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C H A P. L 

Mn J^tUgiofi meu an old Frltni^ 

WHEN the two Pilgrims were npir 
come intx> the fuburbs of Bath^ 
Tiigwell very civilly inquired which was the 
Brifiol road. ^< Fdlow your nole, and yoyr 
«« ar-fe will tag; after,** ftyi a^Taylor^s prcn-r 
tice.— « You might learn to be more civil ta 
^ ftrangers," fiiy$ Tugwell^ for^ lam furc, you 
*' live by them."—" Not by fuch fl:rang«rs 
^^ a&you,'* replies the prentice; " who preach 
<^ againft fine cloaths and innocent paftimes.*'— 
^* Cotne^ come, Mafte'r/' fays Jerry, " come 
;VoL, H. B 5^ along; 
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^^ along ; let us fhake ofF the dull of our ft 
""^^for aieiSInaohjr ^igainft thcm.^ -• 

An elderly man, however, called out 
them, ** that the ^ay to Briftol was ftraij 
^* forwards at the firft turning on the rij 
^h|in^.'* Though this direftion -was a li< 
amb1gw)us, Tugwfeli was unwilling to Tiazj 
a more minute inquiry: they trudged ftraif 
"^"^iig^ Qierff6fe,''^it3ibut alklhg any f urQ 

queftions. • * •. v. < C 

^ — Tugwell . bein g - Jiighly . di^uited ,witi J 

infolent behaviour 'of the Bath people, a 

expreffing himfilf withi fbmey bitternefe agaii 

them ;^ Wildgoofe obferved, f ' tliat the mob of 

<* places were alike ^ -atid that-hc ought not 

. *^ refleft upon a whole body of people, for t 

*^ jwantoh petulance of a few ignorant wretches 

Jerry then aflced, ^^ what my Landlord h 

«^' charged for his fuppw at /Bath?'* <^ Wh 

<« only eight-pence a night," fays Wild goo 

'«^ ^igHt-pence a hight!" fays Jerry; " 

^ «« uhcpnfcionable, ^//torting rafcaU why, 

^^^ v^ili'be^hanged'if I have cat three penir 

^<^ Xvbrth cff;bread and cheefe for fuppcr t! 

* *«", thiecL nights that we have been there. I'ha 

"^" a"^6od mind to go and make the rogue gi" 

*^ iije'^j^Hek' 'ycbr Worfhrp^s money .^*^" J^ 

■''".• • '' ^'^ •:/.■■ .«p 
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.*^ no, Jerry, thefe things are cuftopiary; and 
" it is bcft to pay it without making a difturb- 
" ancc. -At thefe houfes, one pays for lodging, 
*^ and houfe-roon), and attendance, as well 
" as merely for what one eats and drinks ; and 
" I think, upon the whole, we came 6fF very 
^^ reafonably." . , 

Thus they went on .talking near two miles; 
and, having reached the fummit of the hills 
when it drew towawls evening, they came tcr 
a place wliere the roads divided. Mr.'Wild- 
goofe was inclined to turn to the right, and 
Tugwell to the left hand ; which created a 
little debate upon the probability of each opi- 
Hioii. But Tugwell, having learnt to decide 
Subious points by lot, threw up an halfrpenny, 
crying o^t, " that heads fliould determine 'him 
"*' to the right, and tails to tlie left haend road.'* 
Fortune declared for the former; which Jerry, 
then changing his note, taid z«///? be the road 
toBriftol, by thecour/e of the countiy. 

' While ^ey were yet debating the affair, 
Tugwell, fpying^ a man in a plain drab coat 

. walking foberly at a fmall diftance froni the 
road, calls our, " Hplloo ! • Maftcr ! Matter ! 
*' which is the road to Briftpl.r" Whether th« 
Gcatlemah Was immcrfed in * tliou^it, or v^hc- 
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ther he difliked the familiarity of Jerry V coiii- 
peUation, he made no ahfwer. 'Wildgoofc 
therefore, advancing a little towards him, re- 
peated die qu6ftion in a more civilised manner, 
and afked, " which of tbofe two was the road to 
*^ Briftot ?'• " Why, neither of them,** replied 
the Gentleman ; " the road you are in would 
** lead you to Wells.** Wildgoofc was going 
to cravc^ his affiftance, to put him in the right 
.way ; when he and the ftranger fu^eying each 
other with an air of furprize, *^ What ! Mr. 
« Rivers T cries Wildgoofe. — ^^ Blefs my foul ! 
•^ my friend Wildgoofe !" replies he ; " what 
<< expedition can you poffibly he v^pon in this 
«^ part of the world ?*' They then embraced 
' (in the language of Romance)— or, in plaiu 
Englifli, to(Jc each other by the *hand with 
great cordiality, expreffing great joy at tliis un- 
expected rencounter : for they had been very 
intimate in the Univeffity, though no fort of in- 
tercourfc had paffed between them for fix or feven 
years, 

Wildgoofe inquired how long he had been 
la this couUtry, and whether he was fettled 
any where ixx the neighbourhood, as he knew 
him to be originally a North-country maa 
Mf • Bivprs told him^ <^ he had u houfe within a 

^^rnili 
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" mUe of that place ;" whither he ihiiftecl upon 
Wildgoofe's accompanying him for tliat night at 
leaft, as it was now tog Jate to go to Briftol on 
foot, if they had not been fame miles out of 
th^ir road. Wildgoofe and his companion wert 
well enoughpleafed vVith. the invitation, in their 
prefent circumftances :^ befides, as Wildgoofe 
Tecollefted that Mr. Rivers had in his youth a 
very religious turn, and that was always upper- 
topft in his thoughts, he immediately con- 
ceived fome hopes of converting his old friend 
' to his own opinions. A a they went along, Mr. 
Wildgoofe, at Rivers's requeft, let him into 
the nature of his prefenf undertaking ; at which 
hi$ friend exprefled fome- concern, as well as 
the gceateft.aftonifhmeiit; but politely added^ 
"'that he was glad even of this opportunity of 
** renewing. . their. friendfliip*" 



Bs CHAP- 
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e H A P. H. 

IXfcriptim of. Mn River s^sHoufii andx fornix 
Account of his^prefint Situation. 

"V/TR. Rivers Had now broxight his friend 
J-^-* Wildgoofe, with Tugwellj.to the, brow 
©f the hill, which overlooked one. of thofe 
picli vallies in which that part of the country 
abounds. A gate openedT into a wood, through 
which they defcended, by a rough, unfrequented' 
road, , . 

** Where the gilt charrot never mark'd the way,'*^ 
almoft to the bottom of the hill. There an old' 
Gothic manfion prefented itfelf, furrounded to- 
wards the road by a lofty ftone-wall, covered; 
with mofs, maiden-hair, and other wild plants^, 
enough to puzaile the whole Royal Society, andi 
the indefatigable Dr. Hill into the bargain,. 
The houfe feemed to have been built during, 
the civil wars between the houfes of York and^ 
Lancafter; but had been modernized in Queen^ 
Elizabeth's reign, and new-glazed' and painted' 
for the reception of Mr. Rivers. 

Rivers knocked at the gate; wliich being 
•pened by a fcrvant in a ruflct coat^ they now 

caxn« 
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came into an elegant court, where they uverc^ 
Kgaled with the fight and fragrance of all the 
iowers of the feafon; From- thence they en- 
tered a gloomy old-fafhioncd' hall, but neatly 
fitted up; the wall covered with maps aad" 
chronological tables,- above which were a num- 
ber of cheap prints^ reprefenting the xruftoms 
and habits of the vaptous nations of the 
world,r 

Mr. Rivers then, fhcvving Tugwelt with hrs 
wallet thei^ way towards the. kitchen, took his 
friend Wildgoofe into a large wamfcoted par- 
lour, adorned with fome fine prints, a few 
good' paintings, and a buft or two over die 
chimneys but all his attention was immedi- 
ately fixed'' upon ■ Mrsw Rivers, t6 whom his 
friend introduced him.- She was- fitting (like 
the Divinity of the place) at the upper end of 
the room, at liep needle, attended by a boy 
and a fine girl about five or fix years old. Mrs. 
Rivers received Wildgoofe, as her hufband's 
friend, with a- fweet fmile ; which^ like th« 
fun-lhine fo much admired in the landlchapes of 
Claude Lorraine, difiufed an additional chear- 
fulnefs over every other obje£V. 

Mrs. Rivers was about five and twenty, tail, 

aad well-fhaped ; and though the plcafingcare* 

B 4 of 
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of a young family had taken off a little of hc( 
firft bloom, yetr had it given fuch a languifhing 
air to her eyes, and fuch a delicacy to her 
completion^ as ratlier improved than i3^i- 
niflied her charms^ 

Mr. Rivers informed her who Mr. Wildgoofc 
was, and how accidentally they had met. She 
made fome obliging fpeech upon the occalion^ 
and then rang the bell for tea ; which being 
over, Mr. and Mrs. Rivtrs attended Mri Wild- 
goofe into a garden, which commanded a beau- 
liful, though confined, profpeft. It was laid 
out in a romantic tafte, witli a proper mixture 
of the allegro and the penfercf$j the chearful 
and the gloomy : tufts of rofes, jafmines, and 
the moft fragrant flowering fhrubs, with a fer- 
"jpentlne walk of cyprcffesand laurels, here and 
there an urn with fuitable infcriptions, and 
terminated by a rough aroh of rock- work that 
covered a dripping fountain, were its princi- 
pal beauties. 

After a few tprns, Mrs. Rivers being fum- 
mpne d by her Maid to a confultation about fup-^ 
per, Wildgoofe, notwithftanding his religious 
fe verity, made fbme endomiums upon her per- 
fon and behaviour, and faid, " he was lefs fur- 
^ jpfized at his frifnd's marrying fb early in life, 

*^ than 
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^' than at his good, fortune in meeting . with fa^ 
^ agj:eeable a wpman." He expreflfed fome de- 
fire, therefore, to be informed of the particular^ 
ijicidents of Mr. Rivers's life finxre he left the^ 
Univerfity, ^'^ Why^ ' fays he^ " thougli my ftorx 
" hasnpthjng. very .uncommon, in it, yet, as ^ 
. flattca: myfejf that I have efcaped into one o^ 
" the Fortunate Iflaijids, from that rock on whjcji 
the happinefs of many a young fellow is tc- 
" tally fhip- wrecked, I think, as an experienced 
*' voyager, I ought tQiatisfy the curiofity, of .a 
^} friend^ and give him all the inteHigjence in my, 
** power, that hia may fteer.the like courfe wjt{^ 
f ^ ' e^ul fuccefsi" Then, tak ing Wildgoofe^ intq. 
an akav^ fliaded with honeyr-fuckles and fweet- 
briars. Rivers thus began hisn^ratioo. 

CHAP. III.. ^» 

7h Hi/if ry cf Mr* Rivers and Ck^rhtie WftpAt^ 
villt^ » 

"GOO N after you left the Univerfity^" fay^r 
• • Mr. Rivers, " I was clefted Fellow of a 
" very wp^t}^y Spciety, wheje; I purfued*myui\- 
" diea w^jj^ fomei rfgularjbj;,^ and fpcnt ne^y. 
** two years grjsat}^ to jny iWisfaftion : ' to 
B 5 ' '<* whether 



^ in^A§kig\t*pAv%tdyi eiAw for air unw^rthfi 

<^ or at leaft> for an~ impto^ objeft. The" 
<♦ lamr cwly was-my crfe ; for though ant en* 
" gageitient' of that kiirf^^as highljr w*/ri;^#r 
^'m my^ drcmtiftfeiees/- yet' th*^ objeft itfelf 
** was worthy tbc lovCj I miglit fay the am- 
*^'bitioxi, of a' Prince. ' 

« Mri Wo^dvUle, ad I have ftid, had ttv* 
f ^' dau^teiB. The elder wa« about nineteen; 
^ and'thoijgh fhe had nonhlftg remarkably de- 
" feAive in her features, yet the four and 
^ fdfifh paffions had takfeii ftch abfotete pof- 
« felfiont- of her co«r<r€rtai!ce, as tc^ render her 
^ ahnoft ugly. Tlie yc^unger daughter waft 
^ hardly fifteen, and as different from the elder 
** as a Grace from a Fury. 

" Defcriptions of a beloved objdfl: are gehe- 
« rally heightened^ and ufually c^ibelliffied 
^ with all the charms which the enraptured 
^ im^ination is able to give them. Chariotttf 
^* Woodville. however was, I think, fo near 
<* perfeftlon. in that refpefl:, that, although a 
** ferere critic might poffibly Ipy out fsm^ 
*^ trifling defeft, yet, upon the whole, Jbe had 
^* fo fthking an ajq)earance, that few people 
^ could behold her without adtniratioiu 

3 «Sh# 



*^ Sbc was. radiei: tall than- of a mkUIb^ 
«* ftature, but every way finely pfoportiaaedy 
" andi of aiwtoral, eafy^ fha^* Her feature* 
^ were neither toa large new too fmall; the 
*^ extreiaes. iiB> either rcfpeft beiog^f I thilikv 
^ Icfi agreeable^ Her eyes bad always fwcih r 
** brilliant luftre, that I never knew^ their rea* 
•• cobof. Bather hair, which fhc had'in great 
^* ab«iDdan«3e, was of a. briglit brown^ and 
« gave an inimitably fine, fliade to her com-- 
*« plexion* Her complexion had, at that tinaev 
*^ rather- tha glofly bloom of high Health, Aan 
^ that tran^arent xJelicacy; which is generally 
*< the r^mromit^t <)i ttxj t^wter ^ cbnftitutioh, ' 

" Bt^ wh^ gave the grcateft fpirit and 
^ force to her .externai charms^ was the beauty 
*^ of her miiid, whidi was eveify thing that can 
^' be coficcivtri of iwect and ami?ibte. Good* 
** naturc-and'goodfcnfe,fptightlinefiaiid'an^r|ft 
•^ Icfs freedom, the emaaatitjns of her dbarn^ng 
•* fbnl, diftinguiflied themfefcrcs ifi her^yes, and 
•^ in every feature of her face. 

^ Sticl^ was this, young, creaturr in her na- 
^ tivefimplicityy without the leaft aififtance of 
*^ art, or indeed of any other education thaa 
** what was to be met with in a country place; 
^< and wiuch the lofs of a ^nteel mother^ when 
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•**fhc was very young, had not fuffcred to tc' 
** applied to the- utmoft advantage." 

*^ Sir," fays Wildgoofey fmirmgi^ " you might' 
•* have fpared youpfelf the trouble, or rather 
"denied yourfelf the pleafurc,:. of this defcrip-^ 
" tion ; for, in the piAurc you have drawn, P 
^* can eafily discover' the features of Mrs, -Rivers, 
** though' a* few years may have abated, or rather 
** foftened, the glariiig luftre of the colour* 
** ing. But/proceed, my friend, in your nar-^ 
<^ ration/*^ 

«« Weil," fays Rivers, ^« yon may fuppofe 
** a young fellow, though of more philofophy 
**thair ever I 'pretended' to,. could not; be long* 
**'in the fame family, -without taking particular 
<* notice of fo lovely* aa objeft* But, a$ any 
<« fort of love-engagement would have beenr 
•* highly- improper in my drcumftances^- a diP 
^^ creet perfon would certainly have checked any 
** tender fentiments,- and not have thought of 
** trifling with fo yoimg a creature^ who, con«* 
*' fidering my education and future profpefts 
*< inlife^ was, in a prudential view, beneath 
<* my confideration. For,- . according . ta the 
<* maxims of the world, , 

" Ldvie's but the frailty of the mrrid/ 
•* When *tis not with ambition joiny** ' 

a Ah 1'* 
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« Ah !•* fays Wildgbofe, <* nothing but the 
*^ love of "God can fatiify the reafonahle ambition 
«of an immortal foui;*—" Well," replies 
Rivers, ^ every man to his tafte- But to pro- 
" ceed in my ftcMy*** 



CH AJ^ IV. 

3^. Rivers' s Sfyry iontinuid. 

^ iJL S I was at that time quite a valetudlna-^ 
** '^^ rian, and willing alfo to lofe as little* 
*^ time as poffibk from my ftudies r I defired to 
*^ cat at my own hours, and avoided all inter- 
** courfe with the family as much as I decently 
** could without the appearance of pride or 
** mi^ofenefs* Mrs. Woodville kept one Maid 
** to do the work within doors, and whofc 
•* bufinefs it was to wait upon me : but, as flic 
^ was often otherwife engaged, the daughters 
** would frequently by turns fupply her place. 
^ After fome time, however, I could not but 
" obferve, that the younger was more aifiduous^ 
•* in liet attendance on me -than the elder; 
^[ which yet I looked upon as accidental, and 

** imputed 



I 



** imputed it either to the good-natuee of the 
** one, or the chyrlifh temper of the, othcri*. 
*^ Charlotte Wopdville d^ every thing. ii|,,f«i 
** pretty a maijBer, thai althwgh it gayc i^cr 
*^ no fmall pleafure, yet was it a foniewbati 
•* painful tax upon my complailance, which 
^ would not fuifer me to receive any thing 
** from fo fair a hand without fome little 
*^ gallant a^nowiedgment*^ The more civi- 
** lity I (hewed^ the more obliging was thig. 
*^ fair ny«^; aad^ by degree^ -as*! fecmed 
** difappointed whenever any otlier part of the 
^f ^mily atteisdedpnxe^ ib fhe gi^ew^ more kindlj^ 
*^ officious-'iaher attenidanceyaRd^ , 

M 1^* I caU'd anotheri Ghadotte came ♦i- 
*i- 1; ami cobyJjMJ^^ Jwvitypjr^: that>fhef waii ut^ 
^ tcrly>V<ii4* of: aoy^ d^%i;Tii* thifi an4 at pre^ 
^ feat onlyr foUowid' Ae diftatefc off her na-^ 
* tivc- beacyi^IoooO' zxsi .&e©dom\ c£ di^iii* 
^ tiott : tbou^ a more p<»i?!erful motive^ f 
^* bdUley% foooi to^ place in hei? little breaftf 
" and my indifJiretiotL put matteus r upon a dif-* 
^} fercnt fooling* 

" There hai4>eAod to. be a wedding; in th<f 
^ village one moming; and curipfity^ had 
^ drawn to churcii: the* whole family eiuxft 

• Prior. 

<^the 
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" the younger daughter, who flayed to attend 
** on her father, who was confined to hi.s bed by - 
*^ a fit of the gout. Charlotte came into the » 
" parlour, upon fome occafion or other, whilc^^ 
" tlic bolls were ringing upon this jocund > 
" ocpafion, A wedding in ^ country place 
" fe^ every girl in the parifti to fimpering ; ^ 
" and, matrimony being an inexhauiliblc 
" topic of raillery, I happened , to joke with 
" Charlotte upon the happinefs of the. ftate. 
" She made me fome very innocent reply ; 
" which however tempted me to chuck her 
" under tlie chin, the Joweft degree of dal- 
*' liance with an inferior. She blufhed, and 
"retired with fome precipitation, and with. 
** fuch a fweet confufion, that I longed to re*^ ■ 
•V peat the freedom ; anA^gging her to re'-^> 
^* turn for a moment, a& foon as Ihe cama* 
"within the door, I caught her round the ' 
" neck, and fnatched a kifs. This increafed 
" her furprize, and fhe again retired with a 
" glow upon her cheeks, which I fancied ex- 
" prelled fome indignation; at leaft it fa 
"alarmed her virgia innocence^ tiiat I faw- 
" her no more that day. • 

" I had now paffed the rubicon of difcre-* 
^ tion.'*— " Yes," fays Wildgoole, " ypu had ' 

' <^ tailed 



\ 



♦^'taftcd the forbidden fruit. * The poifoit cHP 
*^ alps is under the lips* of the nioft inno- 
^•*€cnt of the lex* There is no fecurity agiinft' 
^' the encroachments^ of love; but by cheek- 
*«' ing the firft motions of the fouU ^ WHofo' 
^ looketh upon a woman, to luft after hery/ 
*' has committed adultery already; with her ki*' 
^ hk heart." 

** You are toa feverc upon me," replied" 
Rivers ; " but 1 will proeeeiin my narratioiw" 

C H A R V. 

Mr, River i^s Story (otttinued^' 

*^TTOOE a walk before dinner r ^ffS^^ 
**" upon my return through the hall, where ' 
** the family generally fate, Charlotte, inftead' 
*^ of meeting my eyes* with an open/chearful" 
** countenance, looked down^with»a bafliful" 
^ confcioufnefs, and almoft hid her face in her' 
^^^bofom. 

*^ My mind was* now in fuch a fituation, . 
-^^''tliat, if I^ had believed the freedom which' 
<f I- took- had really offended' this innocent 
** maid, I Ihould probably have entirely de- 
^ filled, and have purfued the affair no fur- 
*^'ther4- but^ a«- a little cddnefs would eafily' 

"havc^ 



* fiavc nipped my paf&on in the bud, {b the- 

* fljghteft encoaragement fuificed to keep alive ' 
. " the flame, P cannot omit a trifling cir cum- 

'* ftance, which I confidered in Aat light. 

" Being' under a' kind of regimen as to*my 
•* diet, I ijfiially fupped upon a bafon of milk, 
" This the fervant brought me, that evening, 
^ accompanied with a plate of wood-ft'raw- 
" berries. It being early in tKe yeal*, Talked 
"her whence they came. She faid, * they Were 
" a prefent to one of her young miflrefles/' 
"As I had met with fa little cprnplaifance 
" from the eldfcr, I eafily gueffed to whom I 
"was obliged for- this favour. This flight 
"'inftance of her forgivcnefs, expreffed in ft 
" pretty a manner, tended but little to the: 
"' cure* of my gi'owing paflSoni 

" The next day, in the abfence of the Maid, 
"■ Charlotte ventured again- into my apartment.^ ' 
"• I gave her a fignificant fmile, in allufion to 
"■ what had pafled the day before; and, taking 
'^her hand, preffcd it with fome eagernefs. 
*** She repulfed me in fuch a manner, as feemed' 
" rather to return the compliment, than to be ' 
**'' difpleafed with it* In fhort, though I had! 
" no great opinion of my own pcrfon, yet I be- 
•^gan to flatter myfclf that.Ihad made fome 

« little- 
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*^ little impreffion upon Cbsu'Iotte's :tcncl4f^- 
•* heart i andy a^ notikiHg is a ftronger inc^n- 
" tiye to love tlian ap vopinioa of its being 
*• mutual, thi$ qa^fiilly endeafed he^^ to mq, 
*< and made, her appear mpce amiable every 
^ ♦*.tim« I faw her* la reality, I b(^ai\ to. love - 
^ her extravagantly : . 

" And ihe more lovely grew, as more belov'd. 
•^ Jealoufy is- often a fign of a litde mind and 
'" a meannefs of fpirit; and a jealous hujband 
** is certaiidy a ridiculous animal: but a jea- 
«< \on% Isver^ I think,^ deferves tlie compaffion^ 
" rather than the contempt^ of his mifbrc6> 
** Sufpicion after marriage betrays a want of 
♦^ confidence in her of whofe fidelity we* are 
** fuppofed to have received fuffirient affurance* 
** But it is cxcufahle m a lover to be a little - 
** apprehenfive of tlie fuccefs of his rival, when 
*^ it would be efteemed a degree of prefumption 
*' to be too confident of his own preference in 
'' her afieftion and efteem. In flidrt, what- 
** ever a woman may think, of a jealous lover . 
*^ in other refpciis,; Ihe can have no reafoft 
•^ to doubt of the finceiUy of his^ paffion. 

" For my part, I beg^n to be fo fond of my 
^y little miftrefs, that I could hardly fuffer her 
^\ to be out of my fight; and^ as. I though! 

^^Ihaci 
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^I had coiidcfccndcd a little in fettling my 

"^ affcEtions, I CDUld not *bear with patience 

^^ (he thoughts of a tiVal; nor indeed had I 

'^ any reafon to fear «0n« in her prefent fitua- 

** tion. However, I one evening faw her 

<* engaged in fo fprightly a ^nvcrfation, and 

^ kraghifig with fo qbquettifli an air, as I fan- 

^^ cicd, with a young fellow of the neighbour- 

" liood who was talking to her brother at the 

*^ door, that it immediately alarmed my jea- 

^* louly; and I could not forbear difcovering 

^\ it, I rang the bell with fome vehemence 

** intending only to put her in mind of me. 

^ Inftead of fending the Maid, as I expefted, 

•* fhe immediately left her comparty, and came 

** herfelf. I bad her fend in a glafs of water, 

^^ which, with great good-natnre, Ihe brought 

' ^^ with her own hands. I had fcated myfelf, 

^ filtan-Ulve, in a great chair; and, lolling 

^" inan infblentpofture, aliefted.to be engaged 

** in reading, and, with a haughty hod, bad her 

** fet it down. She was fcnfible of the infiilt, 

^ and^ immediately affuming the dignity of her 

^ fex, drew herfelf up, and flung out of the 

** room with the air of a Countefi. 

*' It appeared afterwards indeed that the 
^ yo^Ilg man, whom I feared as z rival^ was 

*'9t 
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^ HO fcruple of promising niQ her coinpan;|f, il 
^^ ftie could get her fifter^ who was drowfil] 
-*' enough inclined, to ffeep without her ; in or 
*^ der to which, Ih'e would fit up in her cham- 
*' ber, fhc faid, under pretence of finilhing jfonn 
*^ piece of needle-work, which flic was very in« 
*^ tent upon. 

** When night cain^ and thie family wen 
^^ retired, I fat myfelf dowxi» with great com- 

^^ pofare, to wait the event i^f our affigna- 

^^ tion: I even took a book, and read, te 
<^ amufe my impatience ; but with as little at- 
*^ tention as our can^dates for a- degree read 
** their walWeSures^ when they expefl: the 
*^ Beadle every. moment, with the joyful news 
^V that their time is expired. Thus I waited 

^< for near two hours, and now quite dclpaircd 
** of my promifed happinefs; when, unex- 
<^ peftedly^ the ftillncfe of the night was agiec- 
** ably intercuptcd by a gentle rap at the par* 

: ** lour-door. I ftarted up^ and opened it with 
** great alacrity. In flie came; but with a 
^^ down-caft look, and fweet blufh upon hei 
^* countenance, and with an apology for the 
^* rafhnefs of her conduft, which her native 
*« modefty now reprefcnted to her in the ftrbng- 
«< eft light. 

«Itoll 
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" I told her, ' I had began to dcfpair of 
" being favoured with. her company, andaflced 
" her if her fifter had any fufpicion of her in- 
" teation ?* — * I believe not, fays Charlotte, 
" for fhe was afleep in five minutes after flic 
" was in bed.' — ^ Why tlicn did you delay my 
" happinefs fo long ?' faid L She replied, 
" * That, upon thinking better of it, fhe was 
" afraid fhe had done wrong in promifing me, 
^' and had more than once refolved not to come 
" down ; nay, that fhe had aftually been in 
" bed : but, as I talked of going early in the 
" morning, fhe had not the heart to difap- 
" point me.'— I acknowledged her goodnefs, 
" and affured her, * fhe fhould never repent of 
" the confidence flie repofed in me.' 

" I could not but take notice of one particu- 
*Marity in Mifs Woodville's conduft on this 
^^ occafion ; which was, that fhe had taken 
*' the pains to put on a clean apron, handker- 
" chief, and ruffles, and had adjufled every part 
" of her drefe with the niceft cxaftnefs ; which 
" trifling circumflance^ convinced me both of 
" the delicacy of her tafle, and the purity of 
" her imagination ; or rather that fhe was ab- 
" folutely void of the leaft apprchcnfion of any 

Vol. II- C ^* thing 



*< thing contraEy to ^ the ftriftcft decency i 
i*' my behaviour to her. 

*' Nothing can be more iniipid, upon rcpc 
<^ tition, than the converfation of two fwid Ic 
^* vers ; and it is a fort of prophanation to re 
^* peat any thing that pafles upon thofe occa 
f* fioiis 1 but, as fbmething very fcriou& eafue 
^* from this interview, I cannot forbear men 
<* tioning a few trifling particulars* I kep 
** her up pretty late* My journey and th 
*^x months abfence were the principal fubjefl 
*^ of our converfation ; in the courfe c 
** .which, fhe expreffed her apprehenlion, ^ tha 
^* there were .prol)abIy nwjre Ladies whic 
** I was fond of, in other places,* — * Oh ! whi 
^* is life without love ? faid L To be fure, 
^< muft liave a niiftrefs at every place I go to 
*^ half a ^/«?2;f>i at Oxford, you may fuppofe 
*^ She affefted a fort of laugh at the humour c 
^' my defcriptions, and, I imagined, took it, i 
** I defigned it, merely as unmeaning chit-cha 
^^ * But my favourite girl, continued I, is 
<« ■ fhire lafs, the very pifture of yourfcl 

<« a tall, brown beauty, and the beft-tempcn 
*« creature in the world. O ! how happy fha 
** I be next Thurfday night V 

" Nothir 
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" Nothing can equal my aftonifhment at 
" what now happened. Whilll I was run- 
** ning on in this coxcomical ftrain, I found 
" her funk back in her chair, pale as death, 
** without breath or nwtion, or the kaft ap- 
** pearance of life. I was Ihocked, and dif- 
*^ trefled to tlie laft degree how to proceed. 
*^ I could hot bring myfelf to alarm the fa- 
" mily, and yet had the moft terrible appre- 
" henfions of what might be tlie event of this 
« affair. 

** There was a decanter of water ftood on- 
^* the table, fome of which I fprinkled in her 
** face ; and having fome fpirit of lavender in 
*^ my pocket, I rubbed her temples with that, 
" and applied fome to her noftrils ; which, after 
** a few minutes, very happily brought her to 
** herfclf again. 

' " I curled my own folly; and aflured her, 
^* * that what 1 had laid was a mere jeft ; and 
" that there was not a girl in the world for 
" whom I had the leaft fondnefs, but herfelf,* 
• ^* This proof of Mi fs Woodvi lie's affe(flion 
^* for me, you may be fure, endeared her to me 
^* extremely ; and I parted from her the next 
*^ inonring with the greateft reluftance. 

C 2 CHAR 
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CHAP. VIL 
Mr. Rivtrs^s Story continued. 



*^ T HAD propofed being out a month on my 
^ journey ; but my eager defire to fee my 
** fair villager made me Ihorten my abfence, 
^* and I returned in lefs than three weeks. 

" As I had written to Mr. Woodville, arid 
** given him notice of my intention, I found 
^* every thing in great order for my reception; 
*^ but was difappointcd in not finding Charlotte 
<* Woodville ready to welcome me on my ar- 
*^ rival. The reft of the family were fitting in 
*' their ufual apartment. After making my com- 
*^ pliments to them, I affi£ied to look round, and 
*^ inquired if fome part of the family were 
*< not wanting.. Mr. Woodville looked down 
** with fome confufion; but Mrs. Woodville, 
^^ putting on a fmile, anfwered, * that their 
*' daughter Charlotte was gone to fchool again 
<^ for a little time ; that, as Ihe difcovered a 
<* tolerable hand at her needle, they were 
<^ willing to improve her as much as poffible: 
/* f he will be at home again in the evening,' 
*^ continued fhe \ and then turned the difcourfe. 
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*' I immediately fuipefted there was fome 
" myftery in this ; as I had often heard her ex- 
" tolled for her extraordinary fkill in needle- 
" workj and was convinced fhe could not leara 
" much at the place they mentioned, which 
" was at the next village, whither I found fhe 
" was forced to walk every morning, and return 
" in the evening : befides, I knew it muft be a 
** great mortification to a girl of Charlotte's 
" rpirit, who was near fifteen, and very tall of 
" her age, to be fent to fuch a paltry fchool 
" amongfl a parcel of children- 

" I waited with great impatience for the 
" evening and Charlotte Woodvillc's return, 
" At laft I heard her voice in the next room ; 
" which was mufic to my ears, I immedi- 
" ately ran towards the door, where I could 
" hear every thing that paiTcd. Poor Char- 
" lotte, feeing fome unufual preparation? 
" for fupper, inquired into the occafion of 
** them. * Oh ! fays the ftep-mother, 1 1 be- 
** lieve you can give a fhrewd guefs. It is for 
^^ you and your Gentleman, I fuppoic, after 
'' we are in bed.^ This fpiteful fpeech of the 
'* old lady let me a little into the fecret, and 
" foon convinced me that our intimacy was dif- 
" covered. 

C 3 *^ As 
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" As I imagined therefore I fliould have no 
*^ other opportunity of feeing or fpeaking to^ 
*' her that ev/sning, I immediately went out, 
*^ into the room where the family was, under 
*' pretence of inquiring how long it was to, 
*^ fupper. The moment Charlotte faw me, a 
** blufh overfpread her cheeks; which wa^ 
" fucceeded by a total want of colour. She 
** juft courtefied, and welcomed me home; 
*^ when fhe was- di{patched by the old lady» 
^* upon fome frivolous pretence or other, into 
" another room ; and I faw her no more tha^ 
** evening. 

*^ The next morning, however, we fpun4 
." an opportunity of beip^ alone together for, 
" a few minutes ; when Mifs Charlotte inj^ 
*> formed me of the true fituation of our afr 
** fairs. She faid, * That her fifter, having 
** fome fufpicion of my affeftion for her, had 
** feigned herfelf afleep the night when flie.came 
" down to me, and had difcovered it to hen 
*^ father and mother ; that her father had givea 
" her a very ferious lefture upon the occafion ; 
" but that her mother-in-law had been x>ut-» 
<* rageous about it, had talked at firft of dcfiring 
*' me to quit my lodgings immediately, to 
** which her father would not confent, he 

** having 
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*^ having expreffed a great opinion of my ho- 
" nour and of iny innocent intemions ; in 
" ihort, tliat at laft they bad come to a de- 
" teraiination to fend her out to fchbol for the^ 
" prefent^ till they could thiftk of fooac other 
" way of djfpofing of her^' 

" Any one might imagine from diia^ that' 
" Mrs. Woodville was a very careful ftep- 
" mother, and had the true interell of her 
"hufljand's children greatly at heart. But^ 
'* the revepfe of this w^s really the cafe. She: 
"was what might be called^ on^ the whole, 
" a good fort of woman : but in all fecond^ 
^ marriage^, if there are children on both fides, 
" there mufl: neceflarily be feparate interefts ; 
" and a. woman* who had changed her flat^' 
" with that view could not be much blamedj 
^ for confulting chiefly the good of her own= 
*^ offspring. But, in order to do tliat eiFeftu- 
*^ ally, another point muft be fccurcd ;; I mean, 
" an abfolute fovereignty over her hufbandV 
" afieftions ; vvhich Mrs. Woodville feemed 
** to have gained, and of which flie w^s ex- 
" ceffively jealous. As- Charlotte Woodville 
** then was dcfervedly a. favourite with her 
** father, no wonder that the mother-in-law 
" took, every opportunity of leflening her in his^ 
C 4. «< efteem,, 
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** efteem, and even defired to wean his affeftic 
•* -from the darling of his age. She was pleafi 
" therefore with this inftance of her indifcr 
** tion, which flie aggravated to the highc 
** degree. She faid, * it confirmed what 11 
** had often infinuated to him, that Chariot 
** was a proud and forward hufley;* and infult 
*^ him with the prudent behaviour of her eld 
" fifter, who, for an obvious reafbn, h; 
*^ never been guilty of any thing of this kin 
*^ Mrs. Woodville had really no more rega 
" for the elder daughter than the other : bi 
<* as Mifs Betfy's unhappy temper made h 
*^ no great favourite with the reft of the famil 
** Mrs. Woodville, by a very flender ihew 
** kindnefs, had bribed her to her intereft, ai 
*^ employed her as a fort of fpy upon her fifte 
^^ which office Ihe executed with an ill-natur 
*^ fidelity, not fcrupling fometimes to exce 
*^ the bounds of veracity, in order to ingratis 
" herfelf with her conftituent. 

** For old Mrs. Woodville not only coni 
*^ dered her daughter Charlotte as a rival in h 
'* hufband's affeftions; but alfo envied her t 
>^ probability of fo advantageous a match 
<* mine was confidered to be, and could n 
" bear the thoughts of her being treated by n 

«' wii 
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*^ with fuch diftinftlon. She therefore took 
^ every opportunity of mortifying her : and, 
" in Qrdcr toielTen her confequence in my eyes, 
" put her upon any fervile employment in the 
" family for which fhe could find a decent ex* 
" cufe. In fhort, though flie contrived to 
" make pooV Charlotte's fituation (and mine 
" upon her account) as difagreeable as an* 
" excefEve fpleen, joined with abfolute power,. 
" could do, yet her behaviour had a contrary 
" efFe& from what flie expefted, and only the 
" more endeared to me the innocent objeft of 
herperfecution. 
" Accordingly,. I found my paflion for this 
young creature daily increafe ; and we con- 
tinued our intimacy for fome time,. I had 
indeed indulged my fondnefs the more freely, 
as I fancied myfelf entirely retired from, and- 
unnoticed by, the world ;. but in this I was- 
greatly miftaken* 
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CHAP. VIIL 

Mr. Riverii Story continued* 

** T T IS more difficult for a man to live intognlti 
«^ in a country village than in the moft po; 
^ pulous city* The very precautions he take 
*« to conceal himfelf alarm the curiofity of th 
" neighbourhood : and as, in a retired place 
*^ fmall matters ferve for amufement, the moi 
** trifling incidents foon become the fubjeft c 
** general converfation- 

" As my regard for Mifs. Woodvillc W2 
*^ now no longer a fecret in the family, 
** foon ipi'ead through, the neighhourhhood 
♦^ and by Ibme means or other the news h? 
*^ been conveyed to my friends in the Univei 
** fity^ Accordingly, the next time 1 we] 
*' thither, I was attacked on all fides, ar 
*« raillied with gr^at freedom,, upon the fubje 
** of my amour : nay, one of my more int 
" mate friends, when we were alone togethe 
« took upon him with great ferioufnefs to e: 
•« poftulate with me about the imprudence • 
^ it* He reprcfcnted the ill confequences • 

«fw 
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^ fuch early engagements, and the inconve- 
" niences of fettling in life without a proper 
^ competency, in,* fuch glowing, colours, and- 
" fet the cruelty of involving a. yoUng girl 
" that I had an affeftion for in. the diftrefs of* 
" narrow circumftances, in io ftrong a light ;, 
" and, in fliort, he harangued upon thefe tOr 
" pics fo long, that at laft I told him, * I was 
" refolved to break, off all correfpondence. 
" witJi her, and^, in order to that, to quit my 
" fituation in Buckinghamfliire as foon as h 
" conveniently could.' — * Well,, then, fays my 
" friend, taking me at my word,. I will ride 
" over,, and fettle your affairs there to-morrow 
" morning, and make fome excufe for your 
" fudden decampment.! — ^Here I found my re-r 
" folution begin- to ftaggor. Charlotte had 
" taken fuch poffeffion of my heart, that I 
** could not bear the thoughts of being ba- 
^ niftied from her for ever. I haftily inter*- 
"• rupted my cfScious counfellor, and told' 
" him, ^ that my affairs were in fuch a fituation 
*^ thei-e, that 1 muft. nccelfarily go over once 
^' more my (elf; but,, however, that I would 
" (if pofTible) take fome opportunity of break- 
" ing off my imprudent engagement.' He flew- , 
" into a.violent paflion, and immediately gave 
C 6 "me 
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<< me up for loft. * Then, fays he, Vill 
" this little flut, with one falfe tear,, [una 
^^ falsa lacrymula quam vix vi exprejirit,] 
<^ undo all that I have been labouring;' and, 
" having faid this, he left me with an empha- 
" tical ftiake of the head, and a fmile, which 
*^ expreffed both indignation and contempt. 

^^ However, I returned into Buckinghamfliire 
^* the next day, full of philofophical reflexions, 
" and abfolutely determined (as I flattered 
*^ myfelf) to regulate with prudence at Icaft, 
** if not to put an end to, this imprudent 
<* amour. But it is very difficult to know 
** one's own heart ; and, whenever reafon pre- 
" vails over paflion, it is more frequently, I 
** believe, to be attributed to the weaknefs of 
" the one, than to the ftrength of the other. 
" The moment I faw Mifs Wcodvillc, I 
*^ found my refolution begin to fail me; and 
" though I was weak enough to inform her 
" of what had paffed at Oxford, and even oF 
•* the defign I had formed of leaving her for 
«* feme time, till I had iiniflied my ftudies, 
" and was in fuch circumftances as might make 
^^ it more prudent for us to come t(^etl:ier, yet 
** I found my projeft fo inconfiftent with the 
*^ prefent lituation of my heart,^ and the pro 

" feffions 
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" feflions I had hitherto made, that I was hearti- 
" ly afhamed of the figure I muft make in this 
" young creature's eyes. And, as an unfuc- 
" cefsful rebellion ftrengthcns the hands of 
" the Government, fo this temporary defeftion 
" from my duty helped to rivet my chains : 
" and <5ur interview ended,' on my part, with 
" more earneft proteftations of future fidelity, 
*' and a folemn promife never to forfake her* 



C H A P. IX. 

JHr» Rivers^ s Story continued* 

" T^HOUGH Mifs Woodvillc and I be- 
" haved with great caution and rcfervc to 

" each other in tl^e family, fo as not ta give 
" Mrs. Woodvillc an opportunity of any open 
" expoftulation with us upon the fubjcft ; yet 
." fhe was fo provoked at the fuccefs (as Ihe 
" efteemed it) of her daughter-in-law's charms,. 
" that, with pretended concern for her daugli- 
" ter's reputation, flie privately infifted upon 
" Mr. Woodville^s talking to me upon it, and 
" bringing me to- an explanationv Ha took an 
" occafion^ one day when I was alone with 

<' hiiD^ 



i 
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** him, to ajk. me, with great good-nature, * what 
" my friends would fay to my love-affair r' and 
" added, ' that, as he could not give his daugk- 
** t^r any confiderable fortune, it mull be an 
*^ imprudent match for me, and that fhe would 
** probably be happier with one in her own 
" ftation ;, and therefore he begged I would not 
" trifle with fo young a girl,, nor perplex hei 
^^ with fruitlefs expeftations.* 

^^ I replied, ^ that though I was certain ] 
^ could not be happy without her,, yet I waj 
" fenfible that, as I had only a younger bro- 
*^ ther's fortune, I muft make both myfelf am 
*' Mifs Woodville unhappy, if we fliould marr) 
«< before I was fettled in any profeffion ; that 
*^ however, as I had a very honourable paffior 
<* and fincere regard for her, I hoped he woulc 
<* not be uneafy at my continuing the prefen 
'^^ correfpondence with her^ till fomethinj 
^« fhould happen in my favour, or I fhould b 
^^ fettled in fome way of increafing my for 
^^ tune ; and tiiat tlien. I fhQuUI prefer his daugh 
" ter to all the women in the world.' 

" As Mr. Woodville was^ a good-natured 

" eafy man, and I believe had forced himl'el 

" to make this remonftrance only in compli 

^ ance with liis wife, he was foon. anfvvered 

2 - ' ** an( 
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" and our coaverfation ended without any per- 
" emptory ftipulation as to my future beha-*- 
" yiour to Charlotte Woodville. Accord- 
" li^ly, we took every opportunity of being 
" alone together^ as ufual ; which fo much in-- 
" creafed Mrs. Woodville's an'rmofity againll 
" us both, that I foon found it would" be itn- 
" pofEble for Charlotte to contioue Idng under 
" the fame roof with her ftep-mother. 

" Befides, though Mift Woodville had fome- 
" thing naturally polite and genteel in her 
"manner, yet I thought it would be highly 
" neceffary for her to receive fome better in- 
" ftruftions, in the common accompliftunents^ 
" of the fex, than were to be met with in that 
" very retired fituation.. After confulting her 
" therefore, though I found her delicacy a 
^' little Ihocked at the thoughts« of being 
" obliged to me for any part of her education ;. 
" yet, upon fetdng the affair in a proper light,, 
" and reprefenting to her, how unlikely it 
" was tliat her ftep-4iiother would fuffer her 
"father to be at any extrabrdinary expence^ 
^ with a view to forward a match ^hich ftie 
*' feemed fo much av^rfe. to, Mifs Woodvilte 
" at Jaft fubmittcd to the neccffity : and, witii 
*^ her penniflion, I at firft^ propofcd to her 

«*- father 
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** father to fend her to a boarding-fchool, al 
*^ a large country town, foiiic diftance froii 
<* Tiome : but after reflefting that London wai 
'* the fountain-head of politenefs, and tha 
^' fhe would be there further renaoved from tin 
*^ fpeculation of her impertinent neighbours 
** I determined (with his approbation) to ferw 
*' her thither. He faid, * that, for his part 
" he had an entire confidence in my honour 
** able intentioris, and fhould not fcrupl< 
" to truft his daughter wholly to my care 
*^ But, fays he, the world will be apt t( 
*' cenfure both your conduft and mine, if 
** fuffer her to go from home before I hav 
'* fome fecurity for your marrying her. Be 
** fides, continued he, I am certain my wif 
*^ will not confent to her daughter''s takinj 
** fuch an imprudent ftep upon any other con 
** ditions.' In this, however, Mr. Woodvill 
*^ was miftakeru It had always been his wife' 
*^ policy, to work her own children as muci 
** as poffible iato- her hufband's favour ;. and 
*• in order to that, fhe was continually fiUiBj 
" his head with comparifons between thci 
^ behaviour and that of his own children 
** which were always injurious to the latter 
^* and had a particular pique (as 1 have ob 

^^ ferved 
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" ferved) againft his daughter Charlotte, as 
" her rival in Mr. Woodville's afTeftions. 
" She therefore was not at all difpleafed with 
" the profpeft of getting rid of fo dangerous 
" a competitor, by her engaging in an adven- 
" ture of this kind, which jfhe forefaw would 
" probably bring fome reflexions on her pru- 
" dence at leaft, if not entirely ruin her repu- 
" tation : for that reafon therefore, as alfo 
" becaufe flie found it in vain to oppofe an 
" affair in which fhe faw me now fo feriouily 
" embarked, flie on a fudden altered her be- 
" haviour both to me and to her daughter- in- 
« law. 

" As to my marrying Mifs Woodville im- 
" mediately, I told her father, * that, as I was 
" Fellow of a College, though we did not ab- 
" folutely forfwear matrimony (as was a vul- 
" gar opinion) when we accepted of a Fellow- 
** Ihip, yet that a forfeiture of the preferment 
*^ was the penalty annexed ; which I muft ne- 
" ceflarily fubmit to, as foon as my marriage 
" became public. As I had therefore fome 
** particularly prudential reafons for continuing 
" at College for fomejtime longer, I defired him 
" to difpenfe with our performing the ceremony 5 
" and I would give him any fecurity he fliould 

** require, 
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" require, for fulfilling my engagements as foon 
*^ as we arrived in London. As he was of an 
*^ honourable temper himfelf, he was not apt to 
*^ be fufpicious of others; but, however, could 
*^ not be brought to acquiefce. in fuch an am- 
•* biguous declaration. 



C H A P. X. 
Afr. Rivers^s Story continmdi 

^^ ABOUT this time we had an invitatioi 
" from Mr* Woodville^s brother (wb 

*' farmed a little eftate of his own at a fev 
** miles diftance) to fpend the day with hira 
. *^ The houfe he lived in was fituated in di 
*^ midft of woods, in a very folitary part of th 
*5 country. It was a large old manfion-houfi 
*^ and had a chapel contiguous to it, in whic 
*^ feryice was performed once a month. A 
" Mrs. Woodville was now upon better tern 
*^ with me and her daughter, (he gracioufl 
*' condefcended to accompany us in this littl 
" expedition. As the road lay through two c 
** three villages where we were known, th 
^^ caufed fome fpeculation; and it was gene 

« rail 
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*^ rally believed in the neighbourhood, that we 
" went thither to be^ married, , And whether 
** Mrs. Woodville endeavoured to perfuade her 
** hufband. that, we really were fo, ip order to 
^' " facilitate our removal, or whatever elfe was 
" the xraufe; foon after this, I found him di(- 
** pofed to confent to his daughter's going with 
" me to London. 

" Accordingly, after a few. days prepara- 
"tion (but without any previous provifion for 
" lodgings, or for a pUce of education to fettle; 
" my charge in, for I had no friend in town to 
** whoinJ could . cqmmunicate a fchemc o£ thisj 
*' kind), I f?nt tp a large ^pwn, at fproediftance 
" frqm Mr» \yc]^ville's, apd tqol«^ plac^.sin the 
** ftage-coach,, wjiich fet out ey,ery. day front 
" thence to London. 

" A? popr Charlqtt^ h^ never; been t>va 
" days together from her father before^ who 
" was exqeffively fond of her, and alfo in a 
" precarious ftajtie of health from very frequent 
" returns of the gout, the parting between them 
" was very affefting; and I believe there was 
" not a feryant, or any one in the family, that 
" did not fhed tears at her departure : even* 
" Mrs. Woodville herfelf behaved with a very 
^^ decent diffipiulation," • 

Mr. 
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Mr, Rivers was gomg on with his ftory, when 
the fervant let them know that fupper was upoa 
the table. Mrs. Rivers had furnifhed out a 
plain, but elegant, fupper; and Wildgocfe, 
being happy in the company and friendly con- 
verfation of an old acquaintance^ forgot a little 
his ufual aufterity, and feemed to enjoy himfelf 
like a man of this >vorid. 

After fupper, however^ upon Mr. Rivcrs's 
drinking an health to his friends in Glocefter- 
Ihire, Wildgoofe fetching a deep figh, "Ah!'^ 
fays he, " the friendfhip of this world is enmity 
«< with God."—" Well, my good friend," 
fays Rivers, " not to difpute the propriety of 
'* your application, I hope you do not think 
** natural afFeftion, or the regard which one 
*^ feels for one's relations, is finful : for my 
" part, I am' fo far of a different opinion,'* 
continued Rivers, ^^ that, however unfociable 
** I may appear, or however I may renounce 
** the common friendfliip, or rather imper- 
*^ tinence, of the world ; yet I think the chief 
" happinefs of this life was intended by Provi- 
** dcnce to arife from the exercife of the focial 
** afFeftions. In this our prefent limited ftate, 
" indeed, it muft neceiSarily be confined 
'* within narrow bounds* The pride, malice^ 

« and 
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** and perverfenefi, of too great a i^art of man- 
** kind, arifing from the oppofition of their 
^' fcveral interefts, mjy make it prudent to re- 
^* ftrain our connexions to a few friends, and 
^* almoft within one's own family : yet here- 
*' after our benevolence, and confequently our 
** happinefs, will be greatly enlarged : and the 
^^ whole univerfe will probably converfe with 
$; ^ " the fame mutual love and harmony as a 
** fingle family*" 

Wildgoofe was going to reply ; when a little 
boy, about five years old, with the face of a 
cherubim, ran into the room, and, leaping up 
into Mrs. Rivers's lap, ran his head into her 
bofbm, by way of alking her bleffing. She 
looked 'down upon him with inexpreffible 
fweetnefs, and the air of a Madonna by Ra- 
phael or Corregio ; and, having fqueezed him 
to her breaft, difmiffed him with a thdufand 
kiffes, Wildgoofe fmiled ; and owned, ^^ that 
" was an unanfwerable proof of die happinefs 
** arifing from natural affeftion." And Mrs. 
Rivers retiring foon after, Mr. Rivers pro- 
ceeded with his ftory. 



CHAP. 
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C H A P. XI. 

Mr, Rivers^^ Story continued. 

«« T TPO N our fetting out, as I told you, Mr. 
** ^^ Woodville fcnt a tnifty doitleftic wit1i 
** tis, to meet the eoach at-— — , where wc 
<^ lay the firft night at an inn whieh the fa- 
*^ mily always made ufc of, I^<?ommitted my 
*^ tAarge to the care of the miftrefs of the 
*^ houfe, who, being a wido\v woman, let 
*^ Charlotte fleep in her own chamber, and in 
** the morning few her fafe in the ftage-doacL 
*' I need not trouble you with the particulars 
^ of our journey: but fuppofe \is arrived in 
** town about the duik of the evening, 
<^ and fet down at The Bolt and Tun in 
*^ Fleet-ftreet. Whoever has feen that ancient 
*^ gloomy hotel (which, however, inay have 
<* been a magnificent palace before the Rrfor- 
" mation) will eafily imagine with what horror 
*^ it muft ftrike a young perfon, who was 
^^ never before from her father's houfe in the 
*' country. We were taken, by a tall maf- 
♦* culiae creature in petticoats, into a dark 

"back- 
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** back-parlour, with one window in it ; which, 
" inftead of green fields and blooming hedge- 
" rowsjwhkh fhe had been always ufcd to, had no 
*' other profpeft but into a duiky court, juft large 
" enough to contain an old bottle- rack, which 
*^ faced the window, and bounded our view. 

" The moment we came into this apart- 
^ ment, * O, Hea\"cns ! cries Mifs Wood- 
** ville, is this London ? Well, Mr. Rivers, 
*' I am entirely under your proteSion. O', 
" my poor father !' and almoft fainted away 
" in my arms, I endeavoured to foothe her, 
^ by alluring her fhe fhould ftay but one night 
*^ ill- that boufe, and that the next morning I 
*' would look out for fome agreeable lodging ; , 
*' and diat fhe would foon have a different opi- 
" nion of that grand metropolis. 

« We were now interrupted by the entrance 
** of a Drawer, to know if we called. He fur- 
" veyed us both with fome accuracy ; and im- 
" mediately fent in the Chamber-maid, to afk if 
*^ we moft have feparate beds. As foon as I had 
" anfwered her in the affirmative, m comes, the 
^ Miflrefs of the houfe, and, after viewing 
** Mifs Woodville with an afFeficd indifference, 
^* defircd to know what we would have for fup- 
'* ^r^ In fhort, I now began to refkift, which 

<'Ihad 
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** I had hardly fuffercd myf^If to do before, ii 
** what light the dear objeft of my finccrefl 
** affeflion muft neceffarily appear ; and was 4iot 
<* a little fhocked at the reflexion. However, 1 
*' again requefted the Miftrefs of the houfe to get 
*' the young lady a fafe bed-chamber, which flic 
<* did in a clofet within her own apartment, 

** The next morning, as foon as we hii 
^ breakfafted, I Tallied forth in queft of lodg- 
** ings. The moft retired part of the town, 
** that firft occurred to me, was St. Martin's- 
** lane, where, upon the pavement, I favv a bill 
** up, with a fecond floor to be lett. Upon 
*^ my rapping at the door, there came out a 
*' fmall middle-aged woman, with a tolerable 
** aipeft, who, upon my mentioning my bufi- 
" nefs, entered at once into my fchemes^ and, 
** witli apparent benevolence, and great volu- 
" hility of tongue, told me, * flie had lately had 
<* a Clergyman's wife, out of ■■■ ■ fliirc, in jufl 
<* the fame circumftances which I had men- 
** tioned, and who loved her as if (he had been 
*^ her own mother ; that fhe had two daughters 
<' of her own, who would be good companions 
*< for the young lady, and went to a dancing 
*« fchool in the neighbourhood, which would 
<* anfwcr my purpofc/ 
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"In fhort, we foon came to terms for 
•'lodging and boarding ; and I brought Mifs 
^ WoodviUe thither before dinner, who ap- 
''peared much pleafed with the chearfulnefs 
^ of the apartment, and I did not doubt but 
•* Ihe would be here very agreeably fituatei 

CHAP. XII. 
Mr. Rivtrs^s Story continued. 

^ XTITELL, I had now tliis young creaturft 
*' jr entirely iii my power; and yott 

*' might imagine that nothing was wanting to 
*' compleat my happinefs. But, alas ! I was. 
" confcious to myfelf that all was not right ; 
*' and \i^s greatly at a lofe how to proceed., 
" There was evidently but one path which I. 
" could honourably purfiie ; and that appear- 
" ed, upon a fuperficial view, incompatible 
" with prudence. I had no friend in town, , 
" that I could confult upon this occafion ; nor, . 
" indeed, did I care to communicate an affair of 
" this kind tx) any of my acquaintance. 

" The next morning, haj^enii^ to ftroU 
" into tliePark, by a great accident, or rather 
^^ by the particular care of Providence (for 
^* upon this incident, in a great meafure, dc- 

VoL. 11^ ^ D ««peaded 
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*' pended the future eafe and comfort of my life), lyj 
<^ 1 met an old friend, whom 1 had not f€en fq^ \^ 
*^ many years: Mr. Hammond (which wasi 
*^ his name) inquired what brought me to 
** town. To which I made him fome evafive 
*^ anfwer. But, during our walk, as I knew ^ 
** him to be a man of uncommon fenfe and great 
^* knowledge of tte world, and alfo of impe- 
<^ netrable fecrecy, I foon determined to make 
*^ him a confident. I defired him therefore 
** to drink tea with me. at. my lodgings tliat 
** very afternoon j which he complied with : 
" and as foon as he came, I opened to him my 
** adventure, and prepared him for the appear- 
*« ance of Mifs Woodville. 

<^ As he knew I was Fellow of a College, and 
** had only a younger brother*s fortune, and 
" that fuch a. fcheme muft be in every light 
" highly imprudent, he began, with great ear- 
** nellnefs, to conjure, mp by all means to put 
«* an end to it; begging m^ to reflefl: ^ what a 
<< concern it would be to my relations, and 
** how probably terminate in my own infelicity.' 
*« I granted all he fuggefted ; but defired him, 
<^ * to confider how far the affair had proceeded ; 
'* that I had brought a young creature from 
^ her friends and from her father, who cither 

♦* believed 
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^ believed that we were really married, or at 

*' Icaft depended upon my honour to make her 

^* my wife.* . 

" Mifs Woodvillc now made her appearance ; 
^ and, I obferved, Mr. Hammond feemed 
^' vnsdlly ftruck with her pcrfon and figure, 
** However, he fpoke very little, but feemed 
** entirely wrapt in thought, the whole time 
** (he was in the room. When (he had made 
** tea for us, and was again retired, Mr. Haiti- 
^ mond made fome fliort encomiums upon her 
*^ fwcet appearance, her ea{y and unafFeftcd 
*^ behaviour (which was fo natural to her) ; 
*' then took his leave, and faid, < he would 
^* call upon mt again the next day.* 

" When he came, after fome little paufe, 
" * Mr. Rivers, fays he, I have been con- 
*^ fidering your affair with great deliberation ; 

. " and, Aough I could have wifhed you had 
^* not engaged in it at all, yet, as things are 
'^ circumftanced, and as I dd not doubt but 
" you really intend to marry Mifs Woodville, 
" I do not fee how you can poffibly avoid the 
" performing your engageihents immediately.* 

" Though this was what I earneftly wiflied, 

" and was fenfible it was what I ought in ho- 

*^ nour to do; yet, I own, the thoughts of re- 

** figning my little preferment, and embarking in 

D z <« the 
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^^ tlic wide world with fb young a confort, t 
*« little cxnbaraffcd me : yet, now I had fo pru- 
<^ dent and fiiithful a pilot to dire£l me, I was 
<< glad not to defer my happinefs any longer; 
^. and he telling tne, ^ that Tie knew a perfon 
*« who was Curate in a remote part of the city, 
** and who would perform the ceremony with 
<* great fecrecy,* we determined, with Mifs 
^ Woodville's leave, to have it done as fbon as 
<< poifible, 

^« Though poor Charlotte had confcntcd, 
^^ under the fan£lion of her father's appro^ion, 
« to put herfelf entirely under my protefiion; 
•* yet I could not but obferve, by an air of 
<« diffatisfadkion, and feveral hints that dropped 
<* from her, that Ihe was very uneafy in her 
*^ prefent'fituation. You muft fuppofc, therc- 
<* fore, that in fuch circumftances ihe could 
<^ make no objedion to my pr^pofal. After 
<< fome decent fcruples, then, flie confented 
«< to my requeft, to complete my felicity the 
^ very next morning; which was accordingly 
<< put in execution. And, it being neccflary 
^< to acquaint the people of the houfe with the 
*< alteration of our condition, I ordered a 
^ handfome dinner, and invited them to a par- 
** ticipation : though, by their behaviour af- 

^* tcrwards. 
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** tenvards, tfeey afFeffed to believe this no more 
** than.^a fhara wedding ; at leaft;^ they treated 
," Mrs. Rivers as if they confidered her in n4» 
" very honourable light, 

C H ^P. XIU. 
Mn River is Stqry centimudm * ' 

^* AFTER flaying a week in town, com-* 
** pletely happy in the poffcfEon of ali 

'^ that was dear to me, I was obliged to leave my 
'* y&^y and go down to Oxford* 

«< Whether Mr. Hammond confidctcd me 
^' m the chara^er of a Spanifh hufband, or 
•* whatever was his motive, he did not offer 
" (nor did I think of afking him) to vifit Mrs. 
^' Rivers in my abfence : nor did I acquaint 
•* her where he kx^ed^ or give her, as I ought 
" to have done, any dircftion where to fini 
** him, in cafe ot an emergency* Such a 
^ precaution, however, a» k proved, would 
<^ have been no nu)re than neceflary. I had 
** often been in London before for fome 
^< months togetlier, and fancied I knew the 
•* town tolerably well ; but I had no fufpicio» 
D 3 " that 
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*< that about one houfc in ten, near that pari 
. <* of iXy was inhabited by people whofe princi- 
*^ pies, if they had any, were quite abandoned, 
^^ I had not been ten days in the country^ J^ 
** before I received a moft terrible letter from; 
<^ my wife^ informing ^e, * that flie was i» 
*^ very badhaijds ;^ and conjuring me, * to come 
f* up to town immediately/ I Tet out, with 
*^ pofl-horfes^ the very next morning ; and ar- 
*^ rived at her lodgings early in the evening. 
^^ The woman of the houfe came to the <foor; 
^* and, upon my inquiry for Mrs. .Rivers, 
4< < Why, fays Ihe, your lady is gone to bed 
*^ already. Poor creature ! continued flie, 
^ fhc is very whimfical, and fancies flie is not 
<^ well/ As I knew how healthy Charlotte 
** had always been, I was greatly alanned. I 
*> flew up to her chamber ; and, to my great 
** concern, feuiKl htt in a high fever. Upon 
•* inquiring into the caufe of her illnefs, I 
<* found it to be a& follows. 

^* There lodged in the fame houfe a yoUng 
*^ gentleman, of a very fobcr, modcft appetr- 
*' ance, with whom we (pent one or two even- 
•^ ings before I weM into Ac country. He 
^ told me, * he had commanded a man of war 
•^ in the Mediterranean ;' and i believe, by fc- / 

«veral/ 
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' * veral circuniftances, that this account of 
himfelf was true. Soon after I \yas gone. 
\ '^ down, the woman of the houfe came to Mrs, 
^* Rivers; and, after fome general infinua-^ 
^' tions, told her, < that this Oxford fcholar, 
" who liad brought her to town, would leave 
" her there, and never return any more ; tliat 
' it was a common trick among them ; and 
" that (he would advife her to make herfclf as 
" cafy as fhe could.' Mrs. Rivers (you may 
" before)- was greatly flartled ; but her youth 
"and inexperience was, in this cafe, her con^- 
*' folatioii : for it could not enter into her 
" imagination, that there was any one in the 
" world fo bafe, or that what this woman told 
•* hef'w^S true. Sh6 proceeded, however, by 
" degrees, to affure my wife, * that die young 
" Captain was violently in love with her; and, 
•* if fhe woiild cOnfent to live with him, he 
" would keep her a Maid and a Footman, buy 
" her much richer cloaths, and, in jQiort, take 
" much better care of her than ever I had 
^ done ;* and a great deal more to the fame 
" purpofe. 

* ** The Captain himfetf had frequent oppor- 

** tunities given him of being in company with 

** Mrs* Rivers ; but, as he always behaved 

^ D 4 ' ^ with 



56 THE SPIRITUAL QUIXOTE^ 

** With great mpdefty and politcnefs, (he w» 
** n6t very yneafy at what the good womaa 
** had faid to her, 

•* One evening, however, the Captain came 
** in to them, and, pretending fome particular 
** occafion of rejoicing, faid, * he would 
** treat them with a bowl of arrach-punch.* At 
" this the landlady of the houfc afFeftedtobc 
" (and probably was) greatly rejoiced, pro- 
•* mifed how merry they would be, and 
*^ talked with great glee of the approaching 
** evening. 

^' Mrs. Rivers had no fulpicion of any de- 
•' fign ; but was not much diipofed to be chcar- 
** ful, as fhe began to have a very bad opinion 
^* of her company, and of courfe to be impa- 
^* tient for my return. 

^* The glafs \yfent merrily round, with my 
** landlady, her daughters, and two or three 
** neighbours of her own ftamp, whom fhe had 
" invited to partake of their jollity. Mrs. Ri- 
*' Vers could hardly be prevailed upon to fwal- 
*^ low one or two half-glaffes : but, whether 
** it was owing to her not being ufed to anj 
*^ thing ftrong, or whetJier they had contriy«d 
*^ to convey any thing intoxicatit^ into hei 
** glafs, Ihe foon found hey head begin to gro«i 

"giddy J 
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" giddy ; {b, wlchotit taking leave of her com- 

** pany, fhe flipped Out of the room, and re- 

** tired to her own apartment. Being appre- 

" hcnfive that they might purfuc her, Ihe 

** locked her door ; and obferving that the bed 

" ran upon caftors, fhe exerted her ftrength, 

"and placed that againft it. She had hardly 

*' taken this precaution, when fhe heard the ' 

" whole company (like Comus and his Bac- 

" chanals) come laughing and fhouting, ra* 

" therthan finging, tip the ftairs, and protcfting, 

" * that they would pluck her out of bed/ 

" She was not undreffed ; but the timidity of 

•' her fex, and the particular caufe (he had to 

" be apprehehfive in lier fituation, almoft threw * 

" her into hyfterics, efpecially when flie * 

," heard them thundering at the door, and dc- 

" chnng, * they would break it open,' But 

" her greiteft danger was from the abandoned 

*f part of her own fex ; for, when th^ Captain 

" perceived, from the tone of her voice and, 

" other circumftances, the exceffive fright flie - 

^* was in, he very honourably forced them to 

" defift from their froUc, as mine hoftefs af- 

•* feftcd afterwards to call it. 

" Mrs. Rivers was fo much alarmed, that 

f* ftie could riot clofe her t yes the whole night ; 

D 5 " which^ 
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^^w^U, together widi the pemicioxia liqtiof 
«<. they had foiced lapoa her, made her very iU 
*^ all ^he next day* 

*< Oa Sunday, which was the day fonowing^^ 
** Ihe was a little recovered ; aad tiie two girls, 
**^ towards die evening,- made, her t^Kcawalk 
^« with Aem into tlxe Park ; whei^ ff>c had never 
** been but oiice before,^\vith me and Mr^ifam'- 
**. Hiond. 

** After walking on<e round, they came to 
** the caoal ;, and flood fqnae time,, ta obfenc 
** feyeral people who were feeding the: ducks; 
** there* This rural aHiufei»ent attra&ed Mrs* 
<^ Ri versus attention, and, by rees^lliag to her 
*' mind the eafe and happineft of her Ufa in 
<< the country, foothed her laelifcncholy ;! and 
*' fhe ftood fixed in a fort of reverie t but,, on 
**. a fudden looking rouad,. (he miffed her com- 
<< papions,. and witli great terror and fuaprize 
*^ found herfelf ainongft a crowd of ftrangcrs- 
** I do not believe fhe knew fa much as die 
*^ name pf the flreet where fhp lodged, nor 
** one flep of tloc way that led towards it. 
<* She looked wildly round oa every fide ; and 
** her apprehenfion ahiaofl: took ^way her fcnfes t 
** but, in the midfl: of her diflrefs, fhe fawa 
*^ gentleman come bowing and fidSling up to- 

^ wards 



^* \vard8 her ; and wKo fhould' this be but the 
•* Captain ! Hii firft appearance (you may 
" fuppofe) gave her fome comfort in her di- 
" ftrefs : but it Immediately occurred to her, 
*V that this wa« :i premeditated contrivance bc- 
" tweea him and the people of the houfe. The 
" Captain condtifted her tovVards the Bird-cage 
** walk, and 'began to inquire ferioufly into the 
** truth of her itory^ and whether (lie was 
* really married to me or not. She told him 
*' fo many particular circumftances, and With 
^ an air of fo much limplicity, that he feemed 
" convinced of hcp^ fincerity. He then brought 
** her towards the 'gate at Spring-gardens^* 
" whichj to Mrs. Rivers's great terror, they 
** found to be (hut; the Captain, however, led' 
" her through at the Horfe-guards, condufted . 
" her fafe home, and never tendered her any 
" gallantries afteru'^at-ds* 

** Thfefe feveYal fi'ights and alarms, however, 
" worked fo Ktuch upon Mrs. Rivers's fenfi- 
" bllity, that they brought a return of her in- 
" dil^jofition; and fhe, the n^xt day, wrote, thc^ 
*• Jetter'wiiich 'hurried ftie to tov/h.. 
' ** I found heir* in a high fever, ias JJ^ave^ey^ 
*' lated ; but tlie calmnefs which my return 
*f btbuj^t to her fpirits, ana the excellence of 
D 6 . « her 
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<* her conftittttion, foon rcftore4 her to her ufual 
*< health: andj after a little fruitiefs cxpoftu- 
*^ lation with the good. lady of thfi houfe, we 
*' immediately fbifted our quarters. 
<^ I had now fixed upon an elegant lodging* 

<* in a neat court, near fquare; which I 

<^ was not the lefs pleafed wilth^ when I found 
*' tlie people of the houfe were rigid Diflen- 
^< ters : for, though tlie charafte^s and con* 
^< du£t of people have feldom much, connexion 
" with their religious fyfteros; yet, as niofl of 
^< thefe that diifent from the eflabliflied church 
^^ are fuppofed to do it upon principle, they have 
^ an additional check upon their behaviour^ 
•* that tliey niay not difcredit the feft to which 
*' they belong; and, as their teachers uTually 
<< take more particular care of them on that 
** account, they have generally more appear- 
*^ ance of religion amongR: them than the 
^^ common people who call themielves of the 
<« eftablifhed church.'' 

<« Ah !" fays Wildgoofe, with a figh, « it 
*' is of little confequence what church, or 
^ what feft, we belong to, if we want a true 
<< vital faith; and are xiot bom again of the 
ffSpiriU*' 

<^Well^ 
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^«Wcll, Sir," continued Mr. Rivm, «r 
'^ ftajrcd a week with my wife at kcr new lodg- 
^Mng} when I was again obliged to go inta 
" the country : but, though the family flic 
" was now in had a very fober appearance, yet, 
" as Ihe had had fuch bad luck before, I wasr 
'^ determined at my return to fix her as a par-^ 
" lour-boarder in a genteel fchool^ not far 
" from the fquare, whither flie now went every 
" day, for the fake of improving herfdf under 
'* the feveral matters that attended there : and 
^^ I had alio given her diredions where to apply 
^^ to Mr. Hanmiond, in cafe of any difagtee* 
" able contingency. 

" I had not been fortni^t in the country, 
" before I received a letter, to my no f^jiall fur- 
" prize, * that Ihe had again been obliged to quit 
*' her lodgings, after being again , greatly 
" alarmed,' though fhe did not mention the par- 
" ticulars. When I came, to town, I found, 
^^ to my ailoniihment, the cafe to be as fol- 
** lows. 

" The miftrefs of the houfc went very regu- 
** larly every Saibath-day to the meeting. She 
" had not becngone^ng, the Sunday after I left 
** them, when Mrs. Rivers Tang the bell for- 
l^ the Maid, to afGft her in altering her dreft*' 

"After 
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«*, Aft^r^waitang a few minutes, (he heard Her, 
*^ as {he thought, come tripping up the ftaifs^* 
^ but, to heir great amazenient, the moment 
^* flic opened the door, in came the Matter of 
«fvthe houfc. He was a little middle-aged 
^ man, of a Jewifli complexion, witfi one leg. 
**"Confidcfably ftiorer than thfe other; and, 
•f being of a dirty' though one of th6 gchtfeder 
^ kind of mechanic trades, gave one ho baJ 
^ idea of the poetical Vulcian. His wife,, 
*f however^ being no Venus (like that of the 
** Lcmnian God), he was greatly iticlined ta 
** violate the matrimonial contraS, 

<« He told Mrs. Rivers then, « that he had' 
</ a very good hand at lating ftays f and, feeing, 
•^ her without a handkerchief, he offered ta 
*< take great liberties. She was more provoked 
*\ than tetrified at this defpicable gallant ;' and^ 
** burfting from him, ran immediately to the 
<f' fkfh, and' called out to one Mrs. Thomas 
" (a woman of good family, but fmall fortune)^ 
<« who lodged upon the firft floor acrOfs the 
^ cburt^ and who, feeing fo agreeable a young 
*« perfen left in fuch indifferent hands, had 
*• contrived to get acquainted with her the day 
*^ after I kft heir. This fpirited proceeding in 
<< Mrs. "Rivera foon- put to flight her Iritfpfng 
• 5 . ^ " lover i 
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*'' loverV and, up<Hi telting the aflSiii^ to Mrs. ^ 
^* Thoma^ flie affiftcd her in packing vtp her 
"things, flipped out, and, calling a coach, 
" conveyed her immediately to the boatding- 
" fchorf whicb I had fixed upon before I went 
"'dowiu ' '. ■ : , '. '> ■ 

:" Upoa my txpoftuhrtimg with her gallant" 
^'lipoii tbi» aiflSur,. hie iaid, * that, haf^ning to 
"go by the dining-TOom as Mrs, Rivets was 
" dreffiaig> he owned it was a gFeat tempta- 
" tioiik J and, if God had not given him grace^ 
" confefled be might have yielded to <h€ force 
" of it ; b»t vowed he had not offered the leaft 
" incivility.* As this wretch: w<fs beneath my 
" Tefentment,. and I was defirous of cabling as 
" Uttle fpecuktion as poffible, I thought it beft 
" to pocket the infult, as well as thennoncy,, 
" which he vohintarily returned, having a little 
" uhconfcionably extorted it, for the enfuing , 
"week's lodging^ though Mrs, Rivers wa»> 
" obliged to quit it on account of his ill ufagc, > 

" You may be apt to wonder what there > 
" could be in Mrs* Rivers's perfon or behaviour, 
" that could expofe her to fa many infults of » 
"this kind^ You may guefs (by what you^ 
" now fee of her) that £he mufthave been a 
^ very defirable objeft in the bloom of fifteen, . 

" which 
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*^ which received no fi»all addition by t very ' 
<< chearful though mnocent behaviour. But, 
** I believe, it was chiefly owing to the light 
^< fhe muft appear in, as my peculiar iituation 
^< in life required me to afieft a privacy ; and' 
'^ her prudence and knowledge of my fortune 
'^ wotthl not permit me to keep her a fervant: 
^^ fo that thefe low people, prefuming upon tke 
'*^ criminal aj^pearance of our connexion, made 
** thofe atten^ts^ which they would probably 
^^ have been afraid to have done upon a mofe 
<^ favourable fuppoiition. 

CHAP. xnr. 

Mrs* River i^s Story continued^ 

<' TViTRS* Rivers was now fettled in a to<' 
*• lerably agreeable family, where fhe had 

^* an opportunity of improving herfelf in every 
** polite accomplifhment from the beft mafters, . 
^* under whofe care, in a very fhort time, flie 
f* made an incredible progrefs. And having 
** now equipped herfelf in a more fafhionable 
•* manner, and being fomewhat improved \tk 
*' her carriage (though fhe wanted but little, 
** addition to her natural gracefulnefs), fhe at-^ 
*^ trailed great regard wherever fhe made her 

^* appeanince* 
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^ appearance* If fhe happened to walk the 
** feects, Ao OM pafied by her without parti- 
** cular notice ; and every young fellow thought 
^ her an ob^d worth a fecond view^ and gene*' 
*^ ra-lly purfued her with'hia^yes till fhe wafl^ 
♦* out of fight. 

- « Upon her appearing once or twice in the 
*^ fide-boxes^ fhe had feveral glafles leveled at 
^ her from different parts of the theatre ; and 
** though two or diree fafhionable ladies of 
" quality endeavoured to ftare her out of coun- 
•* tenance, as one that nohodf kneWy yet her 
^ conicious innocence, and her natural good 
'* ienfe, which immediately penetrated througH 
*' the 'frippery of the millcner and the tinfel 
'* of drefs, and faw nothing in thofe infolent 
** feir-ones which gave them any real fupcri- 
** ority over herfelf, prevented her difcovering 
^' any mauvaife honte^ or riiftic baflifulnefs, 
" And (he was diftinguifhcd by nothing, but by 
** her attention to the interefting Jcenes on the 
" ftage, from one that had been all her life-time 
** in public places. 

" I cannot forbear mentioning an odd kind 
** of diftrefs, which was occafioned by her ap- 
** pearing once in an improper part of the 
" theatre. She went, with the reft of the 

*^ young 



^* youiig ladiesy to their Dancing -maftcr's W 
*^ ncfit, who was very eminent in his way,* 
** and the chief Dancer on the ftage of Drury^ 
•5 lane. Having a very fuU houfe^ he was; 
^i oKig^i tp place hil.firholars in one of the 
** balconies, which, you know,,. on conunonr' 
^f xiights, are generally occupied by kept-mi- 
^' ftrefles and people of dubious charaders. 
^* Her ftriking figure inamediately drew liht 
^ eyes of all the gentlemen in tk^ pit« Amongft 
^i the refl, a young maa of fortune, one Mfk 
^f Fita-Thonaas, whofe feat w^» in Jiqr fftther> 
<f iieighbourhood in the country, and whp h»i: 
^f frequently dined with me at his houfe, ip* 
^^ mediately knew her ; and, as he had hctrrd 
*^ of her leaving the country with me, and' 
<^ was fenfible that tbofe fort of elopemei^t^^ 
** too frequently ended in die ruin of fuch^ 
*• young creatures, it immediately occurred to 
** him, that this was the cafe with poor Mift 
*^ Woodville, efpccially when he faw her in 
*< that ignominious part of the play-houfe» 
^< He wa& a man of uncommon humanity, and- 
*• began io be exceffively concerned, on ac- 
** count of the worthy man her father ani 
<< the reft of the family. However, that be 
*{ might not too rafhiy tabe up with fuch i' 

" furmifc. 
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ki *' farmife, he t^lved to go roufld and fpeak 
" to her; when he Was agreeably nndcccivBdy 
'^ and found, to hia great fatbfadion^ the true 
" caufc of ber improper fituatioob'* 

« Ahr fays Wildgoofe, wkh a figh, ^<t 
^* cannot but Aink cv^ry iRtxx^UoampnQpiritt 
^^that temple of Satan, the play^iouiie : but 
^* pleafe to proceed with yoyr ftory." ^ 

il « Well,** continued Mr» Rivers, «^ yon 
|(| *^ will think I dwell too much upon Mrs,^ 
" RiverB^s perfonal charms. But, matrimony^ 
" being ufually confidored ^s making a pur*-^ 
V cbafc at the expence of our liberty, nothing^ 
*^ Is mcHre natural than the pride we take ih* 
" finding pur choice approvcid by the fxx&^g&s^ 
^ of the wc^ld, i I will only trouble you with' 
^ OAe-JaftaHcc more. 

♦* There was a tedy, whb had k little dav^hteP 
** in tike /fdiool, and who was herfelf a parlour-^ 
" boarder in the abfence cf her hufband. She' 
" and one of the teadiers (I know not M^ith' 
'^ what view) drefled tfaemiielves out on^ day,' 
^ and took Mrs. Rivers to thie £iliapd[-Roya!' 
" at St. James's, where, they, aflurcd me, ^\ 
" you«^ Hero of the higheft ank eyei her 
^ with his glaft the whole time. -And, upotf 
^ their meeting with fome difficulty in getting;* 

« to 
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^ to their chairs^ an Officer in hi» re^uneiitals, 
** under {iretence of extricating them, inquired 
^ very minutely in what part of the town ihey 
^^ lodged; in which this lady fancied he had 
^* fome myfterious view : but, as (he was a ] 
^ woman of intrigue herfelf, fhe was apt to 
^ fufpe£t ibme deep defiga in the moft indif- 
** ferent tranfaftipn»» 

^ ** The charafterand behaviour of this lady, 
f * indeed, whofe name wa» Mrs. Birdlime, 
^ rendered Mrs. Rivers^s ikuation far Icfi 
^agreeable than it would have been^ and was 
*♦ one caufe of my removing her fooner thatf 
<^ perhaps I fhould o&erwife hatfi done. Mn« 
^ Birdlime, as I tdd you, was a parknsr*^ 
^^ boarder f and, as it is uibal in that fituation , 
*< to find their own wine, &c. and this lady 
»« was very fond of her bottle, (he was leazifig 
** Mrs. Rivers every evening to join vf'kk her 
^^ for a bottle of por^or a bowl of puodi ; and, 
f< becaufe (he had not politenefs enough to trifle 
^< away her money for what was difguftful to 
^ her, Mrs^ Birdlime had often reproached her 
^ with her low Urtb and country education. 

^< I had aa opportunity one afternoon of 
^ drinking tea with this high-bred lady; and, 
^ after being- informed that (he was an Oxford 

/«woman^ 
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•^ woman, and having ftudied her features with 
" fome attention, I foon difcovcred her to be 
** our old toaft, Sally Burrage, an inn-kccper^s 
^daughter, who liad ie long powdered her 
** red lodLS, and proftituted her face to her 
** fathcr^s cuftomers ; and, by a judicious mix- 
" turc of freedom and referve, had drawn in a 
^ genteel young fellow with a pretty fortune to 
** marry her, who, partly with a view of im- 
" proving his income, and partly perhaps of 
** being more frequently abfent from his doxy, 
** had purchafed a commiffion in a marching 
^ regiment, and was now recruiting in the 
" North. Mrs. Birdlime, however, contrived 
" to confole herfelf, in her occafional widow- 
^ hood, fometimes with a chcarful bowl, and 
" fometimes, I am afraid, with lefs innocent 
*^ amufemcnts, if one might judge by her con- 
*^ veriation and appearance. In fhort, though 
*^ I found Mrs. Rivers had at prefent almoR: 
^* an averfion to this woman and her way of 
^Wife; yet, as it is very unfafe for the bc?ft- 
** difpofcd young perfons to be too familiat with 
** vice, I was determined to remove her from 
^^ heftce as foon as poffible. 

" Upon my mentioning this to the Governcfs, 
** who was a very genteel woman, though 

<< elderly 
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<< elderly . and very infirm, .Ihe cxpreffed great 
*^ concern at the thoughts of parting with her; 
^^ for Ihe afliired me,. ^ that, fince Mrs. Rivers 
*^ had been with her, (he had not had the leaft 
** care upon .her hands ; having found her fo 
*^ prudent and feithful, that, young as fhe was, 
*^ fhe had left the chief management of her do- 
V meftic affiirs to her difcretion.' 
. ^ This accauatH of my wife's oeconomy gave 
^< me a^ much pkafure as the Taft encomiums 
« ihe beftowed upon her improvement in dan- 
<< Cing, mxrfic,. and the other fuperficial accom- 
/^ plilhrneats; 'fince I. had now no reafon to 
** doubt but Qie^would appear to as much advan- 
^y tage in the capacity of a miftrefs of a femll)^, 
<f as fhe had hitlicrto done in every other 
" fituatiom 

CH.A P. XV.. 

' Ml'. Rhers^s Story continued. 

<( TW^RS. Rivers had by this time been 
** '^- ■ near a twelvemonth in townj when 
«^ I received a mcffage one day from a gentle- 
" man of diflinftion, who was then in Lon- 
*Vdoiv reqticfting me to bring Ali/s WgodviiU 
«f to fpend the day with h^s lady. This was 

" one 
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^ one Mr._WyImot^ whofc feat in the country 
** W(is not many iniles diftant from Mifs 
*/ Woodvilfe's fadier's, and who, though mucli 
^* older than myfelf, from fome accidental cir- 
" cumft^nces, had honoured me with a pani- 
" cular friendftiip and efteem. Accordingly 
** I tcK*. my wife (in the charafter of Mifs 
" Woodville) to dine with them at their lodg- 
" iflgs ; where fhe was received with great 
** complacency and politencfe. 

" Upon ray being left alone with Mr. 

** Wylmot, after complimenting me upon my' 

^y good choice, he^ in a very friendly manner, 

*' inquired * in what manner I intended to' 

*^ fettle in the world, if I fhould many before 

*^ I <wi5 engaged in fome profeflion.; as he ap- 

^ prehended, be faid, I fhould be tempted to 

^* do.* Upon finding myfelf thus clofely at- 

** t«:ked, by a man whom I knew to be my' 

*• friend, and with whom I fhould have been 

*' aihamed to trifle ; ' after fome heiitation, I 

*Vtold him, Vthat we had been already maN 

*'. ried for fpnie time ; and, what was more, 

". that Mrs. Rivers, I believed, was pregnant.* 

<« — .< Why, then, fays he, with fome quick- 

^' ncfs, dp, you not own your marriage, and 

*^ refign y^UBt fellowfliip V-^l hardly knew what 

<* reply 
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*< reply to make to this queftion; but told 
** him, however, ^ that I intended it very fbon, 
^* as the time allowed by the C3oll^e was al- 
<* ready expired/— * Well, fays he, I have 
^^ nothing to do with your conduft in regard to 
<« the College ; but, for God's fake I do not run 
<* the hazard of expofing yourfclf to the cen- 
** fure of the world, by keeping your marriage 
«* private any longer* Bring Mrs. Rivers im- 
** mediately into the country, and acknowledge 
** her puUicly as your wife.' — Obferving me 
^* ftruck filent Jit this propofal, he very genc- 
*^ roufly proceeded : * I fee, faid he, you arc 
*' under (fame difficiilty what fcheme to pur- 
« fue.' — ^He then told me, * that he had fuch a 
^^ particular houfc at my fervicc, and that he 
** would affift me in furnifhing it ; and that wc 
** (hould not only be welcome to live there till 
« we could determine upon fome better fitua- 
<< tion, but that he fliould be very happy in 
<^ having us for his neighbours.* 

** I was quite oppreffed with the generofity of 
<^ Mr. Wyhnot's behaviour, not only in offer- 
<* ing m€ fo elegant an habitation in fo polite 
*f a manner, but alfo his patronage and coun^ 
^^ tenance againft the malevolence of the 
<^ world : for he was a man of fuch a ftri£t re- 

cfgard 
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to decency, that no one in the neigh- 
e ^ bourhood woyld prefume to queftion the rec- 
" titudc of our condufl, when we were under 
" his proteftion.* 1 therefore gratefully ac- 
" cepted of his propofal, told him * I would 

"go to '^ and fettle my affairs, refign 

"my fellowfhip, . and bring down Mrs. Ri- 
" vers as Toon as poffible.' — Mr. Wylmot feid, 
" ' he fhould go into the country the next day ; 
; " and, when we came, would fend his chariot 
"to meet the ftage- coach, and convey us in 
" a more decent manner to tlie place of our 
"abode.! _- . 

"Upon my • communicating my intentions 
" to Mrs, Rivers, (he almoft fhed tears of joy 
" at the thoughts of returning into the country : 
" for, though Ihe patiently' acquieiced in con- 
" tinuipg fo long in town, as fhe tiiought it 
'^ neceffiuy for her improvement, yet fhe had 
" often fighed to herfelf, and fent forth ardent 
" wiihes to fee her father, her friends, and 
" qyen her patiye place again; from which 
" Ihc had never before been abfent a week 
^" together. ^ 

" As to her father, old Mrs. Woodville, 

X ** you nuiy ^ppofc, had foon undeceived him 

"with regard to our being married befcjrc 

Vou II. E "we. 
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<< we left the country ; and had taken o 
^* from thence, to aggravate his fj 
** daughter's imprudence, in confentinj 
*^ off m fuch a manner with an Oxford i 
<« Upon my having vifitcd him therefo: 
^* I had fettled Mrs. Rivers in London, 
** covered great anxiety on her accouc 
<* with tears in his eyes, defired to 
-^^ * when he fliould have the pleafure c 
" bis daughter again, and when I inte 
<^ fulfill lily engagements to her ?* As 
<< what made him uneafy, I gave him 
^* ent proofs of my having done it alreac 
<* affured him, * that (he was -my wi 
<< that he Ihould fee her again, as fbon 
^< confiflent with the end propofed in 
^^ her from home.* On his account, tl: 
^* Mrs. Rivers was particularly happy 
'*^ thoughts of returning into that pa«t 
»<< country. 

** After preparing for our journey, \ 
^^ ^aifhingourfelves with fcveral elegant, 
'^^ -trifling, articles of furniture, which 
•** to occur to young Jioufekeepeps befor 
•<< of real ufe or convenience; we fct o 
•^^ London, accompanied alfo by ou 
^^ friend Mr^ Hammond^ and arrived 
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* the place whstt Mu Wylmo^s chariot^ 
^ with two fervants, n^tet us, and coavey^d 
' QS with no fmall ftate to his feat. As I was 
known to be airiehd of Mr. Wylmot's, and 
Qoniidered as a ^oung man who, though of 
fmall ibrtime^st prefent, had coniiderablc ex* 
pe^bUiibns, we were received with as much 
fiaring and ipeculation as if we had been 
people of inQre coniequence. We ftayed a 
few.dkys in Mr. Wylmot's houfe; and when 
we were fettled Jn our elegant little maniion, 
partly out of refpe£b to him, and partly^ 
I fuj/pofe, out of curiofity, we recdived.^e 
CQia^liments pf ;the neighbouring gentry ; and 
for tome time, I. believe, w^re the (ub)e£t of 
no fixiftll fpeculation. 



c H A P. xvr. 

Mr. Ri'iar/s S^ry cont'uUudm 

AS every .particular of this part of my 
•^ life is very intercfting tp naic>," conti- 
led Mr. Rivers,.** I nay probably Jiavc been 
a Uttie -tediouSj in my narration, I yriJJ there- 
fore haftcA to a cpnclufion. 

E 2 ^'M 
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, . *f As foon.as.wc were a little fettled in oni 
"-place of-refidencc, Mrs. RiveFS was im{* 
^'rtientto pay her duty to her father^ whhhci 

, ** Mr. Wylmot fent a fervant to attend \is 
*« You can more eafily conceive, than lea 
" defcribc, the tendernefs of a meeting be 

H^^.tween a parent, whadoated upon his dangl 
," rtct, and had fppi^ reafon to fear the event ( 

J •* the journey Ae liad .taken, and a d^ughtc 

, ** who had ncVef ^before been abfcnt ftom 1 

, " indulgent, a fetlier. 

« Though Mrs* Rivers was greatly in 

:" piroyed fincc fhe left the country, both i 

r^:h^r carriage,. in her manner^ and in the d< 

/^Micaoy of her coqiplexion'; yet her travellin 
♦* drefs a little obfcured her appearance the fir 
«* night. But the next day, being Sundaj 

-*< .Avhen Ihe came down drefl'ed for church, di 
** whole family were ftruck dumb with admi 

^^ ration. Mrs. Rivers, indeed, wanted no orna 
** ments to fet her oflE^ but a fuU-drefs alwaj 

^' bccanie her : and flie dreffed in fo good a tafh 

'*' that it greatly heightened her natural charm 
" The feme of Mrs. Rivers's beauty an 
^< appearance foon fpread amongft the neigl 
** bouring villages : and fomc ' of the y o«r 
^* fwains, of the beft fubftance, who had foi 
^ ' "mcrl 



**.mcrly Idoked upon themfclves as Mlfs ' 
^** Woodville's equals, began now to curfc ' 
*^ their follyy in fuffcring fiich a prize to Be 
*^ carried off by a mere ftranger; nay, fomc of* 
^* the. moft vain and fanguine began to in- ' 
" quire, * whether Ihe were yet really mair-* 
" ried;' boaiting, * that they could yet refcue'* 
"her from the clutches of fuch a mere milk- ' 
" fop/ as, I fouqd, they efteemed me. But 
". thefc conceited ruftics had no conception, • 
" that the improvpoacnts in Mrs. Rivcrs's mind * 
" would have been 2c greater obftacle to their 
^^ ambition, than thcfe in her mere outward 
^ <^ appearance ; for, befideS' her having' read a' 
^ "great deal, and converfed with people above ^ 
** their rank, Mr.Ifemmond, as well as my- 
^^ fclf, had taken- particular . pains, to cultivate ' 
*^ Mr». Riveifs's underfianding : and^ by letting ' 
** her into the ueal charafterj ofc the fereral^* 
•^.pcrfons into whofc company flie Had been* 
*^ introduced, and by giving her a feW general * 
<f maxims for her. conduft in life, a girl of 
^* her penetration and natural good fenfe foon * 
** became fumifbed with, a fufflcient knowledge 
**hof the workl. Aud Mrs. Rivers "^wsiS' as V 
*^- qjiick-fightcd in difcovering^ a fool, or a 
E. 3 *^ coxcomb,' 
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•* coxcomb, as if (he had convcrfcd her wh 
** life with (what is called) the beft company. 

^' We fj^nt a few days with Mrs, Rive 
** father, in that complete felicity which i 
*• cere friends enjoy after a tedious abfer 
•* I foon perceived, however, that the pi 
^ ftire which Mr. Woodvillc to<* in 
** da;ii^hter'9 conipany was fetal to N 
** Woodville's peace of mind; and that 
^< had been infinuating to her faufband, ^ I 
** proud his daughter was got ; that Ihe ahi 
** difdatned to fet her foot to the ground; 
^* that nothing in tbiir houfe fecmed g 
** ehoogh for fo fine a lady.* Though nod) 
^< c^uld be further from the truth than 
^* reprefentation, and thohgh Nfrs. Rr 
^^ behaved widi that iweetnefs and a&K 
^^ as to gadn dmoft the adoration of the wl 
^< family^ eidcepc her {{^mother; yei 
<* thought it b^ to fhorteaour vifit : and 
^^ returned to what we ox pr^fdnt cdnfid6red 
^ our home, and whtire for fome time wc H 
*^ extremely happy. 

<^ Mr. Wykoiot iildeed to6k every o;^ 
•* nity of ihewmg u^ maA* of his c^eem,* 
<^ eadeavoored to make every thing at Hgi 
^ aUct tj9 ti$ us poi£ble. Mrs. Rivers was 

«C V 



* fited to partake in every party of pleafure ;* 
' and Mr. Wylmot and I went frequently > 

' whole mornings a fimpling, .which botani- 
^ cal tafte was what I allvided to, as the origi- 
' nal of our intimacy; and, in (hort, Mr.,^ 
' and Mrs. Wylmot did every thing with fo 
'much delicacy and politends, that we were 

not fenfible of any fort of dependance. But * 
" y^^ y^^ "^^y ^ fure,^ fo precarious a fitu- - 
' ation could not be entirely fatisfadory to ♦ 
^ any man that ^as not void of all confidera- - 
' tion or forefight. 

" I could not bear to refl^a upon the liglit' 

* we muft probably appear in to the neighbour- - 
' hood^ who would not loi^ be ignorant o^'' 

* my fleader fortune, to the fcrvattts, anrf'i 
' perhaps (though I do not know that it wa» • 

* fo);to fome diftant relations of that worthy 
'man: for I have obfcr\'ed, that, when s 

^ man of fortune has no children, which wa»^ ^ 

* the jcafc with Mr, Wylmot, as foon as ever he 
' begins to decline from the meridian of life, he- 
^ is marked out, by his moft remote collateral i 

* kindred,,. as one that exifts merely for their- 

* emolument ; as a fteward, who is to manage 

* and improve his fortune fbf them or their 
•"oflTspfingj thathcis generally befet by mcr- 

E 4, " Gcnary- 
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** cenary people of that kind, to whom he ia 
•* accountable for every aft of friendfhip or gc- 
" neroiity; and that they often contrive to fup- 
** plant every one who feems to have the leaf! 
" (hare in his favour or affeftion. 

*< But though Mr. Wylmot was continually 
" Ihewing us little marks ojF his kindneft, as 
** has been • before mentioned ; yet it was in 
** fiich inftances as were rather convenient to 
** us, than very expenfive to himfelf ; and he 
•* had too high a fenle of juftice to his relations, 
** to fufFer his generofity to ftrangers to be any 
" real prejudice to them, 

** Another reafon for our living lefs agrcc- 
-*' ably in this fituation was (what perhaps 
** you would not have imagined) its not being 
** very diflant from Mrs. Rivers's native place: 
** for, though I am convinced no woman of 
** the nobleft birth or higheft education could 
** behave with more true politcnefs or propri- 
** ety, as was acknowledged by every one 
** that vifited us when we firft came into the 
** country, and whilft they were pleafed with 
♦* the novelty of the affair ; yet I foon found 
<* that die humble flation of fome part of her 
<* family, an^ Mrs. Rivers*s former fituation 
♦* andongft them, were uppermoft in the 

"thoughts 
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" thoughts of many trifling people of fafhion i 
"aad tliat thofe circumftances were made a* 
" pretence, at leaft, for cenfuring tljat beha- 
" viour in her, which would have been ap-v 
" plauded in any other woman. If fhe dreifed 
" genteely, it was called * giving herfelf airt» 
" which did not become her, of all people ; 
" furely a woman of her rank had a very good 
" excnfe for not following the fafhions fo 
^ very fcrupuloufly.* If fhe happened to omit, 
" or to be miftaken in, the minnteft parti- 
' " cular of ceremony, which was very feldom 
** the cafS; th^n, * what, could be expeftc* 
" from a perfon of fier educatiotii I her beha-' 
** vioqr fhews what ftie was ! one- may always^ • 
** diflinguifli the./rw^ gentlewoman in the mofb* 
** trifling partic\ilar !* In . fhort, as no people* 
** are fo fenfible of any little flights or indig-' 
"nities as* thofe who find themfclvei funk, ci-' 
•* theF by misfortunes or their own mifcon-* 
" duft, below -the rank which thoy werC' bt)rn* . 
"to (and for that -reafon. people of tlie beft • 
" breeding are /ufually inore careful not to- 
** omit the ufual marks of refpeft to pcrfons* 
** in that fituation) ;; perhaps I was more jealous^ 
" of my little rights in this refpeftthan many^. 
" people wouid. be, and was. lefs hy)py iaciy 
E 5 "prcfeig 
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<i^ prefent fituadoos on thdH accouxtt than I 
**• fhonld olhcrwife ha^c been, Notwithftanding 
^ my ImsKfa great goodhefs and gcnerofity 
** th^ircfbre, I was detcnnined to get into 
^ fomt more independent fiate of life as foon a( 
^foffible.. 



CttAF. xvn. 

* T?^OU will be furpriaed, pertiapSy ibj 
** ^ friend WiWgpofe,'* continued Mr. 
Kiversy. <^ that, after, taking my deg^ees^ and 
" rcfiding fo many years in the Univcrfity, and 
^* having had what i» called a learned edoca- 
^ tion^ i had not pnrfued <me of the kained 
*< profefliOTs,, Law, Pfayfic^ or EHvimty.. Bnt, 
" in the firft place,, in each of thofc profcf- 
** fions, 96 well aa in; b%her life, < Ambition 
*f fho^\Jrbt made of fterner fluff,* as Shake- 
^ fpeam &y3, than what my conftitutoon con- 
«< fifled <^; and I fancied I had fubftantial ar- 
Arguments againft each of them : at leafi^ 
^< though I had f<H-merIy fome inclinatioA to- 
^ the i|vtdx of. Phyfic, and hsA made fome 

**progrefar' 
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* progrefs in Botany, Anatomy, and. the other . 
" preparatory fcienccs ; yet, kj marrying lb -* 
" early in life, J had p^cchided myfclf, as. I 
*^imag|!Aed, from a fafficient ap^ication ei* - 
•* ther to that |>rofieffion: Of to thrLaw; for,- 
** few- people will caie to trn^ either theif 
•*• health to a Pbyficbn, or their fortune to^ 
*^ the management of a Lawyer, who is nott 
'^an adept in Ms profeffion: and a» to the'j 
^^Churcl^ the ufxial ianduary of many an idle .: 
"yonng feJlow, the little prc^grefs I afterwardg ^ 
** made, in Divimty^^ from a. wrong plan of .^ 
*^ihuly and an iU^ire&ed aj^rficationy dif^- 
^xGwaged.aie from engaging in fo folemn at 
^ frofeffion ; for,, dtongb I migbt be .qualified i 
*** to rMd » fermon . once a week to- a country : 
•• congregation, I .think it would be* much i 
*• better for the coBomunity, if many perfons ^ 
^in fnck cirenmftances would defcend to a^ 
^' more humble fpliere; of fife, rather than, by , 
•itttroding into a pBOYince for irfiich natut^ , 
" or at leaft. their education, never intendcd^ ^ 
•^f them, to miflcad others, by their blunders and : 
^^ ignorance^ Jn the. difchslrge • of that iacred ^ 
"funaion.V 

•* Ah l" fays Wildgoofe, " it is neithaer na- 
^ tureiK» education/ but grace and the call of : 
' E 6 <*^h0 
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*^ the Spirit^ that can qualify a man for that 
** facred funftion," 

** Why, that may be true, in fome mca- 
^* furc,** fays Rivers. ** A man fhould not 
** take upon him that office without fome in- 
*^ ward call from the ,^Holy Spirit; but the 
" moft. material part of the minifterial call 
** now-a-days feems to be the outward call to 
<* a good living ; and, it I had not by this 
^* match difobliged my good coufin Mr. Grc- 
" gory Grifldn, whom you have often heard 
<^ me mention, I fhould probably have inhe- 
*^ rited the advowfbn of which he is now pof- 
^^ fefTed : but, as fomebody has taken care to 
** mifreprefent my wife to him as a very vain 
<* extravagant woman, he will neither fee nic, 
" nor hear any thing in our favour, I have 
*.^ therefore now no profpeft of any living; 
*f and I do not chufe togo into orders^ tp be 
*^ a Curate all my life«time, and work for about 
" fifteen-pence a day, or twenty-five pounds a 
** year," 



CHAP. 
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-CHAP, xviir. 

Mr. Rivers^ s Story concluded. 

" \\r ^^^^ Sir/* continued Mr. Rivers, 
^* whilft I was in this uncertainty, 

" and undetermined what fchemc to purfuc, I 
" went to Ipend a day or two with that ^C*. 
" Fitz-Thomas whom I mentioned to yoit 
** as living in the neighbourhood. I there met' 
'^ another Oxford acquaintance, or rather 
^^ true friend, who had a good eftate in this 
** country where we are now fettled. It was' 
" Mr. Grandifon, whom I believe you remcm- 
" bcr; a near relation to Sir Charles Gran- 
^^ difon, who has iince made fo great a figure* 
** in the world, and little inferior to him in the^ 
'^ n^ft (hining parts of his character. 

" Upon talking over my precarious iituation 
" with my two friends, IVIr. . Grandifon faid^ 
" in a j^ng manner, * that I muft go and 
" take his farm,' which was then vacant by 
'^ the death of an old tenant, and was now 
'* upon my friend's hands* Mr. Grandifon had- 
" probably no ferious dcfign in this ; but, 

** though 
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** though I was very ignorant of the nayftcrj 
•^ of modern Farming, yet, having been fo^nuch 
** converfant: in the Claffics, I had conceived 
** a romantic notion of Agriculture, with which 
** *my tafte for. Botany alfo had fome connexion. 
"I was therefore agreeably ftruck with the 
" idea of turning Farmer, and began to think 
" ferkrafly of Mr. Grandifon's random propofal. 
'* In ftiort, upon talking the affair over, with 
*• him more minutely, I found that^ ftp- 
•* pofing I Ihould not make the moft of thingSj 
<^ it woidd yet be no difficult matter to raifc 
" the rent f which Mr. Grandifon . expcfiec 
-" ftqm it ; and that, with the intcreft of mj 
•* fortune^ I might live upon it very xomforta 
**• bly. And, when he found I. was really in 
^ dined to fettle in. fuch a retired way, Mr 
" Grandifon fecmcd plcafcd widi the thought 
^ of having a tenant, of whom he -could upw 
<< occafion make a difinterefted companion ii 
•< that part of the year which he ufually fpen 
*• in the country. 

<« Not to 'trouble youwith' any move unin 
*• tcrefting particulars, after coniulting witl 
<« Mrs. Rivers and Mr. ,Wylmot, I cam 
** down with Mr- Grandifon to view the .pre 
*< mife»j whttcb appearing every way agireabJc 
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" he gave me a prc^r ftcurity for an uAinter- 
" rapted poflcffion of my farm, upon paying 
" the old rent, which was a very moderate otte ; 
" and we foon after left our elegant modern 
" cabinet in — — -fliire, for this Gothic dwelling 
" where you now find us, and where, by fee 
" help of an honeft old couple, who live lA tfcat 
" cottage behind the elms, and take the chief 
" drudgery of managing the farm off our hands, 
*^ we pafs our time in a manner entirely fiiit- 
" able to our love of eafe and retirement. The 
'' farm more than furnifhes us with all the lie- 
" ceffaries of life; and it is incredible, with 
" Mrs. Rivers's OEfconomy, how ffloali an in- 
" come fupplies us plentifully ijrith Jill the de- 
^* gancies which temperance and an tinexpenlive 
** tafte require. 

" We are happy in a friendly intercourie^ 
*^ with the Rcftor of our parifh and his lady, 
^ who are fenfiblc, worthy people. We arc 
^ fometimes invited by people of higher rank 
** in the neighbourhood ; but, as I am convinced 

* that, as foon as they have fatisfied their curfo- 
^ fity, and difplayed their magnificence, there 
" is an end 6f their civllky, I give but few of 

* ihetti that fatisfaftion* 

"loonverjfe 
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. *• I converfe sis little with the generality of my 
•* brother Farmers : yet, though maiiy of them 
•* are people of low cvunning, and never fpeak a 
** word, even about the weather, without fome 
** artful defign ; yet I now and then meet witli 
^'^ a great deal of good fenfe among them, and a 
** plainnefs and iimplicity which are truly valua- 
** ble wherever they are found. 

. ** But my ftudy affords me. fufiicient relax- 
" ation from the bufinefs of my farm, which 
** iadeed employs a confiderahle pjtrt of each 
*< day,.fo that time never hangs heavy upon my) 
** hands; and I really take as much pleafurc m, 
•* the neatn^fs of my farm, as grander folks da 
** in their woods and lawns. 

" Nay, I have reconciled my felf even to the 
*< dirtieft part of my bufinefs, and can difcover. 
*' fome fort of beauty in a dunghill ; .. which, 
«* by reducing the moft worthlefs things in na- 
** ture into an ufeful compoft, gives me a plea^ 
** fure fimilar to that of an artift, who pro- 
^ duces order out of confufion ; or even that 
** of a painter, who exhibits a pleafing land- 
** fchapc from contemptible materials, and 
•' from the confufed jumble of various colours 
^ upoabis pallet. But I begin to be tedious; 

« and 
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and will conclude with the Poet's trium- 
phant diftich : 

'' I've g^n'd the port, and fafe at anchor ride ; 
" Farewell, vain hopes ! — ^let others Hem the tide," * 
Mr. Rivers having now brought his narra- 
te to a conclufion ; though Wildgoofe thought 
} friend's Situation favourable enough to his 
?ws of making him a profelyte, and was in- 
ned to give a fpiritual turn to the converfa* 
m : yet Nature now prevailed over Grace ; 
d, being exhaufted with attention, as well as 
agued with his walk, he expreffed his drow- 
icfs by a very fignificant cxtenfion of hU 
vs. Rivers, therefore, watted upon his friend 
his apartment ; and they retmd to reft.. 

C H A F. XIX. 
fn H^ldgoofe qmjlions Mi^ Rivers on Religion. ♦ 

t>OX take you ! Iwifhyou were married^ 
^;and fettled in the country!" fays the 
ike of Buckingham to a dog that fnapped at 
nas^he walked the ftreet. This his Grace 
ifidered as the greateft cur/e he could wifh to 
greateft enemy. Yet there have been people 
10 have found happinefs- in a- country life, 
:i who* have thought eve» Matrimony ziUf- 
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fitg ; and poor Rivers was weak cnougkto rank 

' hiinfclf in that number. 
. Mr. Wildgoofcj being wakad pretty;: early 
by the finging of the birds and the vivacity of 
hb own imaginations, was impatient to pucfue 
his journey to Briftol, the place of his deftma-^ 
tion; and coming down ftairs, he found his 
friend and Mrs. Rivers with their little family 
already affembled in the breakfdft-room, intO' 
wliich the fun darted his beams through an 
caftem window. The ncatnefs of the tea-table, 
the frelhnefs of Mrs, Rivefs*s Complexion, 
and the chearfulnefs of hef cotititenance, at- 
tended by her little Cupids with their rofy 
cheeks, revived in Wildgoofc for at moment 
his focial inclinations; and he began to think 
but meanly of the preient vagafe6nd profeffion 
iji which he had ^Voluntarily engaged, and 
could not forbear tjic tribute of a figh to the 
absent Mifs Townfe^d* 

After breakfaft, hoWeverj he ^lOught it his 
dnty ** to put in a word for God,** as his 
ufual expreffion was ; aiid began to examine his 
old friend about the Aate of his religion* 

" I remember,*' fays he, " when we were 
", acquainted at College, you wfcre Vfery piouflf 
<< difpofed f ^> thmgh God had hot t^n 

** awakened 
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•^ awakened me, I could not but admire thofe 
" who were more religious than myfelf.** 

" Why, I do not know,'* replies Rivers, 
" that I was iny better than my neighbours. 
fe| ** However, I am indebted to a very good, 
'^ though perhaps ah odd man, for what litde 
" notion I then ha4 of* religiori : my good 
/" coufin I mean, Mr. Gregory Grifldn, the 
" little fat StafRwdfliire Clergyman, whoiii 
" you have often heard me mention, and with 
" whom I lived for fome time after the death 
" of my father. 

<^ My father^ though a very learned and 
" ftadious man, took but little care of our re- 
^* ligious educatiop. I had an old aunt, in- 
" deed, who lived with us after the death 
*^ of my mother, and who ufed to talk to ui 
** tqpon the fubjefl: once a week. But fhe 
** generally came out of her clofet on a Sunday 
^ 0ight in ibch d peevifh humour as gave us no 
** very amiable idea of devotion ; for, if we 
^* did but laugh or talk, fhe would fall into ^n 
^* outrageous pafiion, and reproach us with 
•* minding nothing that was good. We ufed 
" to read The Whole Duty of Man to her ;" 
[here WiWgoofe (hook his head with a 
cootemptuout imile;] " and I remember her 

<* Qftea 



•* oft^n inculcating to us what forac piouj 
^< author fays of temperance in eating and 
*• drinking ; * that the only end of thofe natural 
*\ funAions is to preferve life; and ths^ it is 
** even unlawful to propofc any pleafure in 
'^ thenu' 3o tli^t I found the mdft temperate 
^* meal I had ever made had been highly finful; 
** for I always found that the fatisfying 
** one's hunger, even with bread*, and cheefe,^ 
*' was neceffarily attended with ^pleafure. Hi- 
" therto therefore the very mention of religion 
*^ always damped my enjoynient. . 

** But at my coufin Gregory^s I was inured 
"to its feverities Ky an . agreeable mixture 
** of mortification and imdulgtnce*. There the 
*^ flelh and fjpirit feemed to have entered into 
'^ a very amicable compromtfe, not to invade 
" each other's territories. My coufin Grcgoryj 
'< as no man prayed more, 6> no man eat better, 
'< He was as hearty at his meals, as at his devp- 
*^ tions. The beii often raiSg, indeed^ three 
** times a day, to fummon us to prayers, el 
^ ther in the family, or in the church. But 
^ then we immediately adjournedj either. tc 
" breakfaft, to dinner, or to fupper; fron: 
** colleds to collationsi and from litanicj 
^' and abfolutions. to hot rolls ia^ tl^e morningj 

' «tc 
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^ to tithe-pigs and fat gcefe at noon, and to 
" rafbcrrics and cream and applc-cuftards at 
^ night : the very tccollcftion of which, at 
** this diftancc of time, is no unfavoury cori- 
** teroplation. 

" The good books, however, with which 
'^* my coufin Gregory fiipplied me, being better 
" adapted to my tafte and to my capacity, gave 
^* me the firft notions of praftical religion ; 
" fuch as, Biftiop Ken's Manua}, The Great 
" -Importance of a Religious Life, Nelfon's De- 
^^ vdtions, Burkit, and the like plain and fenfi- 
" blc writers. 

'* Yet I cannot but confefs, that^ after I 
'^ came to the Univerfity, by reading the 
" -writings of 'Free-thinkers, and convcrfing 
" with diflblute people, 1 became quite a 
" fceptic in religion, and had hardly any fct- 
•** uled opinions at all : but, upon having re- 
"" courfe to my Bible, thtnigh I found feveral 
" things there, which, from the nature of thofc 
"writings, muft neceflarily be obfcure, yet 
** the effential duties of religion are fo ftrongly 
" delineated, that, I am convinced, nothing is 
^^ wanting, but an humble mind and an honeft 
^^ heart, to make us underftand our duty; and 
• "the 
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" the ordinary afliftancc of God*s Spirit, to 
" enable us to praftife it." 
. Wildgoofe began to controvert his fricncPi 
opinions : but, finding him rather obftinatc, 
he was unwilling to pufh matters too far at pre« 
fent. He began therefore to think of proceed- 
ing in his travels, and fetting out for Briftol, 
according to his firfl intentions. 

He had addreffed himfelf once or twice to 
Mrs. Rivers. But Mr. Rivers interpi^fing, 
** My good friend," lays he, " my wife fays 
*^ her prayers, and takes care of her £upily, 
^^ and does ^11 the good in her power among(] 
** her poor neighbours r but women, wfaofc 
<^ afiedions are employed upon their childrra, 
*' and their attention taken up with domcftic 
" concerns, liave not time for thefe nice fpe- 
*' culations, in which, I find, you have of late 
^^ been fo deeply engaged, and which feeni to 
^* have taken entire. poffefEon of your imagi- 
" nation. We will therefore drop the fub)e£V, 
5^ ifyouplqafe, and take a walk in the garden, 
** or try to catch fbmc fifh for our dinner/ 
Wildgoofe thanked ,his old friend; but iaid, 
'^ he could not poflibly accept of his inyita- 
'^ tion, as he was determined to get to Briftol 
" that evening." He tiicreforc took bis leave 
4 ^f 
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of Mrs. Rivers ; tod, with his fellow-traveller 
Tugwell, fct out upon his expedition, Mh 

i- Rivers going with thqm to direct them into the 

^ great road. 



CHAP. XX. 

Comforts of Matrirrlonj. 

\ X/TR* Rivers walked a mile or twawith hb 
3 *^^ old friend, to direft him^ as I obferved, 
^ into the gre^t road. Wildgopfe could not foF* 
i bear complimenting him upon the appai:e{it 
E happinefs of his fituation ; ^nd faid^ *< he 
\ ^ only wanited tbf me thing ne^dful^ to c()mplc«e 
« his felicity.** 

Mr, Rivers replied, ^* that he flaltet^ him- 
^* felf with the notion of being as happy as 
^^ any one can be in this world, I confider 
" every man,** faye he, ** before marriage, as 
^ climbing the hill of life. Every ftep pre- 
" ients him with fwie new profpcft, and flat- 
" tcrs him with the hopes of more complete 
" enjoyment, I am now arrived at the fum- 
■** mit of the hill, and, I believe, in poffeflion 
*^ of all the felici^ w||iich this world can 
"affoid. 

"At 
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** At the fame time, I have a clear and di- 
*^ fdnGt view down the whole vale of morta- 
** lity ; and can perceive, that there is nodung 
*' very exquifite to be expected from it : but, 
*^ by making the beft of every incident, whc- 
** ther fortunate ^or ot^crvvifc, I think a wife 
** man mayl make the journey tolerably cafy 
** through this life, and muft wait with pa- 
** tience for more perfeft happinefs iii the 
« next." V ; : 

* Wildgoofe made forae oljeftion to the inaSi- 
vity of fuch a fituation for fo young a man. 
To which Rivers anfwered, ^* that he faw, in- 
*< deed, fome of his acquaintance riflng into 
*^ Biftiops, Generals, Admirals, Judges, or cmi- 
^* nent Phyficians : but," fays he, <* they have 
** their reward, in the iplendor and the applaufe 
^* of the world ; I have mine, in the cafe and 
>* tranquillity of my life." 

Before they parted, Rivers took the liberty, 
in his turn, to expoftulate with his friend on 
his prefeat romantic undertaking; and faid, 
« diat although he did not doubt his intention 
^< was good, and that the world ftood in need 
^ of fpme reformation ; yet he could not think 
>* that any private peribn could be juftified in 
^< difturbing the peace of focicty, without fon»e 

<«diwi« 
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** divine commiffion for that piirpofe." But 
reafoning with a man under the influence of 
any paffion is lilce endeavouring to flop a wild 
iorfe, who becomes more violent from being 
purfued. The two friemls, however, took 
leave with mutual good wifhes. Wildgoof^ 
faid, " he (hould pray for Mr. Rivers's con- 
"** verfion :'*— and Rivers, «* that it would be 
" a great pleafure to him, to hear that Mr. 
^' Wildgoofe was returned to his difconfolate 
^* mother.'* 



CHAP, XX. 

They arrive at BrlJf&U 

TT was now paft the middle of the day, and 
the weather extremely hot. TugweH, there- 
fore, interceded with his matter, ** to flop and 
*'refre(h themfelves at a fmall inn, a few miks 
^' ihort of Briftol j" with which requeft, though 
impatient to get to his journey's end, Mr. WiM- 
goofe thought it expedient to comply. He tobk 
himfelf a very tlight refrefbmentj but defircd 
Jerry, « to call for what he chofe;'' vv!i;..ii 
having done, and taken his [>ipe accord! {)? :: 
VoT. TT. F cufU xr 
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cuftom, Jerry fat down upon a bench, I 
tweenaBath Poftilion and the Tapfler, and to 
a comfortable nap* But Wildgoofe foon row 
him from his tranquil ftate, and again fete 
ivith hafly ftf ides for the great commercial c 
of Briftol ; which he confidcrcd, however, 
no other light than as the Capernaum, i 
prefent refidence of that great apofile h 
Whitfield. Here they arrived about fix o'clc 
in the evening. 

As foon as they were got through the ci 
gate into Temple-flreet, which gives one 
very favourable idea of that opulent city, foi 
boys called after Tugwell, who was a f 
yards behind his matter, " Ha ! Jerry ! y( 
«« humble fervant. Matter Jerry!" Befi 
he could exprefs his furprize, another cries oi 
*' God ha* mercy, Jerry !**- A third hollo 
out, ** Jerry for ever !" 

As (bon as Tugwell could come up to Wil 
goofe, " Od{bobs,'' cries he, " why. Mad 
** our name is up ; we may lie abed ; I fupp< 
/•they have heard of pur preaching all oi 
•' England by this time ; the very boys in t 
^^ ftreet feem to know utf, and call us by o 
^« names."—" Why," replies Wildgoofe, ,« 
•^ do not fuppofe it is altogether the iame 
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^^ our preaching that inakes 4js known here $ but 
^' I do not dottbt that God will fend his Angel 
^Vbefore us, as he did before Mr. Whitfield in 
^Waks*5 and wherc-evcr we come, prepare 
* people for our reception*" 

Wildgoofe was goiiiig on in his obfervations ; 
When Jerry now getting before him, he faw hia 
name, in capital letters, written upon his 
back, with chalk ; which was a piece of wag^ 
gery of the Tapfter*s at their laft ftage, who, 
having heard his naafter call him Jerry, while 
Tugwell took a nap between him and the Pof- 
tilion, as was related, had put that joke upon 
nim. Wildgoofe rubbed out the chalk as well 
as he could, to prevent them from being ex« 
pofed to unneceflary fpeculation ; and they 
trudged on towards the heart of the city. 

Upon inquiring after a lodging of a fober fort 
of atradefman at his door, they were direfted 
down to the Quay : where they met with a to- 
lerably decent apartment at a Gingerbread-ba- 
ker's, on reafonable terms ; though they were 
obliged, by a prudent precaution of their land- 
lady, to pay a week's rent on their taking pof- 
feffion of the premifes. 

* Vid. Journatc 

Fa Wildgoofe. 
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Wildgoofc, thinking it now too late t< 
on Mr. Whitfield that evening, employ 
in making proper inquiries after his lodj 
and in giving good advice to the people 
he himfelf lodged ; and, and after eating a 
fupper, retired early to his repof^. 
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CHAP. I. 

Mr. Wildgotfi^s rmervietu wHh^Mr: JVhhfield. 

yV L Lr the civilized nations of the world* 
IJL had now — boiUd^ their tcai- kettles;^ 
and all the inhabitants of Great-Britain, ^ ex- 
cept thofe of the court-end of the n^^tropolis, 
were at this>infiant recruiung their fpirits with 
a<;omfortable breakfaft; when Mr. Wildgoofc, 
ever attentive to the great ob}e«Sl of his peregri* 
nation,, fummoned his fellow- travcHer, Jere- 
miah Tugwell, from the kitchen chimney- 
corner, where he had got leave to fmoke his 
morning pipe. " Conne, Jerry," fays Wild- 
goofe, ** up, and be doing; lay afide your 
** pipe, and follow me." 

F 3 When 
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** fenfc of religion : and we have taken a pretty 
«• long journey, to learn from your mouth a 
** more perfedl knowledge of this way." 

•* Yes, yes," quoth Tugwcll, a little en- 
couraged by Mr. Whitfield's condefcenfion, 
•<* his Worfliip is no novice in thefe matters 
•* himfelf: he can preach like any Biftiop, upon 
*^ occafion, if that were all; but be is come to 
^ know how your Reverence will pleafe to em- 
•* ploy him, and to get a little more of your 
** G'ofpel lingo, and fuch like." 

This difcovery of Wildgoofe's intentions was 
by no means agreeable to Mr. Whitfield ; for, 
whether he gloried in the number of his follow- 
ers, and began to tafte the fweets of fuch dif- 
tindion, or whether he thought that too 
great a number of labourers in the vineyard 
might render the foil lefs fruitful to himfelf; 
fiowever it was, he did not feeni inclined toad- 
mrt any more (harers in the labour*; but 
began to complain of the great number of di- 
vifions already among them j " that one was 
•< of Paul, and another of Apollos j that brother 
•* Weflcy had preached another Gofpel, entirely 
" contrary to his ; and in ftort, that, from 

* «* Fetceived in royfclf fomcthing like Envy towards Bro- 
" ihcrH— ./• JouEN. p. 6. 

* " that 
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"that fource, ftrifc, envy, wrath, reveling, 
"back'biting, drunkennefs, and every evil 
**work, began already to prevail amongft 
" them ♦." 

" Well, well," fays Tugwell, before Wild- 
goofe could reply, ** his Worfhip does it only 
" out of love and good-will, as a body may fay ; 
**we have traveled pretty near an hundred 
"miles a foot upon this errand; though, for 
** that matter. Matter Wildgoofe has as good ' 
" a gelding in his ftable as any gentleman in the 
" county ; and can afford to fpcnd his own 
" money, if need be, and does not do it for the 
"lucre of gain.'^ 

When Mr. Whitfield heard the hame of 
Jf^ildgoo/e^ht immediately recoUefted the ac- 
counts he had received, %y letters from Bath and " 
Gloucefter, of this opulent convert ; and im- 
mediately foiind himfelf inclined to receive more 
favourably Mr. Wildgoofe's propofals. He 
thought he might advantageoufly employ in 
feme remote province fo creditable a Miffionary, , 
ofwhofe^ abilities he had heard no common en- 
comiums. He now, therefore, began to inqui# «^ 
nrore/paxticularly into the circumftanccs of his • 

• Journal, p. €• 

F s , coiw- 
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convcrfion, and what poofs he could give of » 
Oiinifterial call and qualifications. 

« Well, Brother Wildgoofe/' fays Mr. 
Whitfield, " * when and where were you con- 
** verted? when did you firft begin to feel the 
" motions of God's Spirit ? in what year, whUt 
•* month, what day, and in what manner, (fid 
" you receive the fecret call of the Spirit to un- 
** dertakethe work of the Miniffiry? what work 
** of grace has God wrought upon your foul i 
** and what fymptoms have you felt of the New 
« Birth r 

Wildgoofe, not being prepared for a fcrutiny 
of this kind, began to ftare, and could not readily 
give an anfwer to thefe queflions. After a lit- 
tle recollection, however, he faid, ^* that.feveral 
*' circumftances had contributed to w^an him 
*' from the vanities of the world ; which dif- 
** pofition was confirmed," he faid, '* by hearing 
*' one or two Gofpel- preachers, but chiefly by 
*^4-eading fevcral good books, and particularly 

his and Mr. Wefley's Journals ; whence/ 

from obferving the great fuccefs God had 
'^ given to their labours, he found himfelfin- 
** clinedto attemptfomething in the fame way/*' 

-•* This was the ufual form of cxaminatiDn by theTryers-l* 
the iaa Cenlury. 

Here 
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H^rc Tugvycll cou!d not forbear putting in 
vcrdia. *« Odfbobs !" %s he, *« I believe 
[unde/ftand what the gentleman means by 
the New Birth. It is no longer ago than laij 
Dftober, we bad beqn grinding apples, and, 
making cyder, for Mad^m Wildgoofe, yoiir 
iVor(hip's mother; and all tbe next day I w^. 
nprtal ilck, and troubled with the gripes an j 
;b& belly-ach ; and I thought I Ihould havQ 
^Qunded av^ay^ , Old Madanx gave me fome 
^^i^y-p^S^J! y ^"^ ^^r Dorothy, who is thct 
)eft wife in England, would have had me eat 
bme bacon and eggs : but I could not bear, 
be fnjiell of vi<Stuals ^ and I thought I fliould^ 
lave died. But at night, as foon as ever your 
Vorfhip b^gan to preach in our chimney-^ 
orner, I found coixifprt 5 and, from that times 
this, I liave never drunk a drop of cyder^ 
lor been at an ale-houfe, till we came thii 
ourney, nor at any merry-making, nor Jicb 
ike ; as your Worfhip very well knows." 
^ildgoofc endeavoured more than once, by, 
iks and nods, to give a check to Tugwell's 
ubility. But, though Jerry probably miftgok 
colic for the fymptoms.of the New Birthi- 
Mr. Whitfield defired ?o hear the particu^ 
s, and endeavoured to give the moft religious 
F 6 turn. 



I08 THE SPIRITUAL Q^UIXOTE. 

turn that he could to his impertinence. Their. 

s^ddreffing himfelf again to Mr, Wildgoofe: 

*« Well, Sir," fays Mr. Whitfield, «' I would 
^* have you confider before you put your hand 
^ to the ploughy and compute the cofls^\ that is^ 
** how you can bear the pcrfecutions, the in- 
** fultS) and mockeries,, which you muft expeff 
** to meet with in this arduous undertaking* 
<* You muft fubmit to the l6weft offices in this 
^^ labour of love '^ you muft'pafs through evil. 
•* report and goedfefort, converfe with publicans 
** and fiihners, and even with harlbts, if there 
** be any profpeft , of their converfion. And I 
"will confider," continues Mr. Whitfield^^ 
** of the propereft method of employing your 
** talents'. But,^ I believe, I flfall fend you to. 
*^ preach the Gofpel to the poor Colliers ia 
" Stafford and Shr^pfliire, jor to the fubterra- 
'^ neous inhabitant! of the lead-mines in tha 
•* Peak of Derbyftxire, who ar^ as flieep with- 
** out a Oiepherd ; though I hope my Brother 
** Wcfley has, by this, time, been, amongft 
"them." / 

Wildgoofe replied, "*e fhduld drfpofe of 
"him as he thought proper.'* And Tugwell, 
who, though he fancied himfelf another Ti- 
mothy, yet confidered amyfement chiefly in his 

tri^vehv 



I 



TH ESP I Rl T U A L QJJ I X 0TB.' lO^} 

travels, cried out, " Odsbobs ! I (hall like to tfa- - 
** vel into Dd-byfliire, and fee the wonders of the 
**Peak. There is a hole in the earth without 
^ any bottom to it, as they do fay ; and a paf-' 
^^-fage into the oAer world, which they call,* 
"the Devil's a— fc o? Pigak/'— « I do nor 
^know what they call it,** replies Mr. Whit-' 
field ; *' buty by all accounts, thc^ Devil has air 
^^extenfive property, and great power, over the* 
""whole world at prefent^ cfpecially amengftr 
'^thofe poor people*i' whof© fubterrancous em* 
"ployment cuts thejn off from all chance of". 
" fpiritual *inftruftion. But I ^hope^ by the 
"help of my- good brother here, and other? 
'^friends, we fball foon make. the Djevil'd king** 
" dom fhake to its very centre. 

*' I am to preach this afternoon,", continues s 
Mr. Whitfield, << to the poor Colliers of Kingf- 
" wood, whercj jiiiy greateft enemies muft con* - 
" fefs, J have done confiderable fervice 5 and in •. 
*' thecvemng to one of our Societies in Briftol : . 
"to both which places I hopq you will accom-*. 
" pany me, and behold the wonderful works of / 
«<Jod.** 

Wildgoofe faid, ." he would with pleafure 
"attend him i" but added, ** as God had fo far 

«^ prof- 
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^^ profpered his journej as ta bring him to the 
" fight o£ Mr. Whufi^ld, he would trefpafe da 
*^ longer upon his time at prefent than to de- 
^^ liver Lady Sherwood's cornel iQ^nts,a^ h'e b^d 
*^ promifed hef L^dy&ipa wbotm he faw at 
•* Bath.:" Mr. Whit#el4 neplied^ <^ that thai 
^\ was an EU& LMy^ a Sjt^ o( thQ fif ft magijU' 
^^ tude ; and he did Mt dpubt biH Oie would Ik 
<^ an inftrumenl;)1>ythe inflti^iicewlMch hi^rrank 
^ and fortune gave hjeV) of prqp^ojtijng the grea( 
^•' work which was gomg tp be wf ou^ht uppn 
^theeaft*.*' 

Mn Wildgoofe tken took his leave, p0- 
mifing, <* to, attend him viitk great p^un^^Maliiy) 
<^ both at his after oooa'^ and eveaiag's engagQ* 
•^ ment.'* 
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than Mr. Whi^ld at Klngfiuood. 

A S fooft ae they were come iato the- fti^eet^ 
«« Odsbodilana !** cries TugweH^ " this i« 
*^ a ^Mperate fatmlkt Gentkman. Mettunks 
^ be and I could be as good companjr togetber 
^ as if we had becA xcqualnted thefe tw^Bty 
*^ yeiirs.. But I think he mtghft have offered us 
*^ a bit of his oven-cake, and a drop of his 
** buttered-ale, or whatever it was* Buteoiote^ 
** Mafter, let us go^ and get fomething to eat ; 
" you wiJl never be able to hold out as Mr, 
** Whitfield docs. He feems to like a bit of the 
*• good creiwr as well as other folks/' 

" Ah \ Jerry,'' fays Wildgoofe, « thy 
" thoughts ftill run upon thy belly and the' 
" flcfh-pots of Egypt. However, our Mafter 
" does not deny us the ufe, but the abufe,- of 
'* his good creatures^ * Thou fhalt not muz- 
^^ zle thy ox, or thy afs^ that treadeth' out thy 
^' corn.' 1 hofe that labour moft in fpiritual 
" things, have the beft right to thefe carnal 
3 '^ things J 
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"^tHings ; though they do not place their hap- 
*^pinefs in themt" 

By the time thdy came to their lodgings, how-f 
ever,: their hoftefs.had got a good warm dinner^ 
of homely food ; the favoury finell of which ^ 
revived Wildgoofc's appetite : fothat, the natu- 
ral man getting the better of the fpiritual, he 
lit down with Tugwell and the family, aod 
ate as heartily as the beft of them* 

The time^was now come, when they were ta* 
Intend Mr. > Whitfield to Kingfwood ; where' 
when they arrived, after a fultry walk, they* 
found > about ten thou&nd people aflembled ; 
the trees and hedges being lined with fpedatorS'- 
There had been a violent ftorm of thunder and* 
lightning; but this was difpelled by a fingle' 
•jaculation-: and Providence was pleafed fo viii'\ 
bly to interpofe, in caufing the weather to clear 
up juft as he began, that Mr. Whitfield could* 
not avoid.' taking notice of it in his -difcourfe. 
to the people^ and to hint, *^ that the courfe' 
*^ of naiure had been altered, i|i favour of his; 
^''■harangue." The fun now (bone,, and all' 
was huflij^; and,, notwithftanding jthediftance. 
of fome part of the audience, they all heard. 
diftin£lly; for indeed,. the, wind was extremely- 
favourable. . . 

Wiilil : 
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IVhilft all was thus in a profound calm for 
near an hour, every one being attentive to the 
yoice of the Preacher, on a fudden the ikies 
again grew black; and the aflembly was alarmed 
a fecondtime, by a moft tremendous volley oC 
thunder and lightning, and a florm of rain. 

A remarkable difference now appeared be-> 
tween the Saints and the Sinners* Thofe 
«hom curiofity, or |)erhaps fome lefs jufiifiablfifr 
motive, had brought thither, fcampered away!:, 
with the utmoft precipitation to trees or hedges, 
or fome occafional iheds which had been creeled 
amongft the coal-works, to avoid the impending 
ftorm ; whilft thofe who either were, or fan-^ 
cied they were, poffeffed of true faith, fcorned 
to flinch, or to difcover the leaft regard to their 
bodies, whilft they were thus refrefhing their 
fouls with the heavenly dew of Mr. Whitfield's 
eloquence. 

Mr. Whitf eld now very dextroufly (hifted his 
difcourfe to the prefent occafion ; and obferved, 
" that although Providence had, at their firft 
" meeting, fo miraculoufly put a flop to the 
" rain ; yet he had now, with, the fame gra^ 
*' cious intention, permitted it to rain again, 
"to try the zeal of his audience, and to dif, 
" tinguifh his fincerc vptaries ftom Ei;etenderj 

^^and,^ 
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** and hypocrites; axul he diditot doubt but, 
/^ together, with tberain^ God would fhower 
^ down upon them the gracious dew of hjt 
'* bleffing, and refrefliL them with his fpirit " 
And. this comfJiment many of theni thought 
a fufficient confolation for their being wet to 
the fkiii. 

The fervice being now ended, though the 
ftorm was over, and the fun (bone out i yet a 
^good part of the audience were in fuch a drip*; 
ping condition^ that it furnifbed many a piou9 
foul with a good pretence for taking a cordial^ 
and the brandy-bottle and ginger- bread w^re 
plentifully diflributed by the futtlers^ that aU 
ways attended on thefe occa&on^ 



CHAP; lit 

£v€ning*s Eniertainmsntk * 

v/rR. Wildgoofe and his friend TugwcJJ had 
hardly dried, apd refreihed themfelves af' 
ter. their return ftom Kingfwood, whe^n they 
were again fummoned to attend Mr. Whitfield 
to the nightly meeting at the Tabernacle; 
where he harangued to a Ie(s numerous, yet 

lOC 
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liot a lefs crowded, audience than that at 
Kingfwood, He ufually made choice of a dif- 
ferent text at each meeting ; but, whatever the 
fubjefl: was, it always ended, like Gato's fpeeches 
inthe fenate-hcmfe, wi(l^ DeUnda eji Carthage 
'* Down with your good works /" with a denun- 
ciation againft felf-righteoufnefs, and a Recom- 
mendation of Faith alone in its ftead, as if 
Virtue were inconftftent with the ,belief of the 
Gofpel ; though, as a great Divine "* obferves, 
** this dofirine of renouncing their own righ-» 
** teoufnefs has been generally found moft agree- 
•* able to thofe who have no righteoufnefs of 
•* their own to renounce." 

And now Wildgoofe difcovered the true (e- 
cret of making converts. He had often him- 
felf had the fatisfa£lion of being followed and 
applauded for his eloquence; but had reafda 
to fufpec): that he rather entertained his audi- 
ence, than made them real converts to his opi- 
nions* His miftake was, that he began at the 
wrong end% He went the old-fafliioned way to 
work, and was for perfuading people to repent 
of their fins, and reform their lives ; to pra£):ire 
the precepts, as well as believe the dodrines, 
of the Gofpel J which kind of preaching, 
« CbUIiogwonh. 

though 
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though enforced in the moft pathetic manncfy 
was not fo generally palatable as might be ex^ 
peded. 

Mr. Whitfield, on the contrary, faid'littlcf 
stbout Repentance, but laid all the ftrefs upon^ 
Faith alone; fO that, ifiaman was, or fancied, 
or even faid, that he was, pofleffed of true 
Faith, he was immediately pronounced a con- 
vert, and, whether-hiB reformed his life or mU 
became a Saint upon eafy terms. By this^* 
means chiefly fuch crowds of Colliers and' 
Chimney- fgveepers were transformed into An- 
gels of light, and;:j^yBine entitled to many a 
comfortable breakfaft of buttered-toaft and tea 
with the more wealthy devotees, and helped 
to ihcreafe the fame and popularity of thefe^ 
itinerant Reformers : not to mention the many 
ftcetious tales with which Mr. Whitfield' 
amufed his hearers from Joe Miller, and other 
authors of facetious memory; and the attrac- 
tions which were found in their Pfalms and^ 
Hymns ; which, being chiefly fet to popular^ 
tunes, had the fame efFedl in recommendiitg' 
their doflriries, as the like caufe had formerly- 
tfteftablifcing the fame -of the BeggarVOpcra. 

The meeting being ended, and-Mt. Whit- 
field, fobcwhat fatigued, he .took his leave of 

Mr^ 
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rMr. Wildgoofe for that evening, but defired 

liis company to breakfaft the next morning; 

with which Mr. .Wildgoofepun£tuaIly complied. 

'Mr. Whitfield then told him, << he had it 

** revealed to him by the.Spirit, that Mr. Wild- 

^^geofe fhould go towards Ibe North in a few 

** days, and preach to the Colliers and Lead- 

** miners in thofe parts.; but that he fhould 

*^ firft give the word of exhortation to tbeir 

*^ brethren at the feveral meetings in Briftol, 

** that he might judge of the foundnefs of his 

^* do£lrine, and give him any necefiary inftruc- 

** tions for his future conduft.*' 

Though this was but a proper compliment 
to fo diftinguifhed a convert, and Mr. Whit- 
field was willing to treat his followers wkh a 
litde variety ; yet, as he found fome few fpasks 
of jealoufy in hi^ own breaft, he was defirous 
of difmiffing Wildgoofe as foon as he decently 
could. Mr. Whitfield, indeed, had the ad- 
vantage of him in complexion, and the fblem- | 
nity of bis periwig (and a good periwig, as the 
Barber obferved, contributes not a littleto the 
converfion of Sinners) ; yet Wildgoofe -ex- 
celled Whitfield in an expreffive countenance, 
and a more gentleman- like air 5 not to mention 
the weight which an opinion of Wildgoofe's 

fuperior 
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Superior fortune would probably give to U^ b 
eloquence. ii 

Mr. Whitfield therefore propofcd, «« Akt k 
««Wildgoofe fhould hold forth that my t« 
** evening at one of their meetings j" to wbi£b| J|fr 
ivith a decent reludance, he confetited j irtfch 
pohit being fettled, Wiidgoofe took his.lcitc 
ioT the reft of the day* 



C H A P, IV. 

fFildgoofe mounts the Rojfrum. An vnexpttttt 

Incident u 

TNthe evening, at the ufual hour, thetWt 
Brethren met at the Tabernacle ; and Wild- 
goofe was conduced to the defk by Mr. Whit- 
field himfelf, where feveral ladies were already 
feated (which is a compliment ufually paid to 
perfons of any fafhlon ; and they feemed parti- 
cularly pleafed with the genteel, though plain^ 
appearance of this youthful orator. 

Mere novelty gives a Preacher no fmall ad- 
vantage, if there is nothing very dull or ungra- 
cious in his manner. Wildgoofe, howevefi 
having feveral other recommendations^ w^^ 

hcari 
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l^ard With particular Attention and applaiife; 
and his fame foon fpread tRiverfally amongft 
die Saints of Briftol ; and he: preached almoll 
tvery evening to mor^ trdwded audiences thaa 
Mr. Whitfield hiinfelf. 

But his £ame '^as ^s^oitipaniisd alfo with 
more folid advantages^ feind infroduced him to 
the acquaintance of t#o or three wealthy 
dowagers^ and as liiatiy handfome ivives. 
Among the reft, he was particularly intimatf 
with Mrs. Cullpepper, the yoiing wife of a 
wealthy Alderman of the city of Briftol ; whof, 
having no children to amtrfe her, and finding 
but few of the comforts of Ma&imony in the 
foctety of an elderly hufbahd, ^hofc to pafs two 
or three evenings in a week at thefe Religious 
AfTemblies ; in which innocent tainfement her 
fpoufe gladly indulged her, Thefe pious ladies 
then thought nothing too good for fuch good 
and holy men ; fo that, with chocolate and rolls 
for breakfafl in the morning, bifcuits and fack 
at ndoU, ^ith turbot, ducks, aitd marrow-pud- 
dings, for dinner, and roafted fowls or par- 
tridges for fupper at night, Wildgoofc paftd 
his time in no unpleafant manner. 

After he had been haranguing one evening, 
with the pretty Mrs. Cidlpepper (like the An- 

gel 
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gel lifually painted at the back of St. Matthew 

leering over his (houlder; when the meetinj 

was ended, and the crowd began to difperfe 

%he handed her out of the de(k; and, whei 

they came to the door of the Tabernacle, tbc] 

rfound a crowd gathered round two genteel for 

-of women in travelling drefTes, one of whom 

•they faid, was fallen into an hyfteric fit. A 

this was no uncommon fymptom of the New 

Birth, Wildgoofe approached to adminiftei 

fome fpif itual comfort, when the lady (honid 

•come to herfelf again ; but, when that hap- 

opened, how great was his aftonifhment to iuut) 

th^t the lady in a fwoon was no other than 

Mifs Townfend, for whom Wildgoofe hvi 

conceived fo tender a regard when he was ac- 

quainted with her at Gloucefter. 

Mrs, Sarfenet, it feems, under whofe pro- 
.tedlion Mifs Townfend had placed herfelf after 
her imprudent elopement from her father, had 
ibme bufinefs at Briflol-fair, which began 
about that time ; and Mifs Townfend, having 
a defire to fee Briftol, and perhaps from fome 
'more tender motive, had defired to accompany 
her in the ftage* coach 5 and, having been 
awaked early in the morning, fatigued with 
Jier journey, and perhaps fomcwhat affeded at 

the 
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he fight of Mr. Wirdgoofe's gallantry to Mrs. 
^ullpepper, it was more than her delicate con- 
Btution could well fupport. 

Wildgoofe, having acknowledged them as his 
cquaintSHicCy and made a proper apology to 
Mlrs. CuUpepper, begged leave to accompany 
Mrs. Sarfenet and Mifs Townfend to their inn ; 
ihere they ipent the evening together, in talk- 
ing over the ftate of afFairs at Gloucefter, the 
adventures of their journey, and fuch other chit- 
chat, which, though infipid enough to others, 
18 very int€refting to friends who have been any 
time abfent from each other. In fhort, the 
evening pafled away very agreeably to Wjld- 
$oofe and to Mrs« Sarfenet; and probably^ if 
the truth were known, no lefs fo to the fprightly 
ind amiable Mifs Townfend. 



CHAP- V. 
Ghucefter Journal* 

A S Mrs. Sarfenet and Mifs Townfend ftaycd 

the next day in Briftol, Wildgoofe pafTcd, 

»^oftof the time with them. Mrs. Sarfenet in • 

fjwmcd him, amongfl other things, of '' the 

'' Vol. IL ' G '' P :- 
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** pcrfcctttion which poor Keen, the Barber, 
^^ had undergone from his neighbour at the pot- 
** houfc, who, to be re'venged on the Barber 
*• for taking him before the Mayor, had gone 
" privately and paid off a year's rent which he 
** owed his landlord, and arreffed him for the 
** money ; by which means the poor Barber 
^* was reduced to the utmoft diftrcfs,'* She told 
him likewife, ^* that (he herfelf had made feme 
^* enemies, by telling people, in the way of her 
** bufinefs, fome difagreeable truths ; but that 
V fhe was happy in the flighteft perfecution 
"for the Gofpel's fake.'* 

R!ifs Townfend alfo, at Wildgoofe*« requeft, 
related what had paffed at her interyiew with ^ 
her father, who, he foon found, was the fame I 
curious gentleman ' whcm he had accid^entally 
met at Lord Bathurft's houfe in the wood, ** My 
*^ father,** fays Mifs Townfend, ** fent for me 
** to The Bell inn ; amJ, upon ray falling upon 
^* my knees before him, raifed me up, and with 
^* great tendernefe dafped me in his arms, the 
** Involuntary tears trickling down his cheeks: 
^ he foon began to chide me, however, as he 
** had too much reafon to do, for my unparal- 
*^ leled imprudence; but faid, * he could more 

"«a% 
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** eafily have forgiven me, if I had hot J^ggra- 
" vated njy crime by taking refuge with my 
^* good friend here, Mrs. Sarfenet, who, he al- 
** ledged, had been guilty of fo many deliberate 
^ affronts to him and Mrs. Townfend in her 
** letters.* 

".Upon my attempting to juftify this part of 
•'my condu^E): (as Mirs. ^arfener had been a 
^' friend of my mother's ; and as I was afraid 
" to retu/n home, where I had been fo ill-ufed 
*^by Mrs. Townfend); he flew into a violent 
^^rage, and faid, ' that, under the pretence of a 
** great regard fqr my mother, I {hewed a great 
K ** difregard for him j and that it was very faucy 
"and undutiful in me, to take upon me to 
**ccnfure his conduit, or to behave with dif- 
" refpeA to a perfon who was fo ufeful to him 
," in the management of his family ; and, in 
*^ fhort, that he could not defire to fee me at 
^' home again^ till I could bring myfelf to behave 
" with more civility and complaifance to the 
" widow Townfend ; but, fays he, I will 
" think- of fome method of difpofing of you j 
** for you (hall not continue with this woman 
" here/ meaning my good Mrs. Sarfenet. 

G a « He 
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** He then fent the fervant with me to Mrs. 
^* Sarfenet's, after taking a very cool leave, 
*^ and bidding me * confider of it, and behave 
*• better for the future/ The fervant told me, 
** as we went along, * that he believed his matter 
** was going into Warwickfliire before here- 
** turned home ;' fo that, I imagine, my dear 
** father intends to fend me to a very worthy 
** Clergyman's, who marrfed a near relation of 
/* ours; which, as things now are, would be a 
** fituation the moft agreeable to my wifhes." 

Mlfs Townfend then aflced Wjjdgoofe, in 
her turn, " whether he had heard 'any thing 
** further of his poor mother, who, ihe was 
** perfuaded, muft be greatly concerned at his 
**abfencej arid when he thought of returning 
** into that part of the country?" Wildgoofe 
replied, " that he was foon to go towards the 
^ North, and intended to call upon Mrs. Sarfe- 
** net and his friends at Gloucefter ; but was 
** afraid it would be too much out of the road 
** to vifit his native place ; though in this,'* be 
added, ** the dictates of the Spirit mnft be his 
«* guide/* 

As Mrs. Sarfenet and MiTs Townfend were 
to return the following da;;, Wildgoofe took 

them 
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Acm in the evenmg to hear Mr- Whitfield ; 
though much againft Mife Townfend's i<iclina- 
tion, who alio abfolutely refufed to go into the 
defk, whither fhe was invited^ becaufe (he faw 
the fame Mrs. Cull pepper there, whom we bc- 
fcHre mentioned .as a conftant attendant of Mr* 
Wildgoofe, and whom (he had feen^ him gal- 
lanting out of the delk the night before at the 
Tabernacle. 

Wildgoofe took his kave of his two friends 
that evening, who were to return the ne;ct 
morning in the ftage coach. Yet, when the 
morning came^ he could not forbear another 
vifit to their inn, to take a fecond leave of the 
amiable Miis Townfend ; which was done 
with no fmall degree of tendernefs on cither 
fide. 



CHAP. VI. 

Triumphs of Faith. 

'after his two friends were gone, Mr. 
WiMgoofe went to have another confer- 
ence with Mr. Whitfield, who took Jiim to 
vifit the prifoners in Newgati^ and to feveral 
G 3 other 
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Other obje<9:s of charity ; to whom Wildgoi 
was moie liberal than it w,as prudent for bim 
be, confidering how foon his ftock might be c 
haufled, and how difficult it would be, in 1 
prefent fituation, to recruit it, 

Among<l other obje£b of diftrds, Wildgoi 
releafed from his confinement a journey m 
Sugar-baker, who had been thrown into pri( 
by his matter out of fpite, for being a follower 
Mr. Whitfield, and for^ — a trifling miftake in 
accounts. 

Another young fellow was confined, as 
afiTured them, only for writing the name ol 
Country Jufticfe jto a Petition, out of m 
charity to a poor Farmer, who had fufFercd gr 
k'ilVs by fire. 

Mr, Wildgoofe alfo beftowed an hanrffoi 
gratuity upon a poor woman, who had been u 
lo retaiL Gin about the ftreets, but who p 
tended to have loft her trade, and' to be redm 
to poverty, by fo many of her cuftomers hav 
been converte.d by Mr. Whitfield, This co 
plaint flrongly recommended her to Mr. Wl 
field's attention, and to Wildgoofe's ^encvolej 
and liberality. 

Mr. Whitfield then conduced Wildgoc 
ty way of curiofity, to fcveral diflFcrent peoj 
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who were great advocates for the right of Pri- 
vate Judgement, and for the liberty of inter- 
preting Scripture their own way ; who looked 
upon all Creeds and Confeflions of Faith as 
iinjuft impofitions, and as infults upon the Free- 
dom of Human Nature ; who wefe for the 
Independence, not only of each Congregation 
on other Churches, but of every Individual on 
each other. 

In order - to purfye their plan the better, 
thefe! people had given up all fecular cmploy- 
ment, and did nothing but flu-dy the Scriptures 
from morning till night, the precife literal fenfe 
of which they ftridtly adhered to. There were 
half a dozen of them, viho lived together in one 
boufe, and bad *' aM things in common'* (in 
which was included a coinmunity of wives) ; 
fo that they lay higgledy-piggledy^ juft as it plea fed 
their faticiea : they wore each other's fliirts and 
ihifts } and it fometimes happened, that the 
men wore petticoats, and the women wore the 
breeches ; fo {lri£Lly did they adhere to the letter 
of the law. 

There was one man who had "fold * all 
*• that he had," even his very cloaths, whkh 
uujeedi was only a coat and breeches, add 

* Coatio. Journal, p. 98^ 

G 4 had 
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had *< given it to the poor /'fo that he hiin- 
felf was become one of that number ; for he was 
quite naked, and forced to fubfift upon the cha- 
rity of his Chriftian brethren : ihis^ however, 
he might eafily do i for, according to another 
precept of the Gofpel, he thought it neceiiary 
to become as^a little child, and, like a new-bom 
babe, fed upon nothing but milk, or ()ap made 
of the mouldy crufts which were fent him for 
that purpofe. Similar to. this was the error of 
another poor man, who made it a rule to ^'give 
** to every one that aflced him 5" fo that,^ having 
given away all his own money in charity, he 
now did the fame by all that he could extort by 
^^gg^ng from good Chriftians in more affluent 
circumftaoces. 

Tbefe people alfo (bared the benevolence of 
Mr. Wildgoofc ; though he and Mr. Whitfield 
endeavoured to (hew them the abfurdity of their 
principles, and the ridiculous confequences 
which, anfK>ngft ignorant people, might arife 
from thus realising the metaphors of the Orien* 
tal languages. *' Thus," fays Wildgoofc, •* the 
« Painter (in Mr. Wefley^s Hiftory of the Bible) 
^< has drawn one man with a long beam ftickiog 
^* out of his eye,' and endeavouring to pult a 
** little firaw^ or mote, out of hfs brother's eye* 

"And, 
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^'And} although we are commanded * to build 
^^ up one another in the Faith,* it would make 
" but an odd fort of a pif^ure, to fee a parcel of 
^^Chrifiians turned Mafons and Carpenters, 
^ and piling up one another like fo many flocks 
" and ftoiies." 

Mr, Whitfield did, ** their principles were 
** too abfurd to be criticifed. However, as God 
'• had once opened their eyes to fee part of the 
*' truth, he did not doubt but he would perfect 
** his own work, and bring them at hCt to the 
'\ true Faith." 

Mr. Whitfield then took Wildgoofe into a 
▼cry dark ftrect, where the houfes in the upper 
ftory almoft met. Out of the middle of this 
ftreet they went into a little court, then up a 
winding ftair-cafe, where Mr. Whitfield knocked 
at a chamber-door, which was opened by a 
little thin man, who defured them to walk in* 
His apartment was fmall, but neat enough, 
having a print of the Crucifixion over the chim- 
ney. There were no figns or implements of 
any art or trade; nor any books but a Quarto 
Bible, which lay open on a table under the 
window. 

« Mr. Wildgoofe," fays Whitfield, ^< give me 

^^ kave to introduce you to a Religious .Curio- 

G 5 ** fity J 
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** fity ; or, rather, if he docs not deceive hirri- 
** felf, to a Miracle of Divine Grace ? Our 
** Brother Slender here is a man, that has not 
*' committed fin thefe five years." — " Hem!" 
(cries Slender, lifting up his eyes, and laying 
his hands upon his breaft) **nor ever will again, 
•* whilft in the body, by the grace of God."— » 
** What way of life is Matter Slender in^ thcD?" 
iays Wildgoofe. — " I am a Staymaker by trade/^ 
quoth Slender.-^ — ** Do not you work at your 
trade, then ?'' fays Wildgoofe. — ** No, by the 
** grace of God/* anfwered Slender ; ** for> 
** though I was bred to it, I think it an unlaw- 
" ful calling."— <« Why fo i^" fays Wildgoofe. 
•— •< Becaufe it adminifters to fin, and to the 
«*- works of the fiefh," replies Slender.—" 1 do 
** not fee how fo neceflary a part of the female 
•* drefs as a pair of days can contribute to fin," 
fays Wildgoofe. •' I fhould rather think it bad 
•* a contrary tendency, and might fometimcs 
** fecure the virtue of the fair fex ; at leaft, as 
** it does not direSlly adminifter to vice, I can 
'* by no means think that of a Staymaker an 
■^ unlawful calling. 

** But how docs mafter Slender live, then?" 
continues Wildgoofe,— ** Upon th^ charity ol 
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*,* my. friends, and the good Providence of God,"' 
anfwered Slender*-r-" I am afraid, then/* re- 
plies Wildgoofe, *' your whole tepour of life ig 
*' finful ; as no man has aright to be fupported, 
•* without contributing fomething to the public 

** flock.". 

« Why, Mr^ Wildgoofe," fays Whitfield^ 
** I have ihewn you our Brother Slender, rather 
" ?s a poor foul under the dominion of Satan> 
" than as orie whofe fcntiments i entirely ap- 
'' prove of» Our fiknd has a good heart, but 
^a weak head f for certainly, * if we fay that 
?* we have no fin, we deceive ourfelves,'— 
f'Sir,." fays Slender, ** Mr. Wefley has given a. 
*'diffcient interpretation to thofe words, and 
*'• applied them to man ©nly in his unregen^rat^ 
« ftatc/'— " That may be," replies Mr. Whit- 
field ; •* but yet I am afraid, my friend, your 
'*prefent contemplative way of life is jreally not 
*' to be defended either by Reafon oi; Scripjture^ 
" as it renders you entirely ufelefs to the^ world,, 
*'and a burthen, though but 2i Jlender one, to 
*'fociety." 

As Slender, however, had told them that he 

fubfiftcd upon the charitable contributions of his 

friends, Wildgoofe thought proper, to prevent 

suiy fuCpicign ofoppofing his opinions from fel- 

G 6 filh 
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fifli motives, to (hew him a fpecipien of his li- 
berality ; fo gave him fomethtng handfome, and 
took his leave. 



CHAP. VII. 

Theatrical EnUrtamments^ A new Pr^jeS frr 
their Regulation. 

*VfR, Wildgoofe, during his ftay at Briftol, 
faw inftances enough of the infeftious 
nature of Enthufiafm, and what abfurdities peo- 
ple frequently run into who have once forfaken 
the guidance of Reafon, to have reftorcd a man ^ 
of his natural good fenfc to the ufe of his under- 
ftandijig ; but he was fo far intoxicated with 
xeal, as well as with the applaufe which he 
gained by his doquence, that he proceeded with 
great alacrity and perfeverance. 

He held forth again in the evening to a 
crowded audience; and, after the meeting was 
ended, again fupped with Alderman Cullpepper, 
his fair fpoufe, and fome other company. 

The Alderman was a good fort of man, who, 
by his care and frugality in the earlier, part of 
his life, had amafTed a confiderable fortun<r* 

He 
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He was much older than his wife ; and, having 
no children^ as was obferved, could not find 
fufficient amufement for her at home : he wa9 
not difpleafed, therefore, with her fpending two 
or three evenings in a week in fo innocent a 
way ) though he himfelf was too fond of the 
pomp of Cathedral fervice, and of appearing 
at Church in his Fur-gown, to frequent the 
Tabernacle of the Methodifts. 

There fupped with them that evening a 
Scotch Officer, one Captain Gordon, who com- 
manded a Frigate of war, which lay at that 
time in King-road, and was foon to fail and 
join the fleet in the Weft-Indies. Juft as they 
were fitting down to fupper, there came in alfo 
a Welfli Grocer, who had long been fupplied 
with goods by Mr. Cullpepper ; and, having 
been two or three days at Briftol during the 
Fair, had gone that evening, for the firft time 
in his life, to fee a Play. Being afked, ^* how 
'* he came to return (b foon, and whether he 
« did not like the Play ?*' he. faid, « It was 
"yjrry goot Plaa ; they plaad three bouts upon 
*^ the fiddles, and the harps, and the pipes y 
** but there were fome Great Shentlemen came 
'• in , who had fome private bufinefs to talk 
7 ** of 
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" of together, and hur thought it was not 
•• goot mariners to ftay any longer.** 

The cafe was, poor TafFy, as it has probably 
happened to other Country Gentlemen, had mi- 
ftakcn the Mufic before the Play for the Play 
\ik\ij and fo came away as Toon as the Adors 
jnade their firft entry. 

This incident, however, introduced a con- 
vcrfation upon that fubjcdJ, and gave Mr» 
Wildgoofe an opportunity of inveighing with 
great vehemence againft Pli^ys and Theatrical 
Entertainments. He faid, *^ the Stage was a 
" nurfery of lewdnefe and debauchery, and 
'• wondered that any Play-houfes were tol'e- 
** rated in a Chriftian country."-*—'* Come,, 
** come, fays the Alderman,^ ** I will warrant 
•* you, you have been a^ a Play before now. 
** I cannot think there is dny great harm in an 
«* innocent Play." — ^\ Why, I cannot deny," 
'fays Wildgoofe, '^ that I have been too often 
** at thofe entertainments in my youth ; but 
** then I deny that there i« any fuch thing as 
*« an innocent Play. Every Play, that I have 
•* ever read, or feen afted, is a rcprefentation 
** of feme love- intrigue, or of fome bafe and 
♦* villainous adion, filled with blafphemous , 
•* rants, propbane imprecations, lewd defcrip- / 

**^tiyns,J 
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**tions, or obfccne and filthy jefts* In fliort, 
** 1 look upon the Play-houfe to be as much 
" the houfe of the Devil *, as the Church is 
** the houfe of God 5 and that it is abfolutely 
" unlawful for a Chriftian to frequent it." 

"Why," fays "Captain Gordon, "I am 
"afraid there is but too much foundation for 
** what the Gentleman fays ; yet, I imagine^ 
*« his inference from it, • that all Plays are 
♦* unlawful,' is unjuft, and proves too much r 
" for, if a mere reprefentation of vicious or 
" immoral anions (though with a defign to 
" expofe them, or to deter others from imi- 
" tating them) be unlawful, how. (hall we 
" defend the praftice of the Sacred Writers 
« tbemfelves, both of the Old and New Tcf- 
." tament,. who have recorded many cruel^ 
** unjuft, and fome lewd anions, even of God^is 
" peculiar people T' — ." Sir," fays Wildgoofe,. 
with fome warmth, •* I hope you do not com^ 
•' pare the infpired authors of the Holy Bible ' 
" with our modern fcribblcrs of Tragedy or 
'* Comedy ?"— *' No, by no means," replies 
the Ciaptain : *^ I only fay, that the Sacred 
*' Writers relate many tragical^ and, with re- 
** vcrence be it fpoken, fome comical events \. 

* Mf . Law^s ChrliUaD Petfe^ion. 

" but 
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CHAP. VHL 

A ridhuhus Diflrefs^ Advantages of the Saar^ 
d^ai Hahk. 

'T^HE next day, m a conference, Mr. Wbit- 

• field told Wildgoofc, '• that he would have 

•♦ him be prepared to fct out for the North -, 

•* for that he had frequent invitations, by let- 

••• ter, to vifit the Brethren amongft the Coal* 

^•' mines in Staffordfbire and Shropfhire*. 

*** thotigh he was in hopes that M*,, Wefley 

•«« would take them in his way from that part 

** of England. 

** But,'^ continues Whitfield, « to prepare 
** you for the perlecutk>D$ which yott may cx- 
^ peft to meet wkh from the Prince of this 
' ** world, I would have you undergo fome vo- 
•* luntary trials before you leave this city." 
He then told Wildgoofc, he fliould vifit |h< 
Criminals in the Condemned-hole in Newgatt 
there, and alfo bear his teflimony againft oo< 
or two places where Mr. Whitfield could no 
go often without giving offence to weak Bre 
ibien^ that'is, to a noted Gin-fhop^ which h 

confide re( 
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confidered as an emblem of Hell; as alfo 
againd an houfe of ill fame, or Bawdy- houfe 
as it is called, ** the Miftrefs of which," he 
iiid, " had felt feme pangs of the New Birth, 
*^ and was not far from the Kingdon of Hiea- 
" ven. And, indeed," continues Mr. Whit- 
field, ^* I have more hopes ©f converting Pub- 
*' licans and Harlots *y or, in modern ian- 
" guage. Whores and. Rogues, than thofe felf- 
^* righteous Chriftians, who are ufually called 
" good fort of people J* 

Wildgoofe was fo , zealous to execute any of 
Mr. Whitfield's commands, and had now (a 
much confidence in the force of his own rhe«> 
toric, that he would have gone immediately^, 
and have attacked, not only Mrs. Toddy in her 
Gin-fhop,. or Mother Placket in her Bagnio,, 
but evei^ Sitan himfelf, if required,. inhisLi- 
i^mal abodes. Whitgeld, hoiKtever^ adyifed' 
bim to defer it till another day,, and to referve 
bimfeif for the evening ; rbecaufe he had heard,, 
that feveral profligate young felloyi^Sy, drawn by 
the fame of Wildgoofq^s eioquence;^ were to 
attend the Tabeti^cle that night. And ** Pro- 
" y^dence," hC; feid^." pftcn made ufe of the 
^^ Curiofityy apd even the Malice, of fuch poor 

* Vid. Journals. 
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** creatures for their own converfion. And he , 
'^ could eafily imagine, without any fhock to, Lg 
<* his own vanity, that a new Preacher might g 
** effe£t what he himfelf had not been able to 4 
** do.** Wildgoofe, therefore, took his leave 
at prefent, and went to his own lodgings, to 
adjuft his drefs a little, and to wait for the 
ti^e of aflfembling in the evening at the Ta* 
bernacle. 

When Wildgoofe came home to his lodgings 
he was (truck with aftoni(hment, to fee his friend 
Tugwell decked out with an immenfe grizzled 
periwig, inftead of his own flxock-hair and 
jelly-bag cap ; and, in the place of his fliort 
jerkin, dreiTed in a long^ full- trimmed, old, 
bliMrk coat. Alderman Cullpepper, it feems, 
finding how foUd his wife was of Wildgoofe*s 
company, and feeing Tugwell frequently ^ut 
the houfe, thought there was fomething more 
decent and creditable in the fecond-hand finery 
of a Town Plebeian, than in the riifiic coarfe- 
nefe of a fimple Clown: He had, therefore^ 
broken through the habitual' rel usance which 
he felt to parting with any thing, and equipped 
Tugwell in /that droll manner out of his maga*' 
sine of old deaths^ of above^ twenty y^an 
fianding. 

Wildgoofe 
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Wildgoofe could not forbear fmiling at his 
jend's paradoxical appearance s but, having 
een ufed of late to allegorize every -event, he 
ns going to make fome pradlical inference 
rom Tugwell's ftrange metamorphofis : when 
crry cut fhort his mafter, by pointing out a 
Qonftrous chafm which he had fpied in Wlld- 
roofe's plu/h breeches, from which two or three 
aches of his (hirt hung dangling dawn in a 
noft facetious manner. This was a misfortune 
vhich Wildgoofe could not have forefeea j and, 
IS he had no change of raiment, was greatly 
liftreflbd how to remedy. It could not have 
happened at a more critical or unfortunate junc- 
ture: as, in half an hour's time, he was to 
mount the roftrum. What muft be done ? There 
was no precedent of any thing like this recorded 
in the Journals of our modern Apoftles. Wild- 
goofe could not bear the indecency either of fit» 
ting without his breeches, or of admitting a 
female hand (0 near his perfon, in a part fo 
liable to inflammation. 

From this aukward diftreis, however, he 
was quickly relieved by his trufty fquire. Jere- 
miah Tugwcll ; who, amongft the other fur- 
niture of his wallet, had had the precaution to 
pack up a large ftocktr.g- needle, and fome 
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ftt;ong worftcd^ with which he gcneroufly im- 
dertook to delirer his Mafier from his per- 
plexity, and with great dexterity leveled his 
needle at the fchifm in his Mailer's trowfen. 

Tugwell, however, could not forbear, du- 
ring the operation, to malce an obvious reflec' 
tion in favour of the clerical habit and facer- 
dotal accoutrements, " Ah * Matter," fays 
he, *' if your WorAip now had but a gown 
^* and caflbclc, or could but put on a furplice, 
«• like our Parfon, you might have gone to 
'* the Tabernacle without any breeches at all. 
" Adzooks ! methinks I aknoft long to go to 
" our Parifli-church again, to hear the bells 
*♦ chime on a Sunday, and fee the Parfon walk 
*' up to the de(k an' it were any Bifhop ; and 
** then turn over the great Bible with fuch a 
*Vfmack, it , does one'^ heart good to hear 
i^him."— " Ah! Jerry," fays Wildgoofc, 
'* thefe are only the outfide ornaments, the 
*< mere hufks of Religion, and fit only to be 
^* caft before fwine; that is, merely to arnufe the 
•* fenfes of the vulgar ; but afford no real nou- 
*^ rifliment to the foul/' Wildgpofe would proba- 
bly have faid a great deal more upon the fubjeft, ; 
if, in the midft of his harangue, Tugwell'Sj/ 
needle had not Ilipt a little too deep, and mad^^ 

2 ^^4 
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[iiiiB cry out with Ibme vehemence, which put a 
\ 6of to their dialogue. 



G H A P. IX. 

Modern Prephecies. Efe^ of Mr. Wildgoofet 
Ebquence* 

TT was now time for Mi. Wildgoofe to be at 
the Tabernacle. When he came thither, 
and was going to begin his fermon ; Mr. Whit- 
field himfelf cried out, " Let us wreftle in prayer 
**for our dear Brother Alderman Pennywife, 
" who lieOi at the point of death. He is 21 
*^ Chofen Veflel ; heloveth our Nation, and has 
** contributed largely towards building us a 
** SynagogAie." 

As foon as Mr, Whitfield's prayer was ended, 
a Journeyman Shoemaker, who was a jealous 
Chriftian, and himfelf an occafional Preacher^ 
cries out, ** Hallelujah ! We have prevailed; 
'' God has given us the Alderman's life : it is 
^revealed tome, that the fever has left our 
* Brother Pennywife, and he liveth." They 
:hen began an Hymn of Thankfgiving, for the 
ecovcry of Alderman Pennywife i but, before 

they 
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they had done, one came in, and told them, 
to their great difappointment, ^^ that their Bro- 
<« ther Penny wife VfzsfalUn ajkip •.*' 

Wildgoofe now began to harangue with great 
vehemence; and, as they expected fpme young 
fellows to come and make a riot that evening, 
Wildgoofe was determined to exert himfelf, and, 
if poffible, gain their attention. 

In order to this, he refolved to imitate Mr« 
Whitfield's lively manner and facetious fiml- 
litudes. 

He to6k his Text from the Book of Eccje- 
liaftes, chapter xi« 

•^ Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth, 
*^ and walk in the way^ of thy heart an4 
«« in the fight of thine eyes : but know, 
^< that for all theTe things God will 
** bring thee to judgement. 

** Rejoice in thy youth—— 

••As if he had faid, Go on, young man, 
^ and take your fwing ; go to the tavern, and 
*< call for your bottle and your pipe, and your 
•• Weld-rabbit; entertain yourfelf with cards 
^^ and dice, or with a play; then away to Mo- 
•^ ther Douglafs's, and regale yourfelf with a 

* It is well known how frequently thcfc modern Prophets 
bave been mii^^ken in their predi^ioot. 

:flrefsi 
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^ miftrefs ; and in ihort, indulge every appetite 
' and paf&on to the utmoft: but, take this along 
^ with you, if you do, you will be damned. 

*^ * Damned ! for what ?' you will fay.— 
^ Why, not for whoring, or drinking, or gam- 
' ing ; not for cheating, lying, or fwearing : 
^ no ; God Almighty is not fo captious, as to 
^ quarrel with his creatures for fuch trifles as 
^ thefe : no ; it is for your want of Faiths it is 
^ your Infidelity, that you will be damned for. 

** I will tell you a ftory. A Roman Ca- 
^ tholic Gentleman went a Partridge* fhooting, 
^ along with a Proteflant neighbour of his^ on 

* a Faft-day : they were driven, about noon, 
^ by a thunder-ftorm, to a little public-houfe, 

* where they could get nothing to eat but fome 

* bacon and eggs. The good Catholic had a . 

* tender confcience, and would eat nothing but 
^ eggs; the Proteftiant, his companion, who was 
'one of your good fort of people, faid, ' there 
' could be no harm in his eating a bit of bacon 

* with his eggs ; that bacon could not be 
'' called flefh ; that it was no more that^ a red- 
^* herring ; it is fifli, as one may fay.' So the 
^* Catholic took a bit of bacon with his eggs. 
** But julV as he had put it into his mouth, 
** there came a moft tremendous clap of thun- 

VoL, II. H "der. 
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*^ der. Upon which, the poor Catholic flipped 
^**«it down ifpon his plate again, muttering to 
*^ himfelf,. * What a noifc here is about a bit of 
** bacon !* He fooliflily fancied now the fin was 
** in his eating the bacon. No fuch matter. 
*' It was his want of Faith. He had not a pro- 
*' per Faith in his own fuperftttious principles* 
^* I remember, when I was at Oxfv>rd, I ufed 
*^ to pray feven timcjs a day, and faded myfelf 
*' to a (kcleton. I powdered my wig, and went 
<«'every month to the facrament, with the 
** Companion to the Altar in my pocket. I 
'* might as well have had Ovid's Epiftles in my 
«« pocket. The Devil flood laughing behind 
** the church door. The Devil loves thefe 
*' formalities. I fancied myfelf a good Chriftlan: 
[ ** and had no conception that I was as dead as 
** a door-nail ; that I muff be born again to a 
*' new life; and that 1 had no more faving Faith 
** than a Jew or a Mahometan." 

Thus Wildgoofe went on *for fome time, in 
the ftyle of Mr; Whitfield :; but what was 
natural in the one, was rather ridifculous in the 
other, and had a contrary efFecl fr^m what he 
had apprehended j for there were fome youthful 
(coffers, who at firft were a little riotous 5 yet 
they were foon overpowered, by Wildgooft's 

cloqueneej 
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eloquence,' when he infenfibly refum^d his own 
fiyle ; and for near a quarter of an hour all was 
hulfaed in filence. But. on a fudden, a little 
gir), who did not feem to be above thirteen 
years old, cried out, from the midid of the croud, 
•*that (he was pricked through and through. 
"by the power ^ of the word *.'* This occa-' 
fioned fome confuiion; but the people about 
her checked her zeal, and flopped the poor girl's 
outcries ', when a young fellow near the door, 
who was half fuddled, cried out, " Damn fuch 
" nonfenfe! thefe fellows ought to be whipped at 
"the cart's tail, by G — d 1" He then threw 
a piece of an apple at the Preacher ; and he 
and his companions, fetting up a laugh, rufhed 
out at the door, hollowing and finging, *' Down 
" with the round heads ! damn all preaching 
" and praying, fay I. * ^ 

** A fig for the Parfon, and a rope for the Clerk ; 
** Let's put out our candles, and kifs in the dark. 

" Deny do A'n." 

Their rude behaviour, however, rouzed the 
fury of the Lambs without doors, who began to 
pelt them with ftones and dirt, and foon drove 
.them off the ftage. 

♦ JournaJ, p. 36, 
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As the preaching was a little interrupted by 
this incident, Whitfield took the opportunity t3 
comfort his brother Wildgoofe; and bbferved, 
^ ^ that Satan envied their happinefs ; but 
•* courage ! my friend ; we (hall make his 
*'* kingdom fliake ^ before we have done with 
** him, I will warrant you,'* Wildgoofe then 
continued his difcourfe ; and after he had done, 
he and Mr. Whitfield were again invited by 
Mrs, CuIIpepper, to partake of a comfortable 
flipper. 

CHAP. X. 

Effuftom 9f Self-importance. Mr. Wildgooft mutt 
with a Repulfe. 

'Kfi R. Whitfield, having fome other engage- 
ment upon his hands, withdrew foon aftci: 
flipper; and, Mrs. Cullpepper retiring to her 
clofet for an hour, the Alderman and Mr. Wild- 
-goofe were left alone, fete a tete. 

Alderman Cullpepper, as was obferved, by 

his induftry and his frugality, had made a con- 

fiderable fortune. And though his ideas were 

very low, and his foul cxceffively narrow, yet 

< journal, p. 50. 
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be bad fome ambition to get the charadler of a 
generous man, if he could obtain it without 
much expence^or any fenfible diminution of his 
finances. 

.As the Alderman therefore was obh'ged to 
keep fomething of a table, he was glad of that 
fort of fubmifEve companions, who would ex* 
prefs fome glee at a parfimonious treat, and, 
cohtisnt with a glafs of wine now and then^ 
wouW connive at his keeping the bottle on his 
right hand, and other ftratagems of frugality^ 
which he had learned in his kfs affluent circum- 
flances. 

With the fame view, he was always recount- 
ing a£ls of munificence, which he had formerly 
performed ; though, like the Traveller who 
boafted of the extraordinary leap which he hsid 
taken at Rhodes, he chofe rather to refer you to 
witneiTes who could atteft his generorus adions^ 
than repeat them» 

The Alderman and Wildgoofe being now 
alone, then, partly to prevent too quick a cir- 
culation of the glafs, and partly to give Wild- 
goofe an idea of his confequence, and to con^ 
vince a perfon of his liberality^, who, he ima- 
gined, would never put it to the trial ; Cullpep- 
per fiUed up the intervals of each whiff of tobacco 
H 3 with 
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with the following ebullitions of vanity and 
fcif- importance, 

" Why, to be fure^ there is not a man in the 
** Corporation (though I fay it) that has a 
** better interejft in both the Members than I 
" bavcj though I make no other ufe of my I 
" ERW ^h^^ ^o ferve my friends. As for Sir J 
** Harry .PlaufiUe, he has a particular pcrfonal 
** regard. for me. (Sir Harry is certainly one 
*' (x( ^Xhe Tf^o/i agreeable^ men in the world.) It 
** is not becaufe I have a little intereft in the 
*^ Corporation. No, no ; it is not for that.^ — 
** I dare fay it is not," fays Wildgoofe.— 
No ; I w^s acquainted v/ith Sir -flurry )ong 
before , he bad any thoughts of r^pr^ftnting 
** the city. The Baronet is reckoned a proud 
** man, indeed ; but, I am furcj I never fpun4 
" him fo. To be fure, the Senator is a little 
" referved, when he does not like his com- 
** pany (and you know. Sir, men th^ know 
** the world are fo) ; but, when I and He are 
*' alone together, I can talk as freely to bim as 
**- you can to your fellow-traveller here, Mr. 
« What.d'y.-call.him:"— « Ah !" fays Wild- 
goofe, " nothing is more vain than the petty 
^ diftin<aions which the children of this world 
^^ are ib fond of. Though we are not ^11 Mem- 
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" bers of Parliament ; jet all true Chriftians aje 
" Members of Chrift, and one of another," — 
" Why, that is true, to be fure. Sir, as you ob- 
" ferve," fays the Alderman. 

"But did I never tell you how I got a 
** Living for our Curate the other day ?" — ** I 
" cannot fay you did,'* feplies Wildgoofe. — *^ I 
*'wlll tell you how cleverly I managed it. It 
" was at the hft treat Sir Harry gave the Cor- 
*' poration. I fat next to the Member. The 
" glafs went pretty briikly about." — " Ah !'* 
fays Wildgoofe, " J do not doubt it. Corpo- 
'* ration Feafts ai^e the Devil's Feftivals.". — 
*' Well,'^ (continued GuUpepper, without 
vouchfafing Wildgoofe ^the leaft degree of at- 
tention) *' as I was faying, the glafs went briikly 
*' about ; and we bad drunk pretty freely, but 
" in a moderate way. Howfothever^ the Senator, 
*^ who is a fober man too, began to wax mel- 
*Mow. Now, as I have pretty good intelli- 
**^ gence, I had heard, that very morning, that 
" the Liviqg of Ganderhill was become vacant. 
" So^/ays I to th? Senator, ' Yonder is our poor 
" Curate, fays I, at the bottom of the table, 
*' He is ^ very worthy man, fays I. H^ has 
" been Curate here thefe eighteen years. I have 
*' a great regard for him. ' 1 wifh it were in my 
H 4 " ijower 
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<< power to get him fotne little addition to his 
^^ income. Indeed, he married a relation o( 
^^ mine : it was a diftant relation. But the 
*' man is a very worthy man.*—* Sir, fays the 
*^ Member, if it ever lies in my power to 
*' oblige yoi you may command me upon any 
** occafion.' 

** I believe the Senator faid this as words of 
•* courfe. However I clinched him immediately, 
" * Well, well, Sir, fays I, remember yonr 
*^ promife. I have a thing in my eye, if it 
^^ (hould happen to fall : it is in the Chancel* 
** lor's gift; but a word from you would do the 
" bufinefs at once/ 

" In Ibort, having broken the ice, I faid no 
*^ more at that time. But, the very next morn- 
" ing, zwzy goes I to the Member's houfe, told 
*' him how lucky it was; that the very thing 
•* I had in my eye was become vacant; and, by 
** his intereft, got it for my friend." 

As foon as the Alderman had finifhed this 
narration, and received the incenfe of a com- 
plaifant fpeech from Wildgoofe, he began ano- 
ther, about his knding money to fet up a yojng 
tradefman : neither of which was .very intereft- 
ing to Mr. Wildgoofe ; yet, as his liberality 
had quite exhaufted his flock of caib, he thought 

this 
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this a fair opportumtypf trying the force of his 
hoft's generofity in regard, to bimfelf.— *** Well, 
*' Sir, this was very good iiV you, to be fure . I 
" fhall never want to a(k any favour of that 
** kind. HoV/ever, Sir, yoW generofity en- 
" courages me (as I have this opportunity) to 
*' beg your affiftance in a trifling affair ; in 
" which, i know, it will give you pleafure to 
"oblige me." — '' Aye, aye, Mr. Wijdgoofe, 
^* any thing that is in my way to ferve you, I 
"Ihall be very gkd to do it, if it is not any 
** thing very much out of the way." — " Why, 
"Sir," fays Wildgoofe, '* fince I have been in 
."Briftol, I have met with feveral objecSts of 
*-*charity J and, as I brought but little money 
" with me from home, my flock is almoft ex- 
"haufted." [Here Cullpepper took hk pipe 
from his mouth ] ** I do not know," continues 
Wildgoofe, " that I fhall want any money on 
" my own account (for I truft to Providence 
" for my own neceffities) j but if you could 
*' fpare me nine or ten guineas, to affift any 
** poor brother in diftrefs"— '' Nine or tea 
** guineas !" fays Cullpepper, laying down his 
pipe, ** and how can you be fure of returning it 
'' again?'*—** Sir," fays Wildgoofe, " I hope^ 
^' I (hall have ibme opportunity or other of 
H 5 *' doing 
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" doing it ; but, if 1 fliould not, as you will lend 
** it in the fupport of fo good a caufe, you will 
^' be fure of being rewarded an hundred fold at 
" the great day of Retribution.*' 

*' Mr. Wildgoofe,'' fays Cullpcpper, « I 
** have nothing to fay againft the caufe you are 
** engaged in ; but I affure you, Sir, the Mer- 
«* chants of Briftol underftand bufinefs better ^ * 
** than to lend their money upon fo precarious ^ ^ 
^' a fecurity. In (hort. Sir, I muft take the ^^^ 
*' liberty to tell you, that, from what I have ''^ * 
*^ heard, you are very indifcreet in the manage- ^ 
*' naent of your money, and fquander it away -^ 
*^ amongft a pack of idle rafcals, who, inftead ^ 
" of working at their trades, run about from ^ ^ 
** one Meeting to another, and take no care of ^ 
** their wives and families at home.'* P* 

Whilfl: the Aidcrman was haranguing in this ^^ 
lofty ftrain, and giving Wijdgoofe advice, in- ^ 
flead of lending him money, Mrs. Cullpepper wl 
came into the room, and, finding the caufe of 
hcrhufband's difplcafure, foon pacified him with 
a fmile, and affured Wildgoofe, with a nod andf 
a wink, ^Mhat any little diftrefs, which bis 
-'« charitable difpofitlon might have . occafioncd, 
<« would be relieved by their Society; that 
V nobody was more generous than Mr. Cull- 



*^ pepper i 



V 
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^pepper; but that be did not quite approve of 
*^ one or two aSs of liberality, whicb, he had- 
" heard, Mr. Wildgoofe had performed**— and 
the like. 

Wildgoofe faid, " it was no great matter; 
" he could make very good ibift for the prcfent." 
Aod it being now near ten o'clock, the Alder- 
man's bed-time, be took bis leave for that mght| 
but at the doo» met Captain Gordon, who wa# 
coming to take a final leave of the Aldermaa 
and his wife, having received an order to fail th« 
very next morning for the Weft-Indies. 

Alderman CuHpepper was fo full of this un- 
^xpcfled attack upon his generofity, that he 
could not forbear mentioning it to Captahr 
Gordon^ and Mrs. Cull pepper, taking Wild^ 
{oofe's part more warmly than was pnident| 
irritated her husband, and raifed the jealoufy 
of Captain Gordon y which prodiiced an event 
Whict^ QiG could: not have expedcd. 



H 6 C HA P. 
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CHAP. XI. 

Mr^ Wildgoofi becomes a great Cafuifl^ 

Ilif R. Wildgoofe had promifed Mr. Whitfield 
"^ to attend him toKingfwood thenextmorn- 
ing, and to give a word of exhortation to th« 
poor Colliers there. For which purpofe, he 
wSs got up before fix o'clock, that he might 
give his advice, in imitation of Mr. Whitfield, 
to any poor people that came to confult hnn. 
Tugwell alfo was ready at the do6r, with his 
infeparable companions, his oaken ftafF In. 
his hand, and his wallet on his ihoulders, ftuflFed 
with two or three ftale rolls and cold meat, 
which the Alderman's fervant had given him, 
for fear of accidents. Jerry had alfo put on his 
grizzled wig (to look more folemn); but had 
left his full-trimmed coat in his bed chamber, 
that he might not be incumbered in his walk. 

Juft as Wildgoofe was coming out of his 
chamber, a fat elderly woman, tolerably well 
drefled, came to the door, grunting moft bit- 
terly, and cafliDg up h^r eyes with now and 
" ' -^ '-' ' ' ' then 
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then a pious ejaculation, and inquired whether 

Mr. Wildgoofe was ftirring. Upon Tug- 

well's ailfwering her in the affirmative, and 

(hewing her into his room, fhe begged leave 

to fit down a little; and, after a few more 

groans and ejaculations, flie opened her cafe. 

She faid, " her name was Placket ; that (he 

*' kept a little Coffee houfe, where gentlemen 

** and ladies fometimes met to drink a difh of 

^' tea together, in a harmlefs way, for what 

** ihe knew to the contrary; but that fhe had 

" cenforious neighbours, ^ho had given her 

«« houfe a bad name."— « Why,** fays Wild- 

goofe, *^ the world is vei-y cenforious, .without 

"doubt: but we (hould take care, not to give 

*' room for any jufl reflexions upon our con- 

" dua."— " Ah ! Sir," fays (he, *« why that is 

" my bufinefs with you. God forgive me f 

'* I am afraid there may have been fome little 

«< frolics now and then carried on at my 

** houfe. When young peo^ple get together, 

** you know, Sir, they will be kiffing and toy- 

^' iftg; and one does not always know where 

** thofe things may end." — ** Why, by your 

** account, Mrs. Placket, you da 'not keep fo 

** good an houfe as you fhould do" — '' Dear 

f* Sir !" fays flie^ " that is what pricks my 

~ ** confcience j 



\ 



J58 THE SPIRITUAl qjfXXOTB^ 

^' confcience ; for, I muft confefs, Ibay^lbme*' 
*^ tinjies taken money to bring young gentlemen 
^' sind ladies together f ^nd, indeed, always 
<^ keep fome young women in my boufe, to 
«« affift a friend or fo."— « Ok ! Mrs, Placket, 
** I find then ypu keep a downright Bawdy- 
« boufe.''-'* Wby, tp be fure. Sir,'' fays Ihe, 
^' that is what ill-natured people call it s an4 
*^ I would willingly know. Sir, whether it is a 
** lawful employment or not : for you muft pb- 
<* fcrvc^ Sir, I keep as good orders in my houfe, 
*^ as any woman in England ; and though, I 
*/ thank God ! I hav,^ always had good Gufloin, 
t' and have bad twenty qouple at a time, takiiig 
** their recreation^, in my bouf^, yet, I blefs 
*' God ! I never had any murder, or riot, or 
** daggers-drawing, fince I have been ia bufi- 
^* nefs, * Then I make my poor Lambs read 
•* the Bible every Sunday, and go to church 
** in their turn; and, in fliort, thpugh thcyr, 
•* bodies may be polluted^ I take great car« of 
"their fouls: and I hope God will wink at 
'.* my poor Lambs that /port ihemf elves toge** 
^Kiher.'*—'' Why,'* feys Wildgoofe, « without 
•* doubt, our outward adiions are indifferent la 
^^ themfdyes j and it is the heart, jbat^ .Go4 
^' chiefly rcgjirds. God/ees no fin in the Ele^^ 

« If 
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V If ve have .trge F«atb» ^b.^t wiU i&A^ify puf 
^' works. Thus Rah^ the (iar)Qt, you knavir, 
^ w^s accepted tt»oi^h Fa^ll. But, as yoprs 
^ is an uncommon cafe, I will confulc Mr. 
«* Whitfield upon it.''— « Ah ! God help me I 
fays Mrs. Placket: ^< I am afraij I an^. not 
^ long for this world; and ivhat<,win be^Q9|a9 
^ of my poor Lan^bs, ^ when I am gonp to my 
** dear Redeemer I** 

WhilA Wildgoofe was engaged in thia cctfi*^ 
ferencc, iacomes the poor girl that was pr^ked 
through an^ through) by the povi^^r of the 
Wouiy at his la^ preachment, attendee^ by hex 
mother* The girl loqjce^ very pale, an^, upon 
coming b^fpfe Wil4goofes was taken with an 
hyftersc fit* Wildgoofe bad the mother^ ^^ i^ot 
'^ be fcightened ; for, as Mr. WhitfielcJ had af- 
^* &ired him, thefe were common fyoiptoms of 
*; tbeNew Buth.''--** Lack-a-day ! Sir,'* fays 
tl^emathcc, ^>M wi(b ,it n^ay be nothing more ^ 
^ thaa tbe^ New Bjrjth. But I havje l)een very 
^Smacktei^rified ; and am fadly afraid my poor 
H girl is with child.'?—'* With chUd P* fays 
Wildgoofe ; " why, fhe is a mere child hcrfelf.'* 
*i Ah ! Sir," fays the mother, *' fo (he is in- 
^^ deed { Jbr though (he is a fine grown girl, 
<^ yet> i£ flie lives to Lammas-day next, ihe 

*' will 
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^^ will be but fourteen yean old^ as Aire as eggsf 
^^ is egf^s. But a wicked rogue of a Sailor, 
•* who promifed her marriage, I am afraid, has 
•' had cardinal knowledge of her, and has noir 
**. left her; and I fhall never be able to main- 
<^ tain her and her child: times are fo hard, 
•* and money fo fcarce, I can hardly maintain 
•* mjrfelf.**— The cafe was^ the poor woman 
had heard of Wildgoofe's generofuy, and was 
in hopes of partaking of his bounty, and there- 
fore brought her daughter under pretence of 
confuUtng him as a Cafuift. But he, having at 
prefcrit neither filver nor gold, gave her only 
fome fpiritual comfort ; and told her, >' that 
** this accident was probably a very providen- 
*^ tial thing for her daughter, as it was a 
«« maxim with Mr. Whiifield, * The greater 
*' the Sinner, the greater the Saint j* that flie 
•* had nothing to do but to lay hold on Chrift, 
^* as Mary Magdalen did, by an aftive Faith} 
<^ and (he would enter into the Kingdom of 
** Heaven, before thofe felf-righteous, good fort 
** of women, who fancy they need no rc- 
*' pentance." 

Thefe euftomers were hardly retired, when 
a dirty^-Iooking fellow was introduced by Tug« 
well, who, peeping round the room and fhut- 

ting 
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ting the door, fpoke in a low voice to Wild- 
goofe, and faid, ^* his was a fcruple of a par- 
" ticular kind, upon which a friend had de- 
" fired him to confult Mr. Wildgoofe."— 
'' Well, what is it ?" fays Wildgoofe.—" Why, 
" Sir, whether it is not fighting againft God, 
^' for a man in gaol to ufe means for making his 
** efcape ♦." — Wildgoofe, after a' ihort paufe, 
anfwered, '« that, doubtlefs, felf-prefervation 
** was the firft law of Nature ; and a man in 
" piifon, it (hould feem, might ufe all lawful 
^^ means to gain his liberty ; but Nature is 
" one thing, and Grace another. A good 
*' Chriftian muft fubmit to every ordinance 
** of man, as the difpenfation of Providence ; 
f* and if he is committed to prifon by legal 
" authority, I queftion whether any other 
*' authority can innocently fet him free. But^ 
" as this is a dubious point, Mr. Whitfield 
" and I will determine it by lot.'* — " Ah !'* fays 
the fellow, ^^ it is too late to caft lots about 
•' the matter ; for 1 made my efcape from Sa- 
*' lifbury gaol lad fpring, and am now going 
'^ on (hip- board; but (hould be glad to go with 
•* a quiet confcience.'* 

* Vid. Journal, p. 99* 

Before 
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Before this man had done, a tall lanthern- 
jaw(;d fellow, wtofe features feemed lengthened 
b^ ;a loog weather -beMen wig, which hung ^ 
below his cheek-bones» defired to lay bis cafe [e 
before Mr. Wildgoofe when the other was ^ 
difijnifled. He faid, " he was j>red a Diflenter, q, 
** and a Button- maker by trade ; and in his ap- ^^ 
•* preptkfifbip had juarried an ^derly womao^ |^ 
<* irvith a little money; but (he was ib bad- 
•* tempered a woman/* continued he, '* that 
^ I could not poifibly live with her : fo I went 
'** and worked in London, where, upon hear- 
** ing Mr, Wefley, I became; a new manj 
** and, meeting with a very jf^/r y^ung wi)man 
** of my own tiade at the Tabernacle, to whom 
** i honcflly told my fitjuation, we agreed to 
■** live together for fome years, and have had 
<« fev.eral children : but &e is lately dead } and 
** now my conicience pricks me, and I cannot 
«* be eafy day or night; but ftill, I hope, Sir, 
t<< God will fan^ify every difpenfaticn *•** 

*' What became of the old Ayoman, then ?" 
fays Mr. Wildgoofe.— « Why, Sir," fays he, 
«* as I had got me another wife, I believe (he 
•• got herfelf another hu(band, more agreeable 
*« to her own age." — "And fo," fays Wild- 

•ArealfaO. 

goofe, 
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|goofe, ** by putting away your wife without 
t ** a fufficient c^pfe, you have caufed her to 
I '* commit adultery." — Why," fays the Button- 
^ niaker, ** I am^afraid I have; but I hope God 
** will fan£lify every difpenfation.'^ — ^* Friend," 
replies Wildgopfe, ** God cannot fandlify 
.*' adultery. You muft confefs yourfelf a vile 
** finner, and lay bald on Chrift by Faith ; for 
*' you can have no hopes but in him, who 
*• came into the world to fave finners." 



CHAP. xir. 

^Qme unex^eSltd Incidents. The Pilgrim m 
Shipboard* 

IX^ILnGOOSE, though not difpleafcd with 
obferving the good he was likely to do 
hy awakening fo many wicked finncrs, was 
almoft tired of his^ company j when in canie 
Mrs. Cullpepper's Maid, courtfeying and fim- 
pering, with her Lady's compliments : arid, be- 
fore Wildgoofe could afk how fhe did, produced 
a little packet, carefully fe«iled up ; which 
being opened, to his furprize he found it con- 
tained five guineas, with the following billet : 

wJVIy 
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«« My dear Brother, 

*^ Give me leave to contribute my mit( 
*^ wards the great work which is going 1 
•' wrought upon the earth j but do not < 
*' any more to our houfc, till you hear fu 
•* from your Sifter in the Lord, 

" Rachael Cullpepi 
' Wildgoofe could not recollect any preo 
in Wtr. Wefley's or Mr. Whitfield's Jou 
of their having received money for their pi 
occafions : as he was confcious, however, 
his intentions were charitable, he did no 
fufe fo feafonable a fupply. He therefor 
turned his compliments to Mrs. Cullpe 
with thanks for the contents of her packet 
- was lefs pleafed with the prefent which h( 
received, than (hocked with the hint thatao 
panied it, not to repeat bis vifits to Mrs. < 
pepper. 

Wildgoofe was now come out into th< 
fage, and was obferving to Tugwell, ** 
*' the Spirit teftified he (hould do great t 
^' in Briftol ; and that he had a Call to 
** in that city many days.** To which ' 
well feemed to have no manner of obje£tio 

But, while they were yet fpeaking, an 
llHooking Irilh Sailor, with one eye, ar 
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^eral fears on his cheek, came to confult Wild- 

goofc. He faid, " he had been the vileft of 

** finncrs,** to which confeffion his appearance 

bore fufficient teftimony ; << that he had been 

** guilty of every kind of uncleannefs 5 nay, 

•* that, when on fhip-board, he had an intrigue 

^* with a cat."—" Aye," fays Tugwell, "and 

*• Ihe has left feme tokens of her kindnefs upon 

*« thy cheeks/'—" But, " fays the Sailor, " not- 

** withftanding my fins are fo numerous, I am 

** fo far from any forrow, or contrition, that my 

^* greateft affliftion is the being violently ad- 

•* dialed to laughingy which, I am afraid, is 

^ a token of Reprobation* Now, I (hould 

<* be glad to know, whether Laughing be any 

^^fin or not; for I have heard, that Adam 

" never laughed before the Fall." 

Wildgoofe ftared with aftonifhment at this 
firange Penitent: but Tugwell, who was im- 
patient for his breakfaft, ufed this gentleman 
with lefs politene&. " Come, come, friend," 
%s he, ^^ this is no time for laughing i we 
^* have more ferious matters upon our hands ; 
^^ you had better be going about your bufinefs." 
He then thruft him towards the door. Upon 
Which die Sailor gave the fignal with the Boat- 
fwain*s whittle, and in rufhed fom: or five ftout 

fellows. 
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fellows, amongft whom was the man that had \i 
cfcaped from, Salifbury gaol. He immediately 
thruft an handkerchief into Tugwell's mouth; 
pulled his long wig over his eyes } twifled the 
wallet, >vhich hung over his fhoulder, rouYid his 
sieck; and muffled him up in fuch a manner^ 
that he could not make any fort of refiftance. 
Some of the reft fecured Wildgoofc, who never 
oflFered to interrupt them; and led them both 
to a covered boat, which lay ready on the Quay, 
and rowed away immediately for Kingroad; 
where when they arrived, they put the two 
Pilgrims aboard a large (hip, which was riding 
at anchor, and which fet fail the moment they 
were on board« 



CHAP* xm,. 

Event of their Voyage. 

TTTILD GOOSE was fo well prepared to 
fubmit to the various difpenfations of 
P|rovid1^nce, that he appeared quite calm upon 
the otjcafion, and let the Sailors difpofe of him 
as they pleafed. But Tugwell, being lefs paf- 
five, ftruggled, and hung an a-^fe, and laid 

about 
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Aont him as well as he could 5 for which re- 
fraSory behaviour, he got three or four hfearty* 
knocks on the pate : but, as foon as he Was re* 
frored to -the ufe of his tonguej be exprc^ffifd th¥ 
tranfports of hi« grief and rage in a moft'vd^ 
dferoua manner^ Sometimes he lamented' th<s ' 
forlorn condition of his poor wife* Dorothy; 
then fell foul upon Mr. Wlldgoofe, fo^ feducirtg 
hipi from home; then ctirfed himfelf, for leav- 
ing his Cobler's ftall, and his own chimney- 
corner, to go rambling about the country; In 
Ihort, though Jerry had read books of travels 
with fo much pleafure, and often wifhed to 
accompany the adventurer in his voyaged as he 
perufed them in his own ftall ; yet he found, in 
faft, the company of Sailors, upon this occa- 
fion, not fo agreeable as he expe£ted. 

Wildgoofe endeavoured to comfort his fel- 
low- fufFerer 5 and defired him, " to truffttoPro- 
*' vidence, who would bring them,'* he faid,' 
** to the haven where they Jhould be." And, 
notwithftanding Wildgoofe fo lately fek a Call 
to remain in Briilol 5 yet he was now con- 
vinced, that he was chofcn for fome more im- 
portant fervice, and was to ** preach thie Gof- 
*' pel in other cities alfo *." 

*- Journal. 

Whilft 
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Whilft they were thus, engaged in lamenta- 
tions on one fide, and confolations on the other^ . 
theihip was falling gently down thj: channel; 
when who (hould- come into the cabin, where 
the two Pilgrims were flowed, but their old ac- 
quaintance Captain Gordon? The Captaia 
fiarted back ; -and, afFe£ling fome little furprize, 
*<Ha!" cries he, « what, Mr. Wildgoofe! 
** what, was it for this, then, that our friend 
^ ** Cullpepper fent my rafcals a guinea to drink 
*' this morning ? I was furprized at- his genc- 
** rofity. Well, Sir, he has played you a co-? 
** mical trick; for I am going a pretty long 
** voyage." — Wildgoofe, after expreffing his 
furprize, anfwered, " that he did not know how 
' ** he had offended the Alderman : but, how- 
** eve," continues he, " I am convinced that 
*< Providence has fome important end to fervc 
'* by this difpenfation, to whatever part of the 
« world I (hall be tranfported."— « Why, Sir," 
fays the Captain, ** I am bound for North- 
•' America, and am to join the fleet in the 
** gulph of St, Lawrence, But, as I am to 
'* touch at Corke or Kinfale, to lay in more 
**,provifions, if you chufe it, I can fet you on 
•* ihore in that part of Ireland." — Wildgoofe 
thanked the Captain for bis civility, not fuf- 

pefting 
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pe&ing that this had been a fcbeme concerted 
between, him and the Aldermaa ; the Captam ^ 

being jealous of him^ as^ a ri?al in Mrs. Cull- 
pepper's good graces ; and the Aldennan being 
rufpicious, that his wife mi^it fupply him with 
that money which i/had refuied him. 

When Tttgwell heard of bting fet onihore in 
Ireland, he lenewed his lanscntations, land made 
• fure of having his throat cot by Papi/Sbes znd wild 
^^ Iriih: andj iftheyfhoaldbecarried into America, 
•* iie did not doubt," he faid, « bat they (hould 
" be left upon fome defolate ifland, as Robinfdn 
^ ^^Crufoe was, amongft the wild Indians; and 
i '' perhaps roailed alive^ and have their bones 
" picked by Hannibah and Sca^enger^* (fo Jerry 
called the Cannibals and Savages), <* as he m^ 
"feared his poor fon Jofeph was/* The Cap- ' ; 
*' tain bad him, ** not be afraid, for that "they • 
"(hould not beufed ill in any refpca." He 
advifed thcni therefore *' to come out of th^ir 
" cabin, and take a walk upon deck j" where, 
the weather being Sne, the water calm, and the 
velfel now in the midft of the Channel between 
the two oppofite coafts, they bad no ^inp]^afan£' 
voyage for foqpie hours. 

Vol, II. I Towards 



I 



170 THE SPIRITUAL QtTIX^OTE. 

Towards the evening, being got .near the 
mouth of the Channel, the afternoon haying 
been exceffively hot, fome black clouds began 
to rife towards the South-Eafl-y ^nd a moft 
violent thunder-ftorm foon after -enfued, which 
lafied for fevtral hours. Thofe who delight in 
defcriptions of this kind may have recourfe to 
zny of the Epic Poets, ancient or modem. I 
fliall only obferve, that, after being driven from 
their courfe, and toffed about a good part of the 
night, they found them/elves, . at break of day, 
near the Glamorganflure coaft ; and found it 
convenient (as their tackling had CuiFered a? lit- 
tle) to come to an anchor in the^ay of , Cardiff, 
v^here the Captain, having carried f^he jeft far 
enpugb, gave Wildgoofe .and his friend leave to 
be fet on fliore ; which favour, when he heard 
they were on tbe.c^aft of ,Wale§, Wildgoofe 
gladly accepted, o& After^ giving ^em the word 
cf exhortation, therefore, Wildgoofe topk his 
leave of Captain .Gordon, thanked him for 
bringing them to the haven where he wifhed tp 
be; and he and his fellow-traveller were fykly 
uponfhone. 

:ENP OF BOOKyiL 

ft 

THE 



i m 3 

THE . 

SPIRITUAL QUIXOTE. 

BO OK vm. 

C H A P- I. 

The Tilgrims arrive at Cardiff. 

MR* Wildgoofe now thought hxmfelf a 
fecond St. Paul 5 and that, in the late 
ftorm, God had given the lives of all 
thofe that failed with him to the force of his 
prayers ; though every common Sailor knew 
there had been no real danger. 

As for Tugwell, he was fo fick at the com- 
ing on of the ftorm, that he had not been very 
attentive to what had pafled ; and was fo rejoiced 
at reaching land again, that he dropped all 
xefentment againft the authors of this calamity. 
He had thrown ofF his great wig ; but, grafping 
his oaken ftaff, and fecuring his wallet, he 
fprang eagerly upon the fliore, without looking 
I 2 behind. 
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behind faim ; and, defirous as he had formerly 
been of travelling, made a folemn vow, "never 
•' to forfake the terra firma ^ain as long as he 
*< lived." 

The place where tKey landed was about tht^c^ 
miles from Cardiff; and, it being early in the 
morning, and no living creature to be Jcgiu. 
Tugwell began again to wiih himfelf at home, 
in his own chimney-corner, with a mefs of 
onion- pottage, or a difli. of Madam Wildgoofe's 
pot-liquor, for his breakfaft \ for, having eaten 
nothing the whole preceding day but a fea-bif- 
cuit, he began to complain of hunger and fatigue. 
By good ludk, however, upon fearching his 
wallet, he found a couple of rolls and apiece 
of mutton-pye, which he had layed in at Bridol : 
ht prevailed upon his Matter, therefore, with- 
out much difficulty, to fit down at the foot of a 
rock, and partake with him of what he had {^ 
providentially provided. 

But, during this fliort repaft, Wildgoofe began 
to blame himfelf, for having lived too luxurioufly 
at Briftol ; obferving, ^* that regular dinners 
** and hot fuppers were by no m^ans expedient 
" forthofe that were called to preach the Gof- 
•* pel." — *' Odzooks !" cries Tugwell ; *' why, 
«' I did not fee but Mr. Whitfield, and other 
' 5 *'good 
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^^ good Chriftians^ iate und drank as well as we ; 
•*'and much g.ood may it do them ! I would 
** have every one have a belly-full. To be Aire, 
*^ Madam Cullpepper keeps- a good hmife, and 
*^gave me marty a good meal j and money 
**'befid'cs, for that matter." 

Wildgoofe, upon hearing that Mrs* Cull- 
pcpper'a gencrolity had extended ,to bis compa- 
nion aifo, cdndemned himfelf-for difcovcring 
his neceffity to the Alderman ; and began to 
fufpe£l that fome jealoufy of this kind, for Tie 
had no idea of any other, might be the caufe of 
hisfgettijig them kidnapped, and fent on Chip* 
board. .He fcomfortcd Hinifelf, however, with 
the uprSghttiefs bf his intentbnj^ . and with the 
conviction that the money would be fpent in a 
g(56id ^auf^S^and that he ihould make, a better 
vfe bf the uhriighteous Mammon than thofe to 
"whom it properly belonged. 

Thotigh the fun was rifefh above ^e horizdn, 
itVas dot y«t four o'clock ; and the twc RU 
•grinis haying had little reft in the night, WiW- 
'geiofe leaned sigainfl: the rock, and toot: a fhort 
inaip;:and Tugwell, being now at eafe, kid 
iiiinielfddwd on bis wallet, :and, according to 
cuflom^ fnoared moil profoundly* 

1 3 Wildgoofcj 
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Wildgoofe, however, having paid a fl 
compliment to nature, and having in his i 
dreamt of nothing but fpiritual conqu 
ftarts up, and rouzes his fellow travc 
** Come, Jerry,** cries he, *« this is no i 
*• for flecp ; up, andbe doing : the whole '. 
*^ of Canaan lies before us ; we muft ful 
*^ the idolatrous jiation^, the Hivites, the 
*' rizzites, and the Jebufites. God has c 
*^ us into Wales ; and I make no doubt 
^* he will fend his Angel before us (as he 
*' before Mr. Whitfield*) ; and we (hal 
** on from city to city (likejofbua) ; and 
*^ Devil's ftrong holds will fell down al 
^ preaching, as the walls of Jericho did at 
*• found of the Rams-horns W^i 

NotwithftandtDg this fpiritual rant, 1 
well grumbled at being waked fo foon, and 
** he did not find the conquering of cities w 
** eafy a matter. You know. Matter," fayi 
** you talked of conquering the city of ^t 
^* but I think, they have conquered i», and 
*< tran^rted us into this heathenifli ^coui 
** Without our own confent, where thei 
** nothing to be ^ot, as I can fee, for lov 



•• money.** 



* Jouraa], p, to* f f^i* 
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The truth was, Jerry liked travelling well 
ekiough in a country where they could meet 
with refrefiunent at every ale-houfe ; but, hav* 
ing been very ilck in hk voyage, and being a 
Uttle chagrined at the defobte appearance of 
the fea-coaft, compared with the pjeafures^of 
Alderman CuUpepper's kitchio, he could not 
forbear venting his fpleen againft Wildgoofe, 
for feducing him fo far from home* 

But the fame caufe, which damped TugwcU's 
fpirits, rouzed Wildgoofe's zeal, Helanguiflied 
for a little perfeeutk)n (as Mr,^ Whitfield had ] 
often done) ; and thought things were tiot 
right, whilft they went on fo fmoothly at Bri- 
fiol. He faid, '^ the primitive Saints werem^de 
*• perfeft by fuffcrings; and I dare fay, Jerry, 
*^ you yourfelf will be the better for this flight j 
"perfecution for the Gofpel's fake."— " Yts, 
^ to be fure,"^ fays Tugwell ; «< I fuppdfe, 
*' Mafter, you would* be glad to fee me ducked ) 
^^ in an horfe-pond, or tofled in a blanket, for 
"the Gofpel's fake: but I do not fee what 
" occafion r have to run my head againft a 
•* wall, when I can get my living very well by j 
^ Blending. {hoes; and I wiih I were at home 
^ again in my own flail, or in my chimney- 
•♦ corner with our Dorothy." 

I 4 - Wildgoofe 



1 



176 TMK SPl'RiTUAt QJUIXOTE* 

Wildgoofe faid, ** he would not prevent hb 
•* returning home, if he defired it ; and wouU 
** pay him for the time which he had loftin 
*^ attending him : and then," continues he, 
*' as you have been at no expence, you can 
** have no reafon to complain. Befides, you 
•^ own that Mrs. CuHpepper gave you fome 
*' money ; and, perhaps, other good Chriftians 
*' may have been as hTjeral : and much good 
•* may it do you!" Mr. Wildgoofe however, 
faid, "he did not want to call him to an 
^* account ; but only to make him fubmit with 
«* patience to the accidents which might befell 
^' them in the Pilgrimage in v^hiph he had volun- 
/^ tartly engaged to accompany him. Butcomc, 
*' Jerry,'* ^fays he, ** Lbelievc we are not far 
*' from Cardiff, where we fliall iiiieet with better 
** acconmiodations, and (what is of jnorc con- 
** fequence*) with a Society of true Chriftians, 
" which, I believe, Mr. Whiifield cftdbliftcd 
"there, when he vificed the Principality of 
" Wales.^* 

Accordingly, in Icfs than half an hour 4nore, 
they came within fight of that handfomeviDwn ; 
which revived Tugweirs fpirhs, whonmifeed 
for nothing fo much as a cup of good; al?. ami a 

flice 
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fllce of toafted cheefe, which, now he was in 
Wales, He hoped to have in petfedion. 



C H A P. IL 

Adventures in the Inn at Cdrdiffi *^ 

'ihHE firft public-boufe whJcK the two Pil- 
grims came to was one of thofe old, un- 
fightly roanfions, wliich, having been a well- 
accuftomed inn time out of mind, had had dif- 
ferent convenieocies added to it by different 
poffeflbrs ; fo that it made^ upon the whole, a 
comfortable, though very irregular, appearance. 
The houfe was at prefent very full ; yet Tug- 
well contrived to get a nook in the kitchen- 
chiqiney, to fmoke his pipe and drinlc his ^le 
(which was his principal concern) 5 and Mr. 
Wildgopfe had a little parlour, near the fta'ble^ 
for his breakfaft and his meditations. 

As the Cambro-Briions are a nation oif gen- 
tlemen, jealous of their honour, and impatient 
of afFrontSj they are engaged in frequent litiga- 
tions : and there happened at this time to be 
fome Lawyers upon a commiflion at. that inn. 
' I 5 Ahiong 
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Among the reft, there was an eminent Attorney 
from Briftol, who came poft the day before, and 
whofe Clerk came into the kitchen, whilft Tug- 
well was eating a raflier of bacon, inftead of 
toafted cheefc, for his breakfaft. As Jerry, by 
his Matter's order, had been flily enquiring, 
** whether there were any Methodifts at Car- 
" difFj" the Lawyer's Clerk, interpofing, faid, 
*• they had too many of them in Briftol ; but, 
" thank God !" fays he, " two of them were 
" fliipped off for North- America yefterday 
** morning, juft as my Mafter and I fet out.'*^ 
<« For what?" fays one of the company:— 
" Why, one of the rafcals,'* fays the young 
Lawyer, "had been tampering with one of 
•* our Aldermen's wives ; and, by his curfed 
*' canting tricks, choufed the poor Alderman 
** out of an hundred pounds, or pretty near it, 
** to my certain knowledge."—" What was 
" the Alderman's name, then ?V fays TugweH, 
interrupting him, with an eager look. — " Why, 
" Alderman Cullpepper," fays the young Cler^ 
— '* The Devil is a lyar, and fo are you," fay« 
Tugwell J " for I know Alderman Cullpeppcr 
*^ better than you do j and I came from Briftol 
*• but yefterday morning, as well as you."-- 
** You know Alderman CuUpepper !'^ returns 

the 
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the Lawyer. " What ! thou haft been carried 
"before hitivfor a petty-larceny, I fuppofe/'-r— 
'* I do not care a t — d for your pretty lajfes^* 
fays Tugwell; "but I know that what yoU 
"fay is a curfcd lye."— " Is it?" fays the 
Lawyer ; ** I had it from 'his own fervant : and 
" I will pull thee by the nofe, if thou giveft me 
" the lye again," fays he. " One of them pre- 
" tended to be a man of fortune, forfooth, but 
*• wanted to borrow money of the Alderman; 
" and the other was a broken Cobler."— ^" How 
" do you know I was a broken Cobler ?" quoth 
Tugwelh' " If I was a Cobler, thank God, I 
** never was broke." — " I will be hanged,^* 
cries, the Lawyer, flaring in his face, " if thou " 
" art not one of them j I have feen thy face in 
*• Briftol. And the Alderman's fervant told mie 
*^ ohe of them was a damned guttling fellow^; 
" that he caught him in an intrigue with a 
pigeon-pye, behiiid the pantry- door, one 
" morning before dinner \ and that he had 
" ravifhed above a dozen bottles of ftrong beer 
" in lefs than a week's tinae." — '" I trigue with | 
" a pigeon-pye !" fays Jerry ; " it was nothing 
** but a piece of pye-cruft that the Cook g3\/e 
**"me, , and a little beft drink to flay myllomactj, 
1-6 " gerjtlctclk'- 
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** gentlefolks dine fo plaguy late. What! 
*^ rpuft not a man^ that preaches the Golpel, 
^* eat and drink as well as other folks ?''— 
« Thou preach the Gofpel !'* fays the Ckrk ; 
** thqu art more fit to fweep chimneys, or 

*^ black ihoes, than to preach the Gofpel.*' » 

As Jerry was going to retort with fome vehe- 
mence^ this difpute might probably have pro- 
ceeded to an aflault and battery^ if the young 
Lawyer had not been called away by his Matter. 
And Mr. Wildgoofe^ having now difpatched 
his ihort breakfaft, fummoned. Tugwell into 
his little pai;lour^ to know what intelligence he 
had got about any Religious Society at Cardiff. 
Jerry related to him> with fome indignatioB, 
the report which the young Lawyer baAbrought 
from BriftpJ : but Wild^ofe was lefs furprized 
, at the exaggerations of vulgar fame,, than fcocked 
at the fcandal which he jwkI his friend Tugwell 
had given, by accepting of Mrs^ Cullpepper's 
favours. And again cxpreffing his fufpicion> 
** that Tugwell might have tafted niore largely 
^' of her bounty than he cared to awn,'* Tug- 
well wiflied " the Devil- might fetch him, if 
** he had had above half a guinea, or Jtch a mat- 
*' /^r, of any body's money, fince he came from 
** home*'* Wildgoofe r^roved him for his paf- 

fionate 
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fionate exdattiation ; but his manner of ex- 
preffing himfelf, and his being fo touchy upon 
the occafion^ only confirmed Wildgoofe in bis 
fufpicions. 



CHAP. IIL 

Mr. Wildgoofe holds forth to a Weljh Audience. 

TirrHILST tb« two TOgrinrs were debating 
what courfe to take; as people at an 
-inn want to get rid of guefts when nothing 
is going forwards for the good 6f the houfe ; 
the Drawer (or rather the Tapfter ) came into 
the room, to know whether the Gentleman called. 
Wildgoofe defired to pay for what they had 
had % and, whilft he was doing tliat, inquired 
of thie Waiter, *' whether ^here were any Me« 
•* thodifts, as they called them, in the town."— 
** Yes,. I believe there are," fays be, *• more 
"than are welcome: and we have got the 
** famous Preacher Howel Harris in town at 
"this time." — ** Pray, who is he?" fays 
Wildgoofe. — " Why, he is a young fellow," 
replies the Waiter, *« that goes all over the 
** country to revels and fairs, and preaches 

"two 
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<* or three times a day. He does a great deal 

of mifchief amongft the country people; 
*• hut I hope fomebody or other w4lll3eat his 
•^ brains out one of thefe days." 

" What, I fuppofe, he fpoils your tfade, and 
•*' would not have people get drunk, nor fpend 
<* their time and money in wicked and idle di- 
*• verfions r* — ** 1* da not know," fays the 
Tapfter.j "I have nothing to fay againft' the 
•^ young fellow; I never faw any harm by 
** him, not I : if you have a mind to hear him, 
•' I believe he preaches agaia to-night ; and 
" he lodges at a widow woman's, not far from 
•' our houfe." 

As Wildgoofe had heard Mr. .Whitfield make 
honourable mention of Brother Howel Harris,, 
he defired the Tapfter to give them diredlionsi 
and went immediately and found him out» As 
fbon as they met, like true Free mafons, they 
difcovered each other's occupations, almoft by 
infiin£); ; and, in the apoftolical phrafe, 
Wildgoofe gave Howel the right hand of kU 
lowfhip. 

When Howel Harris difcovered Wild^oofe's 
inclination to harangue publicly, and that he 
had already been employed by Mr. Whitfield, 
he engaged to procure the Town- hall for him 

that 
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ItKat very afternoon ; where, by trumpeting the 

/* fame of this new Preacher, he affembled above 
four hundred people. Wildgoofe held forth 
from the Judgement-feat; where he took occa- 
fibn, without Judge or Jury, to arraign and con-' 
demn the whole race of Mankind. Many were 
very attentive ;. but fome mocked : and fome 
jolly fellows, who had been drinking at the 
Inn, one of whom kept a pack of liounds in 
the neighbourhood, having had intelligence of 
Wildgoofe*s intention by the Drawer, got a 
dead fox, and trailed him round the Town- 
hall, and laid on his dogs to the fcent. The 
I mufic of the hounds and the. noife of the 
f fportfmen were fo loud and vociferous^ that they 
* almoft drowned the voice of the Orator : and 
F the chearfulnefs of the found had fuch a me- 
I chanicat efFeS upon the minds of many of the 

(Cambrians, that they ran out to join them ; 
lay, Tugwell himlelf, in the midft. of the 
preachnvent, could hardly refrain from giving 
I them a tallio ; but the recolleftion of the jeo- 
pardy he had been in, when he miftook the 
j[ack-af8 for a ftag, checked his fpirit, and* 
(prevented him from deferting his ftatioa near> 
his maftcr, and joining the cry. 
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The Fox-hunters, however, were tired before 
the t'reather, who harangiied for above an hour 
to a very attentive audience ; and, what is re- 
markable, that part of the congregation feemed 
mod afFedted, and beftowed' the mdft hearty 
behe3i£lic?ns on the Preacher, who did hot un- 
derftand a wbrd of Englifh. This, however, 
we ought tiot to attribute merely to aSedation, 
but to the vehemence and apparent fincerity of 
the Orator, and the m'echanical and infectious 
operation of an eiithufiaftic. energy. 

It was towards evening before they difmiiTed 
flieaffembly; and Wildgoofe, having been di- 
flurbed by the ftorm the preceding night, in- 
vited Howel Harris to (it an^ hour with him at 
his inn, where they fettled their plan for the 
next morning: and the two Pilgrims retired 
early to their repofe, highly fatisfied with the 
adventures of the day ; which, Wildgoofe faid 
(in the ftyle of the Journals), *' W2ls a day of 
^^fat things',** to which Tugwell ( apply liig it 
in a literal fenfe to his rafhers of bacon and 
Wclfli ale) heartily affented. 



CHAP, 
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CHAP. IV. 

jtn unlucky Mtfiakcm 

pH£ houfe being very full (as was obfetvedj, 
our adventurers, being only foot* paflen- 
!rs, met with but fcurvy lodgings. There 
as a room tip five or fix ftairs, near the ftable, 
ith two miferable beds in it ; in one of which 
le Hoftler ufually lay ; and the other was re- 
rved for the Drawer or Tapftcr, or any of the 
:ber fervantSy who anight happen to be turned 
It of their own beds upon any extraordinary 
mfluxof company; which was ib much the 
'efent cafe, that the Hoftler himfelf was turiled 
It by Mr. Wildgoofc, ^nd forced to lie in the 
iy*loft y and Tugwell took up the other bed 
mtiguous to his mafter. 
The two travellers were but }aft got into- 
leir firfi fleep, when Nan the Cook, who hap-» 
»ied to have a tiofkurnal intrigue with the 
[efiler, flipped up to Witdgoofe's bed-^fide, aiid,, 
dling the Hofiler two or tliree times in a low 
^ice, difturbed Wildgoofe, who began ta 
lutter fome rapturous ejarcuhtion in bis fleep ^ 

which 
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which Nan miftaking for the amorous expoftu-' 
lition of an impatient lover, (he began to difrobf 
herfclf with great expedition; when, as iH 
Juck would have it, one of the Waiters, being 
driven from his bed to. make room for a^ 
Lawyer's Clerk, came into the room with a' 
candle,, and difcovered poor Cooky half un-- 
drefied. She was aa handfome, plump girl,- 
of about twenty-five ; but, from the conftant 
heat and unfiuous fteanas of the kitchen^ her 
complexion had more of the ruddy bronze- of 
an Italian peafant than the pale delicacy of a 
Northern beauty. However, fhe vvas agreeable 
enough to the grofs appetite of an Hofiler, aad, 
as the Waiter imagined, to that of a Modern 
Saint ;. for Wildgoofe, being now awaked (not- 
withftanding the fi^rprize which he edcprelTed 
at feeing fuch company at his bed-fide, and 
the angry rebukes which he made ufe of for 
this intrufion), the \Vaitcr formed conjeSures 
by no means favourable to his virtue. Poor 
Nan, pretending fome miftake, collected her 
loofe robes, and hurried dawn ftair&as faftas 
ihe could ; and the Waiter with her. At the 
bottom of the ftairs, they met the Hoftler, who^ 
having heard fpme body go up. into bis ufual 
ai^iartmentr fufp? tied the miftakc* The Waker 

toli 
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UAi him) << that be hadl caught Nan in bed 
** with the MethodiA Pceacber ;" which though 
he did not entirely believe, yet it fo far rbuzed 
Us jealoufy, that be heartily joined with, the 
Waitei: in pubUlhing the .ftory the next morning* 



CHAP, \r, 
jtn Apparition* 

'T^UGWELL, being thoroughly fatigued^ 
and pretty well fteeped in Wclfli aTe, 
never waked during the above tranfaflion : but, 
about one o'clock, when the whole houfe was 
quiet, and he had a little fatisiied the importu- 
nate demands of nature, he was difturbed by 
fomething at the feet of his bed ; when, opening 
bis eyes, he difcovered by the twilight a moft 
diabolical figure ftanding upright before^ him. 
It was about five feet high, of a^grim afpeA, . 
with eyea that glared like fire, a long beard^. 
and amonftrous pair of horns. ^ In the name 
" of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft/' 
cries Tugwcll, *« what art thou ?" — The 
Spe£trc made no other anfwer ; but in an hollow 
tcmecried^ «whare! whare!^ Jerry,- who. 

made.: 
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made no doubt but it 'was thfe Devil, ahd 
charitably fuppofing fbat his bufinefs^Was ^^fth 
the gentlemen of the Law, replitd, *> ttet, if 
*• he wanted the' Lawyers, they lay in the bift 
*' bed-chambers."-— The Apparition,, as if he 
wanted no other intelligence, took his cloven 
feet immediately ofF the bed, and, like the 
Devil upon Two Sticks, went (lumping down 
flairs again, and difappeared. — ^Tugwell, how- 
ever, awaked bis companion in a great fright* 
"Mafter Wildgoofe ! Mafter Wildgoofe!" 
fays he ; <^ for God's fake, awake : Lord hsve 
** mercy 'upon us !" fays he 5 ** the houfe is 
** haunted ; the Devil has juft appeftfed to me, 
*' and 16 this moment gone do^n ft^fs."— 
Wildgoofe, though in his difcoiirfes he frequently 
talked of theDevil and the pdwer of Satan, yet 
did not xeally 'belike his vifible appearante 
to mankind. He took this opportanity» how- 
ever, of reminding Jerry, <* bow fr^ he had 
<^ made wi^h the Devil's name about fo triflilig 

« an «iFair as bis receiving motiej^ upon the 
•« road !"-^** Lord have mercy upon us !'* 
cries Tugwell; " to be fure, ,that .li Ae reafen 
«• of his appearance. Talk of the Devil, and 
<* he will appear, I wifbed the Devil might fetch 

' ♦« me, if i had taken al>ove hulf a gufiiea fioce 
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: **;wc came from .^019^:; aijd,? to b^, fure, I 
J **,ha?e*receiyedith^ce tiixics.as much from diffcr- 

)*' ent people. But Qpd fofgivp mc J and dc- 
^^: fend me from the po«rer of .Sat^n, who is the 
. *». father of lies!" 

Thougli Wildgoofe did not trouble himfelf 
a^OMt Jerry's pexquifites, . he wsis forry to find, 
:r that, after fo much good ini]tru£l;ion^ he had 
made no greater progrefs towards perfection. 
He defired him^ however, " to take another 
** nap; for that the Apparition was only a 
sJ '^dreamy or a phantom of his imagination.''— « 
*' The Fancy of a Magic Lanthern /" fays 
Jerry ; '' nog no ; I hav;e feen a Magic Laa- 
*', thern at Evclham fair. It was. no Magic Lan- 
Bsl **,thcrn," fays Tugwell; " for I felt him, as ' 
«: ** -well as faw him. He pa:tc4 my legs with 
iC ** hia cloven-feet^ .and he grew taller and 
J7- ** taller, as I looked at him, till his head . 
^ ** reacbi'eg. thei ceiling; and I beard himwajk 
^ ** down ftajrs: and, I am fure, the houfe is 
C| *< haunted by Evil Spirits ; and 1 am for leav- 
' I ** ing this place as foon as it is diy-light."- 
^^ Mr. Wildgoofe, who had been haunted by 
4 the Flefh (in the fhape of a fat Cook), as Tug- 
4 well had by the Spirit (in the fliape of a Devil 
"^^ as he thouglit), and not knowing what ufe 
'I the 
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the Drawer might make of fuch an incident ; 
being alfo impatient to get back to Gloucefter, 
for reafons which the Reader may pr6bably guefi 
at; took Jerry's hint, and promifed tofetout 
by five o'clock, but defired Tug well to com- 
pofe himfelf till that time ; which Jerry pro- 
mifed to do : and Mr. Wildgoofe, being flill 
much fatigued, took another nap. 

Tugwell, however, could not fleep foundly i 
but, being waked again by the clock's firiking 
four, and ftill haunted by the terrors of hw 
Jancy, he calls out again to his fellow-traveller, 
'** Matter Wildgoofe 1 Matter Wildgoofe 1" 
fays he.— ■" What is the matter now?" fays 
Wildgoofe. — *• O, nothing," fays Jerry ; ** I 
** had only a mind to let you know, that you 
*• have but an hour longer to fleep."—— 
*' Pugh 1" fays Wildgoofe ; ** but you need 
*' not have waked me to tell me fc.'* 

The fun, however, began now to dart his 
firtt; rays through the lattice, and difcovered the 
ballads on the walls of their bed-chamber. 
People alfo began to move about the inn. 
Wildgoofe therefore, and his friend Tugwell, 
thought it beft to quit their beds, and decamp 
before the family were all ftirring. Jerry, fec- 
[ ing his Matter kneel down to bis devotions, 

juft 
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juft cad up a ihort ejaculation ; but thought it 
more to his purpofe to examine the ftate of his 
Wallet; which being pretty well exha^ufted, he 
'fefolved to Teplenifh it with what he could get 
before they fet out. 

As they came down into the fiable^yard, a 
great (baggy he-goat, drawn by the fmell of 
Jcriry's wallet, came running towards them^ 
wbich Mr. Wildgoofe efpying, immediately 
obferyed to his friend, *' that this was the Ghoft 
** whic.b had appeared to htm In the night."— 
Tugwell faid, ** the Apparition hadliorns, and 
^* a beard, like the goat; but that he was as 
*^ tall . as ;he houfe, and walked upright iipon 
*' two legs; and 9 he was fure, it could be no- 

•« thing but the Devil himfelf."- -Wildgoofe 

did not ftay to convince him; but, meeting 
With the Tapfler who had waited x)n them 
the preceding night, paid h>m for what they 
I had had ; yet not before Tugwell had drunk a 
pot of ale, and furniihed his wallet with f«me 
^^tpyifion for their journey. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. vr. 

Their Recep,Uon by the Parfoh of Newport. 

rpHOUGH Wildgoofe' was not very foli- 
'^ citous about the ludicrous turn which the 
fervants at the inn might give to his adventure 
with the fat Cook ; yet, as he had promifed 
Howel Harris to hold forth again that day at 
CardriFy and was unwilling to leave room for 
any fufpicion in the mind of his friend, he 
thought it proper to call upon him at his lodg« 
ings ; and, though it was not yet fiye o'clock, 
he found him already up, and at his medita« 
tions. 

As people who are good themfelves are not 
apt to fufpefl: ill of others, Mr. Wildgoofc 
found no difEcuIty in convincing his Brother 
Howel of his innocence. He would have pcr- 
fuaded Wildgoofe, however, not to quit Car- 
diff fo abruptly : but, when he found him de- 
termined, he immediately took his ftaflT, and 
fct out with the two Pilgrims towards Newport, 
a confiderable town on the great road ; where 
he promifed to introduce Mr. Wildgoofe to the 

Parfofl 
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'Parfon of the parifli, *' wbos*' he faid, ** was a 
^< friend to their caufe, and had lent Mr, . 
^' Whitfield his ptilpic, when be lately vifited 
** the principaHty of Wales." 

They arrived at Newport before ten o'clock, 

and accordingly waited upon the t)o&or^ who 

received them in a polite manner, and told 

them, *• as he was perfuaded of Mr. Whit^ 

"•* field's good intentions, and knew alfo how 

** fond people are of a new Preacher, and what 

*' an impreffion that very circumftance often 

*♦ mada upon carelefs Chriftians, he had in- 

« dulged his parifliioners, for Qnce, in hearing 

"** fo famous a man ; but that, in general, he 

*' did not at all approve of fuch irregular 

**' proceed ings, 

** I have already,** continued the Doilori 
" found the ill effefls of my complaifance to 
" Mr. Whitfield. My own people, who arc 
** very well difpofed, and who were before 
"entirely fatisfied with my plain dodlrinc, 
" now, forfooth, give out, that I do not preach 
" the Gofpel, becaufe I do not always harp 
** upon the fame firing, of the New Birth, 
*^ Faith without Works, and the like. They 
** alfo cxpefl: me to have private meetings 
" two or three nights in the week, and com- 
VoL.II. K "pliment 
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for thefe reafons, Mr. Wildgoofe determinedrto 
t^e his route by the way of Monmouth. 

Thoagh Monmouthihire is n6w in fome re- 
fpe£ts an EngUQi: county, ancLis not fo moun- 
tainous as many parts of Wales ; ye^^ to thofe 
vphofe traveb have^never extended farther tbaa 
Hammerfmith or 6rentfor4> or a few mile€ 
rouhd the Metropolis, the roads in this county 
>yould not appear quite fp Jevel .as afCidd^r- 
minder carpet. 

Accordingly . the two Pilgrims, after two 
hours travelling, had now juft fMrmouhted fL 
Monmouthihire mole-:hilI, ^md were come 
*^pwn, into a romantic .valle^y, pn the banks qf 
the '^ikcy the coplnefs of which, as the fufi 
was o^ar.its.^ieridian, wa» extremely refrefhing. 
After vi^nding jalong the river's fide fpr about 
half a pf\ilq,.they .came in- fight of a pleafant 
village, at the foot of another hill, covered 
with hangif^g wopcl^, yrhich formed a beautifid 
, amphitheatre i jn >the centre of which the 
Parifli-church, with4tsl|tt|e.fpire, rofe amongft 
fome old pine-trees.; aiwl ^the ruins of ^ Mo- 
nafteryj near whjch this ,^vor/6rmed a natural 
cafcade, ihewed that the place iiad formerly 
i}een dedicated to devotion and folitude. Wild- 
goofe -could not but admire the fequeflered fi- 

tuatioD^ 



rtmtion} and obferved, ^* that, if a true pri- 
" mitive fpirit reigned amongft thofc people^ 
*^ they muft be the happieft of mortals/' 

The firft cottage they catne to wa3 a tolerably 
neat one, and appeared the conilant refidence 
of peace and tranquillity.* A little wicket, 
painted white, led through a fmall court to the 
houfe, . which was covered with- honey- fuckley- 
and fweet-briar : the windows were glazed^; 
and the chimney rofe, wdth a truly ancient 
Britiih magnificence, two- feet above the thatch. 

As the^road divided at the end «>f the village, 
Tugwell marched boldly up to the door, to in- 
^V»ire theway.. On fonear^ an approach, how- 
'Cver, theyv -found,., that Peace does not always 
refide in a cottage ;^ for their ears were faluted 
with the confufed ncife and fcjualling of child- 
ren ; and a female voice, with a Welfh accent 
(Which is always expreffive of anger), anfwered 
Jerry,, and bid -hkn,^'^ go about his bufinefs ; 
" thiat there was nothmg for him 5 a«d that 
••they had beggars enough in their own 
•• parifli."—Jerry^ replied, <* that they did not 
"come to beg, but to inquire the road to 
"Monmouth."' 

A little curled-headed boy, with flloes and 
ftockingi^ on> now opened the doors when they 
K-3; hc^rd- 
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heard the forcfaid female exclaiming, ** Why 
•* do not you make haftc, and fcrape the 
•* bacon ? I wi(h thofe books were all in the 
" fire 1" Then, feeing Jerry's wallet on his 
fiioulder, (he cries out, ** that they never 
** bought any thing of Pedlars ; that her own 
** father, who was a Gentleman born, kept a 
•* creditable (hop at Newport; and (he would 
** not encourage people who travelled about to 
^* the prejudice of the fair trader." 

During this angry exclamation, Tugwell 
and Wildgoofe had a full vie^ into the kitchen j 
where, befides the boy that opened the door, 
they faw four or five more, and the poor wo- 
man far adyanced In her pregnancy. The 
Mafter of thi hoafe, who was' rio other than 
the Vicar of the parifh, was fitting <iown in 
his band and night-gown; but fo far from 
being idle, that his eyes, his hands, and his 
feet, every limb of his body, and evety faculty 
ef his foul, were fully employed : for he was 
reading a folio, that lay on a table to the right; 
was hearing his little boy read, who (iood by 
him on the left; he was rocking the cradle 
with his foot ; and was paring turnips. 

As foon as he^ could cjifengage his attention 
from this variety of employment, he rofe upj 

and 
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and with a ftern air afkcd the travellers, *' what 
" they wanted ?" — W.ildgoofe repeated Tug» 
well's queftion, and defired to know, *' which 
*' was the road to Monmouth ?" — The Vicar 
told them, ** they were come near a mile out 
"of their way; but that, with proper direc- 
** tions, they might eafily recover the right 
«road/' 

Obferving Wildgoofe, however, upon a nearer 
view, not to have the appearance of a commot> 
tramper, he alked them, *< if they would fie 
*' down at the dooi\ and refrefli themfelves a 
" little in the heat cf the day ? I cannot' de- 
" fire you to walk into the houfe,** fays the 
Vicar j " for, amongft the other comforts of 
" matrimony, I have that of fitting my whole 
" life in a wet room. My wife, as you may 
*« perceive, is a very good houfewife ; but 
" (unfortunately for me !J (he has taken it 
*^ into her head, that a wet houfe and a clean 
" houfe are the fame thing : fo that, having 
^' only one room to fit in, and that being 
** waQied every morning, it is confequently as 
*' you now fee it all the year round." 

Mr. Wildgoofe faid, " he was forry to have 
" given him the trouble of this apology, as 

** he could not accept of his invitation." 

K 4 Tugwell,. 
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Tugwell, however, who feldom flighted 
ofFer of this kind, faid, ** he would be ol 
^ to the gentleman for a draught of i 
** beer." — The Vicaf, therefore, himfelf 
a cup, fteppcd to the barrel, which ftooc 
little (hcd, or encUiical pent-houfe^ and br< 
Jerry, in a literal fenfe, fomc fmall-'hetr 
refrefliixig liquor which he aiked for.^ 

CHAP; VIIL 
Ecdefiqfiical "Pride in the Dmefe- of tandt 



WHILST Tugwell was rcgaKng 
« felf with the forefaid potation, \ 

|i goofe repofed hhmfelf upon the bench a 

door; and, pointing to the ruins-, of the 
B ji naftery, oBferved to the Vicar, by way of 

J|; chat^ ** that there had been a Religious 1 

^ i •^in his parifh."— " Yes," f^ys the \ 

•* there bas been a Religious Houfe in the p 
** I believe j but, I am forry to fay,, it was 
IJj II- ** before my time : -for, I am afraid, at p; 

** we have not oiye truly religious houfe i 
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amongft them."— «* Why," fays the Vicar, 
I hope I do my duty as well as the generalitjc 
of my brethren ; but am afraid, from particu-^ 
]ar circumftances, it is not in my power to : 
do much good in; my pariih"— -^^ How fo, . 
Sir?" return* WiWgoofe.—" You know, ^ 
Sir,'* replies the Vicar, "that; at the Re- 
formation, in Harry the EighthV time: when « 
the revenues of thefe Religious Houfes, by 
the A£l of Diffolutiony were granted to the* 
Crown, how flender a referve was made in 
general for ferving.the Pkrifh-churches. Now ' 
foil muftobfcrve. Sir,, that, after fpending 
even years in the Univerfity, and taking a 
Hafter of Arts-degree, I am poffefled of a 
ittle Rc<aory, of about thirty pounds a year;, 
nd of thi» Vicarage, ^which, if I ceuldmake 
hemoft of it, might bring me in near twenty 
lore : now, each' of thefe preferments tbefc 
►oor people confider as a nohle htnefice \ and, 
hough you fee. Sir, in what way I live, yet, 
ecauft I am poffefled of half a dozen fpoons 
nd a filver tankard, they envy me, as living 
1 a princely ftate, and lording it over God's 
eritage; and, what is worfe, as my whole ' 
rcome in this parifli arifes from the fm all 
ihes, becaufe I cannot afford to let them • 
K5., "cheat^^ 
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*' cheat me out of half my dues, they reprefent 
** me ,as carnal and worldly-minded, and as 
*^ one who regards nothing but the good things 
*' of this life, and who is always making dif- 
" turbances in the parifh. And this prejudice 
** againft me prevents my doing that good 
*' amongft them which I fincerely wifh to do. 
•' One m^n has left his church, and walks three 

miles to a Methodift-meeting, becaufe I took 
*' one pig out of fev^n, as the Law direflsj 
•' another has complained to the Biftiop of my 
*^ extortion, becaufe I would not take" three 
** {hillings and fix pence, in lieu of tithes 
•' for a large orchard, as my predeccflbr had 
** cone. In fliort, Sir, here are two or three 
*^ Diflenters in the parifli, who give out that 
*' all tithes are remnants of Popery j and would" 
** have the Clergy confider meat and drink as 
*' types and fhadows, which ought to have been 
" abolifhed with the Levitical L^v^." 

"Well, Sir," fays Wildgoofe; "I cannot 
^' but think the fit u at ion of a poor Vicar par- 
•• ticularly difagreeable, and that of the Clergy 
•' in general very much (oy in a temporal view. 
*^ And, fmce < all malice (as a polite Writer 
** obfv.rves) ijrifes from an oppofition of in- 

" texefts/ 
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" terefts/ I think it is pity, even upon that ac- 
*' count, that things could not be put upoa. 
" fome different footing between the Paftors^ 
"and their flocks."—^* Why," fays the Vicar^ 
" if it could be done without too great a con- 
" fufion of property, I am furc, I fliould have-. 
" no objection to it. And I have often thought,* 
'' zs things now are, to prevent that odium. 
" which every Incumbent muft bring upon. 
•' himfelf^ who is under a neceffity ofdifputing 
" with his parifli the rights of the Church, a> 
" method might be contri\ped, to throw the 
" burthea upon the Church itfelf, inftead of any^ 
** particular Incumbent."—*' As how I" fays 
Wildgoofe.— *' Why," fays the Vicar, " that 
" the Bi(hop fliould be empowered, by a fund; 
*' levied in fome manner on the Clergy of. the. 
" Diocefe, in proportion to their income, to* 
" defend the rights of any particular parifli ;, 
" which, by reference to fome neighbouring* 
" Gentlemen, or other lenient methods, I fliould* 
*' think, might generally be done without much* 
•^expence,. and without involving a poor, mi- 
" ferable Incumbent in. continual fquabbles' 
** with his parifli, and preventing him from^ 
*' doing that good which probably he might' 
^^-otherwife do. But," continued the Vicar,, 
K 6 ** there 
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^* there is no perfeflion to be hoped for in any 
^ human inftitutions; and, perhaps, an attempt 
^' to remedy the prefent might be attended witk< 
** ftill greater inconveniencies^** 

"I think/' fays Wildgoofe^ there caa be no^ 
** greater misfortune thiin a mifiinderftanding 
** between a Minifter and his congregation ; a$^ 
** it prevents all probability of the people's rc- 
*' ceiving any fpiritual improvement,, if the^ 
** Clergy were to take ten times- the pains- 
•* which tbey generally do. 

** But pray, Sir," continues Wildgoofe,, 
** where is that Methodift-mceting which 
* you mentioned ? is it in our road to Mon- 
** mouth ?"— 'This inquiry confirmed the Vicar^ 
in what he had before fufpe^led from Wild* 
goofe's converfation, that he was a favourer at. 
leaft of the M)Bthodifts. He told him, there- 
fore, " that if he wanted Information of that 
^ kind, any of his pariflhioners would give him 
^^ ample fatisfa^lion; and would, upon occafion, 
** leave the moft neceflary bufinefs, and walk 
** twenty miles, to hear the extempore effufions 
** of an illiterate Mechanic,'* 



CHAP. 
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CHAP., ix;, 

JKff*. Jintdgoofi collisSfs an Audience^ . 

'T^UGWELD had by this time difpatched 
his fmall beer, with a prece of bread and 
cheefe, and a pint of ale into the bargain ; for 
the Vicar's wifej having, through her miftake, 
treated ' hiin * at firft' with undcferved afperity, . 
was willing to atone for her rudenefs by a fu- 
perfluous- civility j. elf eeial I y as, during her 
bufband^s conference with Mr. Wildgoofe, . 
Jerry had' fupplied his place, in rocking the 
cradle, paring the turn jps$. and blowing the fire. 
He was now,", however, > forced to leave the 
fmell of the pot, being fummoned to attend 
his Maftcr^ and proceed on' their journey. In ^ 
return for the Vicar's civility, Mr. Wildgoofe 
took. the liberty to exhort him, , " to endeavour 
*' the regaining his people's good-will, by fome 
"little popular a^s of beneficence, by relieving 
" the diilrefled, giving phyfic to the fick, or, 
** where he was obliged to exafl: his Eafter 
*^ groats from any very ppor families, to give 
J^'-them a fix^penny loaf in the place of rt; and 

" the 



\ 



206 THE SPIRITUAL QUIXOTE- 

*^ the like innocent ftratagems : but above all, 
** Sir," adds Wildgoofe, ** if the poor people had 
** the true Gofpel carneftly and afFedlionately 
.** inculcated into then), I am convinced, all 
^^ thefe worldly confiderations would entirely 
*' vanilh, and yqu would dwell together in 
** unity and love.'' — The Vicar thanked Wild- 
goofe for his good advice ; but faid, " he had 
** already ufed his utmoft endeavours to regain 
** the good- will of bis parilhioners ; but was 
*' afraid nothing would fucceed with people, 
•* who, to fave a groat, would refign their eter- 
** nal falvation." — The Vicar and the travellers 
then parted, with mutual good wifhes. 

When the two Pilgrims came towards the 
end of the village^ they obferved an old Taylor 
fitting on his board, with fpeftacles on his nofe, 
and, with more devotfon than harmony, quaver- 
ing one of Mr. Wefley's hymns. This was hint, 
fufiicient for Wildgoofe to make further inquiry 
about the Society of Methodifts, which the 
Vicar had mentioned. The Taylor told them, 
" therje was. a weekly meeting at a village about 
" three miles farther i but that this was not the 
*^ night on which the Preacher came*'* — Tug- 
well foon let him know, ** that his Mafter 
*< could fupply 'that defeat 5 and that, if it lay 

"in. 
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*^ in their road to Monmouth, he would give 
*' them a w«rd of exhortation that evening." 
Upon this, the did Taylor leaped nimbly off 
his board; and, leaving a fuit of cloaths which 
he had promifed to finilh that evening, faid, 
•* he would accompany them, if it were as far 
** again ;'* and immediately ran and communi- 
cated this intelligence to a Blackfmith, his next 
neighbour, who leaves the Farmer's horfes half- 
fliod, and with like fpeed accfuaints the Farmer's 
wife, who was a zealous difciple of theirs*. 
She, flipping on her (hoes and ftockings, leaves 
her cows unmilked^ and her child dangerouily 
ill in the cradle; and, with half a dozen more^ 
who, uppn fpreading tl^e alarm, had left their 
ftv^r^l employments, joiaed the devout cavaU 
cade *. 

After many queftions, who. the Gentleman 
was, and whence he came, they fet forwards,, 
and now marched chearfulfy along the valley; 
Wildgoofe making inquiry into the ftate of 
their fouls ; and Tugwell entertaining them 
with fome account of their adventures, and what 

* Such was the a£live zeal of the laft century 5 
<< Thfi Oyfter-woman lock'd her fiih up, 
^ And trudg'd away, to cry, No Bilhop !** HuN 
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he called perfecutions, which they had under** 
gone fince they entered upon dieir Miniftry. 

The village whither they were bound, and 
where they Toon arrived, was a confiderable 
thorough-fare to Monmouth, and a populous 
place. The arrival of a new Preacher was foon 
fpread abdut the neighbourhood ; * and there 
aflembled, in half 'an hour's time,^ above tw» 
hundred people : wheil Wildgoofe, being al- 
ways defirous of attacking the DevH in his^ 
ftrong h^ds,^ having firit refrefhed him&If 
with what the houfe afforded,.- held forth atthe- 
door of ^little inn, hbing mounted on an horfe- 
block, under a fhady elm, which had long been 
facred to ruftic jollity and tippling, and tho- 
roughly perfumed witih the incenfe of akaad* 
tobacco. ^ 
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C H A P. X. 

Miracles andfiight Purfecuthns, 

A S foon as Mr. Wildgoofc began to harangue 
froiti the horfe-block, fouie fervants be- 
longing to the Squire of the vil luge, who was a. 
very orthodox man^ and no friend to thefe fu- 
perfluous adts of piety,, began to make fomQ; 
difturbance^ and to beat a di-um, that formerly 
belonged to the Militia ^ which at firft a little 
^mbarrafled the Orator: but he appearing much 
in earneft, and a majority of th& coi;npan^ 
being more inclined to be attentive, they foon 
filenced thefe fcoffers.; a^d Wildgoofe proceeded, 
in his harangue*. 

A confiderablo part of the aw^gregation wcm . 
feated on. an orchard -wall, which faced the pub-^ 
Bc-houfe ;- and, whilft Wydgoafe wasdeclaim-- 
ing, with great vehemence, toao ajttentive au-. 
dience, in praife of humility and felf denial, 
and hadjuft aflured them, ^ that he who hum- 
"bled himfelf fhould be exaUed,** the whole 
wall on which they fat, being built of Ipofe 
ftones, fell fl^ to the, ground, not one of them. 

crying^ 
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crying out, or altering his pofture ; nor was 
there the leaft interruption, either in the vehe- 
mence of the Orator, or in the attention of the 
audience *. 

But their tranquillity was foon after difturbed 
by a phaenomenonr of another kind. A poor 
fellow of a neighbouring hamlet (who ufcd to 
be always quarreling with his neighbours, but 
who had been greatly afFefted by hearing Mr. 
Wefley preach two ox three times), came gal- 
loping through the ftreet, upon a little poney, 
about the fizeof ajack-afs, hallooing and fliout- 
ing, and driving men, women, pigs, and children, 
before him. He was without an hat, with hb 
long red hair hanging about his ears ; and, flar- 
ing wildly, he rides up to Wildgoofe^ crying 
out, *' Gat blefs you. Matter Wefley ! hur is 
'** convinced of fin ; and Got has given hur re- 
^^ velations, and vifions, and prophecies; and has 
^^ foretold, that hur fhall be a king, and tread all 
*' her enemies under her feet f.'* 

As the preaching was interrupted by this poor 
man, fome of the company told Wildgoofe, 
** that he had been almoft mad ever fince he had 
" heard Mr. Wefley preach." — *< Mad !" quoth 
*^ Wildgoofe; ** I wiflh all that hear me this day 
* Mr. Wefley's Journal; 1740. f Ibid. 

<< were 
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" were not only almojt^ but altogether as mad as 
** this poor countryman. No," fays he, *^ thefe 
^* are the true fymptoms of the New Birth ; and 
" he only wants the obftetric hand of fome Spi- 
" ritual Phyfician, to relieve him from his pangs, 
** from thefe ftruggles between the Flefh and 
*' the Spirit." He then defired thofe who were 
ftrong in Faith to wreftle in prayer for the poor 
Enthufiafl: : but he left them to wreftle by them- 
fclves ; and, without waiting *for the event of 
their application, galloped off again upon his 
Welfli tit, hallooing and whooping, and as fran- 
tic as before. 

The preachment being ended, Tugwell, who 
had been vaftly taken with the finging of hymns, 
which be had heard at Brifto), thought he might 
venture, in a country place, to exhibit a fpeci- 
men of his own talent at Pfalinody, and give out 
the Pfalm ; though Jerry's voice was as unhar- 
mohious as the falling of a fire-fhovel upon a 
marble flab. Both his mufic and appearance, 
therefore, were fo far from any thing of devo- 
tion or folemnity, that the Squire's fcrvants, 
who had been awed to filence by the vehemence 
of WiJdgoofe's eloquence, could now hold out 
no longer. But one of them began again to 

beat 
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beat on the drum ; and another difcharged tvn 
or three addled- eggs, which he had brolight foi 
the purpofe, at Tug.wcll'si head; one of whicl 
flyiiag direflly into the aperture of Jerry's ex- 
tended jaws, the uniavoury odoar of the rotren 
cgg9> and Jerry's refentment of the indignitj 
olFered to a. man* of his fancied importance, 
threw the whole congregation into confufion, 
and foon after difperfed the aflemWy*. 

Wildgoofe now began to refleft upon the ef- 
c^pe his audience had had from the tumbling 
wall, and to biefs God for what he fancied fo 
miraculous an atteftation- t0 the truth of his 
Miflion* But the Farmer, who owned the or- 
chard, confidered the affair in a diffisrent light j 
and', being no friend to the caufe, infifted upon 
an indemnification, and made poor VVildg(90fe 
p^y five (hiUings and fix^pence for dilapidations. 

As the evening now cam« on> and the twc 
Filgrims were much fatigued with thetr early 
rifing and long walk, they thought it beft to fet 
up their ftafFat the public-houfe where they had 
preached. Tugwell, indeed, complained lik^' 
wife of his having been pelted with addled-eggs. 
But his Mafter exhorted him, <* to count il 
•* all joy,^ that hcniJet with thefe divers tempta- 

•^tions/ 



^^tions.** — "Yes! great joy indeed/* quoth 

JJerry, ill a petttfli mood, •* to have rotten eggs 

*^^ in one's mouth, befides ipoiling one's cloaths^ 

^' which I ihall not getfweet ^gain this half- 

** year/*— — Tugwell, however, having ^ot a 

raflier of bacon with bis eggs, and fmoked his 

f pipe, was tolerably well pacified; whilft Wild- 

gpofe went about, giving fpiritual advice to dif& 

' ferent parts of the family ; and , then the two 

f frkods retired to their repofe. 



CHAP. XL. 

^Reception at Monmouth* 

'^^H.E fun had been rifen. about an hour, when 
Wildgoofe fprang from his bed : and, it 
being likely to prove a very hot day, foon rouz- 
.^d his fellow-traveller, and fet out for Mon- 
mouth. Tugwell^ however, could not leave an 
houfe of entertainment without laying in ibme 
.provilion for the journey of the day. 

In all his travels, indeed, Jerry never wanted 
a fubftantial reafon for making. a good meal, and 
filing bis belly. In the morning, it was a 

maxim 
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maxim with him, to make Aire of a good break- 
faft, for fear they (hould not meet with a dinner,. 
When dinner-time came, he pretended to be 
more hungry than ordinary that day, becaufe 
they had breakfaftcd before their time ; and at 
night he would obferve, that his journey had 
got him an appetite, and he never was fo hungry 
in his life before : though, if Wildgoofe had 
attended to his impertinence, he had probably 
made the like apologies ev^ery day fince.they 
came from home. 

As their road lay through (hady lanes or green 
meadows, they made pretty good fpeed j and, 
without any thing worth recording, arrived at 
Monmouth early in the afternoon. 

When Mr. Wildgoofe had found cut the 
Tradefman, who was one of the Fraternity to 
whom Howe] Harris had given him letters of 
recommendation, he delivered his credentials. 
The man, cafting his eye over the letter, and 
finding Wildgoofe's bufinefs^ received him at 
firft with fome little coolnefs ; and faid, " they 
** had of late had fo many Jirange Preachers, 
" that the credit of their Society had fuffcred 
** greatly by their indifcretions." But, peruf- 
ing the letter more carefully, and finding that 
Mr, Wildgoofe was no common Itinerant, but 
6 a man 
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a man of fome fortune, and particularly delegated 
by Mr. Whitfield, he altered his ftyle, and, by 
way of apology for the fufpicions he had ex« 
prefled, related the following incident, which^ 
he faid, had lately happened in that neighbour- 
hood. 

** A genteel young man,'* fays he, ** came 
" down from London, who pretended to have 
" been a Preacher at one of Mr. Weflcy's So- 
*' cieties. He preached frequently at Mon- 
" mouth ; and was well received in a Gentle- 
** man's family in that neighbourhood, who were 
" religioufly difpofed. The Gentleman had a 
" daughter, whom he was upon the point of 
^* marrying, to great advantage, to a perfon 
** of fuperior fortune ; and the alliance would 
•' have made two families extremely happy. 

** This Itinerant, however, finding the young 
^* lady rather indifferent in her affeftions for 
** this Gentleman, who was indeed fourteen 
** or fifteen years older than herfelf, perfuaded 
*' her, * that fhe could not in confciencc give 
^' her hand without her heart ; and that it was 
" a kind of legal proftitution, to difpofe of her 
** perfon merely " for the fake of a genteel fet- 
" tlement in the world, and the like ; efpeci- 
" ally to a m^n, whom he reprefented as* no 

' « Chrijiian^ 
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^* Ghrtfiiatij bccswifc Ire did not frequent their 
•* Religious Society.* 

. *• In ihoit, to prevent her yielding to the 
'** importunity of her friehdsj and even to the 
^ commands of fer father, he perfuaded the 
** young Lady to march off with him into Ire- 
•* land, which was his native country, and 
** wfiere he bad been a Journeyman Barber^ 
^ and came to London in that capacity* But, 
** by frequenting Mr, Wefley's Tabernacle for 
*' a few months, he had learned a few^ Scrip- 
*^ ture-phrafes, which, by virtue of a modeft 
** affurance, he retailed to us in the country with 
•* great applaufe ; though, it is to be feared, he 
" had no true Faith^ nor, indeed, any Religion 
^^ at all in his heart. And this affair has 
** brought a great fcandal upon our Society, and 
*^ given too juft occasion for our adverfaries to 
•** blafpheme. 

** However, Sir,** continues the Tradefinan, 
** I hope a Gentleman fo well recommended 
••^will contribute to retrieve our credit; and I 
** will acquaint the Brethren with your arrival, 
** and hope you will this evening give a word 
•* of exhortation at my houfe.'* 

Wildgoofe fard, ** he would do hisbeft, as 

"God fliould give him utterance; but would 

X **go 
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** go to the inn for an hoar or two, to reft and 
*^ refreih himfelf, and about feven o'clock would 
" meet the Society/' 



c H A P. xn. 

, jf Stranger intr^dticid to our Hero* 

/^ UR two Pilgrims went to a fecond-rate inn; 
where, whilft Wildgpofe wajs eating fome 
dinner in (he parJOMri T«igwell Jbad publiflied 
the good qualities ,&nd prefent occupation Of his 
Matter (oyer a pipe) jn the kitchen. This 
my Landlord had communicated to a young 
Officer, who was quartered there, and was 
lounging in the bar, and whom mine Hoft^ 
fpr the. good of the houfe, contrived^ as ofcea 
as he could, to introduce to his company, to 
make one at a bottle of wine, or a bowl of 
Pungh. f ; 

This yeung mat), however, bad reafons of 
a more ferious nature, for wiftiing to converfe 
with a man of Mr. Wilcjgoofe's character and 
pretenfion^; and willingly confisntcd to the Land-^ 
ipfd V prppofal of beipg introduced to this devout 
Itinerant^ As.foon, therefore^ as Wildgoofe 

Vo3B: II. L had 
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had finifhed his flight repftft, the Landlord toll 
liim, ^* that a young OiEcer, who was quarterecl 
^^ there, would be glad to drink a g!«fs of wine 
*^ with him."— Wildgoofe repliea, « if the 
^^ Gentleman defired it, he ihould be very glad 
** of his compaiiy; though *he xoald not pro- 
" mife to drink much wine with him." 

Accordingly, there was introduced a tall) 
genteel young man, in bis regimentals, v^hp, 
throwing himfelf into a chair, and laying 
^wn his hat, with a fmart cockade, upon the 
table, unbuckled 'his fword-*b6lt, and hurieid 
his fword, with fome indignation, acrofs the 
room, crying out, " Thusjlet-thc weapons (tf 
" war perifh !*' 

Wildgoofe was a little difmayed atthis fran- 
tic behaviour, and dared at him with filent alb* 
niihment; when the Man of war, looking 
wildly 'in his face, exclaimed again, with an 
air of diftra<aion, ""Zounds ! Sir, can yon 
" give any relief to a foul that is haunted bj 
« Furies ?"—" Come, Sir," fays Wildgoofe, 
*' do not defpair of God's mercy, wbatcfcf 
<' your cafe may be: Nil defperandutny Chrijh 
** duoe : Never be caft down, whilft youhaic 
«* Chfift'for your guide. I hope thefe are ft- 
« vourable iymptoms of the New Birth."— 

• «.Ncw 
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N'ew Birth ! Sir: God forbid ! What \ be 
jom again I Ic is my misfortune that I 
:ver was. born at all. 
•* Why was I bom with fuch a fenfe of Virtue, 
** So great abhorrence of the fmalleft Guilt ; 
" And yet a (lave to fuch in\petuou8 Paffion* ! '* 
As he was tlius ranting in Heroics^ Wild- 
:>fc endeavoured to comfort him. *^ Come, 
Sir,'* fays he, " the firft fiep to convcrfion 
isy to be convinced of iin, as I hope you are : 
but, that I may be able to acUninifler a pro- 
ber remedy^ let tnt know ihe nature of your 
lifeafe?* 

'* Well, Sir, if you have patience to liften 
Co a long feries of irregularity and guilty plea- 
fures, I will give the beft account of myfelf 
that I can ; as it is always fomq relief to the 
nifcrable, to lay open their griefs, where they 
can do it with fafety^ as 1 am convinced I 
may to a 'man of your character, though 
you are a ftranger to me, and I have been 
guilty of murSer ; nay, parricide, I believe, 
adultery, and what not." — " Well, well. 
To much the better," fays Wildgoofe ; " the 
more wicked ahd abandoned you have been, 
the more likely you afe to be convinced of 

* I'hxdra and Hypolicus. 

La « fui. 
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•^^ fin, 3ut pletffc to faVoar mc with the par- 
** ficula^ of your tralifgrcffioii." — -Tbt ftrafiger 
iihen b^gan the following natr^tioii. 



^HAR* xin. 

*^ Tlte' Adventures of Captain Jphiiforu 

"••lyrY father," fays the Captain, ^^wasa 
**' ^ Merchant in London \ where for fomc 
'•^^ years he carried on a confidcrable trade: 
^iut his health declining, and halving only 
'** one hopeful fon (the wretch whom you here 
^* behold). Tie early in life retired from bufiriefs. 
*^ I was bred up at Weflminfter j and paffcd 
<« through the fchool, I believe, with fome 
^' degree of credit ; and was fent to the Uni- 
*« verfity with the character of an excellent 
^^Claffick, 

" My father, hearing that my parts and 
^* fprightly genius had introduced me to the 
^^ bejfy that is, the moft expenjhe^ company in 
"*' the place, gave me very liberal appoint- 
** ments ; of v^hich I made a very ungenerous 
'^^ ufe : for, inftead of improving myfelf in 
•<* learning, or any valuatle accompliflimcnt, 

«tbe , 



•*th^ oftly fdeiiee^ ift which I made ai>y pro- 
•♦"grcfs, was that of a refined luxury and ex- 
** travagance^ And, in fhort, I was guilty of 
*^ fo many irregularities, that" although the 
" Governors of the Univerfity were unwilling 
*' to expel me, yet they privately admonift^d' 
*^ my father to remove me from a fituationVof 
**'which I was- fo far from making any proper 
^ufe, that it muft foon prove equally dcftruc- 
•* tive to my health and to my fortune. 

** My father, who was too fond of me, 
** thought ir prudent to appear ignorant of my 
"bad cond4i(9:; and wrote me word, * that> at- 
•* I had probably, by this time, made a tolera- 

: **'blc proficiency in polite learning and philo- 
^ fophy, he was willing to finiih my education, 
**^ by letting me make the tour of Europe.' 

•I "Accordingly^ with no other Governor 

!^ than an honeftSwifs, who- fervecf 'mie in the 
•♦ double capacity of a Tutor and a Valet, I 
^fctout upon my travels ;. to make my obfer^ 
^ *^ vations upon* the laws and cuftoms, that i^, 
n *' to learn the vices and follies, of all the na- 
:: *^ tions in Europe. 

J" During my ftay at Paris, I became inti- 
*^mate with an Englifli Gentleman of fome 
z^ ^ difiin£Uo%;^ wlio was fettled with bis family 
4 L 3 "at 
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u at R — — , in Normandy ; whither, in con- 
^* fequence of a preffing invitation, I accom- 
** panied him to fpend part of the fumiiier. Ai 
^* both he and his Lady were fond of company, 
** I was foon introduced to people of the beft 
" fa(hion, of both fexes, in that province, 

** There was a young Lady of great beauty^ 
** the wife of one of the Members pf the Par- 

** liament of R , who was the moft frc- 

" quently of our party. She had a gaiety in her 
^* temper, and a coquetry in her behaviour ; but 
*^ not more than is common in the married wo- 
« men of that nation,"—** Ah !" cries Wild- 
goofe, ^* I am afraid, what you call by the foft 
•* names of gaiety and coquetry, are the lufts of 
*^ the flefli, under a fpecious difguife; and that 
** the French are an adulterous and finful gene- 
** ration," — " I am afraid they are," fays the 
Captain ; ^^ and yet I queftion whether the in^ 
*< habitants of this Ifland are in that refpcS 
** much inferior to their neighbours on the 
** Continent.'— But to proceed in my ftory. 



CHAP. 
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CHAT, xiv: 

Thi Adventures of Captain Johnfon unttnued. 

♦* T ADY Ruelle (Which was this r;ady:s. 
" ^^ name) had been fomething particular, 
** as I fancied, in hfer bbhaviour td me.. One 
** evening, as we were walking in the gardens 
**ofmy friend's houfe, with a large party of 
**- polite people, we found ourfelvcs infenfibly 
•* got into a private walk, detached from th^ 
** reft of the company. * Monfieur Anglois, 
^•'liiysLady Ruelle, I long to fee Londres^ 
" and wifli I could meet with an opportunity 
*• of going over into England.* — As I thought : 
** this^ nothing more than unmeaning chit- 
*^ chat, I imagined the moft proper anfwer I 
•♦ could make her Eadyflrip was, ^'that I fliould 
•• he very happy in (hewing her our Metro- 
♦^'polis; and wiQied I might, fome time or 
" other, have that honour.' — She repliecf, with 
" a figh and languifliing air, * Ah ! I wifli, 
^* Monfieur, you were (inccre in thofe profef- 
**-fions.' — ^The manner in which flie fpoke this 
*^furprized me a little; yet, as a man of gal- 
L 4 " lantry^ 
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** lantry, I could not but repeat my acknow- '! 
*' ledgments of the honour (he did me, and 
** offer to conduA fo fair a La^y through the 
*' world, if file would permit me. She then 
•' declared, * that ihe was ferious in her int^n- 
** tions i* but, as fomc company now walked 
^' towards us, faid, * fhe would explain herfelf 
•^ more at large when fhe had an opportunity.' 

^^ L^dy Ruelle fpoke no mpre t6 me .that 
^* night : but, the next time we met, fhe took 
•* occafion to let me know, * that her hufbawl 
^* ufed her eictremely ill ; that fhe had takema 

. •* fancy to me the firfl: time fhe fawme; and 
** would put herfelf, and ten thoufand poumb 
** fterling, in money and jewels, into myhandsi 

/*< if I would accept of the offer/ 

^^ Though 1 was ftartled at fuch a propoftl, 
*^ it flattered my vanity fo agreeably, thai, 
** without refleding on the confequences, I 
^* affe£led to receive with rapture and gratitude 
** fo charming an overture. 

^^ Not to. be too minute in this detailji 
^ fhe had laid her plan ; and was determined, I 
^* found, to ^ake her efcape from a Mafquc- 
^* rade-ball, to which we were invited, ncai 

** the fuburbs of R , the nex^ night but 

^^ofies when fhe knew alfo that her hufband 

•* would 



^^ iiy^i|)c| be engnged t^ whole evening from 
^^i^QC^^ t bad time enpugb tq deliberate i|p« 
^^on the wickednefs an4 the danger of thit - 
^^ expeditipn ^ the iiyury I was goin^ to do - 
** ^be Gentleman her h4iip>apdj ac^ the difl^o^ 
^^,|ioujjI;(bqu1d bripg up9n mj; ^gli(h friend^. 
" who had introduced me to them : but, fired 
" with the glory and gallantry of the aflion 
** (as things thea a{)peared to* me), I was blind 
** to every other confideration. 

«< Thie next morning, therefore, I fent tny 
** trufty Swifs to Dieppe, with orders to get a 
^ V^^Ne^dy to (ai) at a minute'^ notice. 

«* On* ^e nightt appointed for the Mafque- 
^ rad^, 9b6^t ten e^clock, (^ady Ruelie ap- 
•* peared, dreflfed like a young Gentleman, in 
*^ a fort^ o£ hunting Aiit of green and gold,, 
*• and' adorned widi i\ot lefe than five thoufand ' 
*♦ pounds- worth of diamonds^ which (he had 
** contrived to borrow of her hulband's rcla-' 
^ tibnsi tirtder the pretence of this Mafcjqeradc- - 
•>balt. 

** My fervant had got the poft-chaife ready^ 
•'.under a moant at the corner of the garden-* 
** wall : and, a^er fupper,^, when the company ' 
^ were feparated into parties^ Z>ady Ruelio and' 
^ I cafily contrived to give them the flip^ T 
L 5 « kt 
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*^ let myfelf down ; and the Lady, with greit 
«* courage and alacrity, threw herfelf into my 
** arms. I put her immediately into the car- 
^^ riage ; and we drove off, attended only by 
«^ the Poftilion, and by my Swifs armed with 
^* a carbine, with great expedition, for Dieppe,. 

CHAP. XV. 

Tie Adventures of Captain John/an continuei. 

** A S the difiance, I believe, is not aI)ove ten 
** leagues, or about thirty miles, we 

<* (hould probably b^ve reached Dieppe with* 
^< out any interruption; but, upon our comiog^ 
^* into a foreft, where the road divided, our 
^* Poftilion drove us fome miles out of the 
«* way, before he pretended^ to have difcovered 
*Vhi3 miftake. We had juft recovered our 
•* route, when we were overtaken by three 
*^ men, well armed, who charged ustoftop, in 
^^ the King's name« I had time to cock both my 
^* piftols : and my fervant, who w^s a bold 
^* fellow, bid them produce their credentials; 
** which he received upon the end of his car- 
f* bine, but (hot the poor fellow dead upoa 

"the 



T«B SPIRITUAX QUIKOTE. 22f 

*^ the ipot : -the other two, like cowards as they 
••"were, fled with great precipitation 5 and 
•• we proceeded without any further moleftatton 
••to Dieppe. I there difmifled the Poftilion,* 
•• after prefenting him with the poft-chaife, 
••'which I bad bought, for his faithful fcrvicev 
•• though it appeared afterwards that he had 
•* betrayed us. 

*• When we came to the harbour ^f Dieppe,* 
•• we found the ttkip^ .whieh my* (ervant - had 
••^befpoken, riding at her cable's length, ready' 
••to faik When we came on board; the* 
••' Mailer of the vefTel demanded our pafs-ports. 
•* I produced one for myfelf and for my fervant :' 
•* But,, when he found I had none for the* 
^•' young Gentleman in green and gold, he fhook ^ 
«< his head, and refufed to foil. I immediately" 
<* cocked my^ piftol> and threatened to (hboc > 
••him through the -head if he perfifted in his - 
•* refulal. He <aid, • I might do as I pleafed ; ; 
•* but, if he carried off that young. Gentleman, 
•< whom he fufpcfted to be a perfon of 
*« confequence, he fhould be hanged the* 
«• mocnent.. he , returned to » France/ I was 
••not yet fo abandoned as to take away the' 
•• life of an^ honeft man, upon fo flight a pro- 
•V vocation. After trying him again, there-' 
L 6 ^ •• fore^ . 
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<< fore, with a round fam of moflejr, to no par* 
•* poff ^ we were forced to hire another chaife, 
*• and, refuming our journey by land, pro- 
«< cceded to Boulogne. 

*^ Being come the next day within a few 
** miles of that dty, we were >agam overtaken 
^ by a ra^o, whom, from bis particular drefs, 
** I knew to be an emiffary of the Police. He 
^* made a paufe, furveyed us all with an eager 
^ attention,' and then made on» poft*bafte, 
^* towards Boulogne. -As I gdttkd his inten- 
*^ lion was to apply to the Magiftrates of that 
^^ place, and to take us into cuftody ; I there- 
** fore ordered the chaife to halt a little, and, 
" with Lady Rucllc*s pcrmiffion, got out, 
*♦ mounted my fervant's horfe, changed part of 
-•* my dreft with him, and rode on fuU-fpeed, to 
** reconnoitre how matters were likely to go in 
«< the city. 

** When I came thither, I found the guards 
<< drawn out, and, with drums beating, pa- 
" trolling the fireets. I inquired for one of 
** the principal inns; at the door of which I 
•* met by accident a young Engliflimah, whom 
*^ I knew to have been a fchool-fdlow at 
*• Weftminfler, though he did aot rccolleft 
*^me. He immediately told me, by way of 

*< ncw8> 
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^ news, * that the town was in an uproar, 
** in expeftation of feizing an Englifli Gentle- 
** man, wlio had carried off a Lady of the 

** firft quality from R ; and that he would 

*^ be fecured the moment the chaife came within 
•* the gates of the city/ 

** Upon this intelligence, I immediately 
<^ rode back as faft as I came ; and, holding 
<( a council with my Swifs and the Poftilion^ . 
^* we refolved to turn back out of the great 
<* road, and go to a fmall fifhing town, where^ 
•* the Poftilion told us, we had a better chance 
" for hiring a veffel, than at any of the more, 
•* confiderable fea-porrs. 

« When we came thither, 1 foon met with 
** a petty Commander of a fifhing-boat, who, 
•* for a fmall fum of money, readily agreed to 
•* c6nvey us the next day to Brighthelmftone, 
<^ But I, foolifhiy enough, pulling out a purfe 
*• of fifty louis-d'ors, which I offered him if 
** be. would fail immediately ; at the fight of 
^* fo extraordinary a fum, the fellow began to 
*^ be alarmed ; and then demanded our pafs- 
•* ports, which he had never thought of before. 
^^ I again produced thofe for myfelf and my 
** fervant ; and Shewed him a written paper, as 
** k pafs-port for the Lady. As the man could 

«* not 
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*• not read, he faid, < he would go with us td 
•^the Cure, or Minifter of the^parifh, tohavc 
•*^ the pafs-port9 examined/ 

<^The Ciirg. had a gentleman-Iike appear< 
" ance, I took him. afide, .and told him, 'I 
" would cxprefs my gratitude to- him, in any 
^^ manner he ibould name, if he would alTure 
*• the Matter of the ve/TeL that the pafs-port 
*< was goody and prevail upon him to fail im* 
** mediately/ The Cure replied, with a very 
^•ierious air, , * that he would not, for the 
••^ whole' world, abufe the . confidence which 
"his Parifhloners placed, in him, by dcceivmg^ 
"them in a matter of fuch impqriance / but 
««-vcry politely oflFered us an afyliiro in his 
*• houfe for that evening. As we had n^ 
**"alternative> we gladly accepted the Cure'* 
«•' offer, that we might have time - to confidet 
•' what ftep wasnext-to be taken. 
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GHAP. XVL\ 

The AdviHivres of Captain Johnfon concluded^ 

**TT was^ now the third- night fince Ladjr^ 
**' Ruelle had been in bed; and, though 
<< (he had ffept a liule in the poft-chaire, (b6 
" could not but be very much fatigued : with' 
" much difficulty, therefore, J[ prevailfed on- 
•*^'her Lady&ip togoto4}cd. And • having my- 
•• felf fitten up till about twelve o'clock with" 
"the honeft Cure,- I lay down, and hadjuft 
" compofed my felf, on a fettee* in the parlour,- 
" when I was awaked by an alarm, that the 
•* houfe was befet by the Officers of the Police, 
" As we had reafon to apprehend thi», we 
*< had" taken care to barricade the approach, 
" and were determined to ftand a fiege. There 
^^ was no way that they could attack us, but 
^^ from a little garden near the parlour- window. 
^^ I had armed my fervant with his carbine, 
*< and myfelf with a piftol in each hand ; and 
*^ ordered him to keep his fire as long as pof- 
** fible : but he, having a fair mark at one of 
" them by the light of the moon, let fly, and 

« killed 
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«< killed hitn upon the fpot. Biit four more im« 
<« mccJiately marched up to the window, armed 
*< with blunderbuflos^ I fired ohe piftol with- 
•* out effeft. Upon which^ they rufhing in 
*< upon U9 unmediateljry and tiMPeatening to 
*♦ fire if we did not furrcndcr, it would have 
«f been madnefs to make any further refifta^ce;- 
. ** Lady Ruelle and I were feized, and put 
^< under a guard till near themorBingy when 
*f we were placed back to back, and our hand$ 
*< bound behind us> in a (brt of covered wag- 
' '< gon ; and in this manner conveyed xo^^ 
»f R , 

" Lady Ruelle, howqvor, bad the gencrofity.^ 
*^ at my requeft, to flip her watch, and a pe^rl-: 
** necklace of confiderable value into my 
*< Swifs's hands ; with which, by my orders,. 
<< he contrived to make his efcape into his own 
<* country; and this circumftance was ot 
*< great weight upon my trial. 

« I could not but remark one particular ifr 
<^ Lady Ruelle, quite in the French ijtyle. 
<^ In the midft of her di»flrefs, her eyes fwim- 
^* ming in tears, and when flie could not but 
*^ dread the confequence of this adventure,, 
«< fl^ ran up to the glais» adjofted her head- 

*i drc6^ 
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drefsy and put fome nuge^ or red painty 
upon her checks.*' 

" Ah r* fays Wildgoofc,- « thofe arc the 
works of the Devil, the father of lies, and of 
every kind of deceit/* 

** Well," continues Captain Johnfon, ^ upon 
our arrival at R ■ , I wats fent a clofe 
prifoner to the cattle. From thence 1 wat 
foon brought to my trial before the Parlia- 
ment of R ; and, as one of their Mem- 
bers was the injured party, (hould have beei^ 
feverely dealt with,, if they could have prove^-- 
either the mur^rs or the robbery dire£Qy; 
upon me: but, as my fervant was principal 
in the former, and alfo the only witnefs of 
the latter, and he had made his efcape ; and 
as the Lady appeased rather more culpable 
than myfelf, having really feducedme^ tho 
chief party concerned feemed wiHing to 
drop the further profecution of the affair j 
efpecially as my good friend at R— — had 
made a very powerfal application, by means 
of our Ambaflador, at the Court of Verikilles* 
So, after fome little confinement, I was 
difmifled, with orders to quit the kingdom 
' in three days time I with which I chearfully 

•< complied x. 
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•* complied: and the poor Lady was immcdi* 
•* atcly difpatchcd to a Convent. 

** Upon further inquiry into the caufe of 
** this Lady's wolent refolution, I found, flie had 
•^ a fufpicton of themoft horrid kiad — that her 
** hufband) who was nmch older than herfelf^ 
" had an intr^ue with.herown mother." 

Wildgoofe ftared with tokens of horror... 
But, after fomc paufe — ** Nay/' fays he, " I 
*< wonder. at nothing of this kind; for we are 
*^ all by nature in the fame ftate with the Gen- 
•* tiles of old — ^given up to ^ vile affeftions, 
** unnatural lufis^, and a reprobate mind, aoi 
^* to work all uxicleannefs with greedinefs." 

" Well," fays the Captain, " I am not yet 
^^ come to the mod material part of my ftor^ 
" efpecially fo far as my. own temporal intercft 
** is concerned;, for, on-my arrival in England^. 
** I found my^ wicked courfe of life had con- 
^' tributed to fborten my father's days, and mj 
^* extravagance greatly diminifhed his fortune: 
•* for he was dead j and, ioftead of the afflu- 
*' ence which I had always depended upon, he 
' *^ left but about two thoufand pounds, to fup* 
" port me and my mother, who is now but .a 
^ middle-ag^d woman^. though^ from grief 

c*an4^ 
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*^ and vexationy become very fickly and ia^ 

^< Not to be tediou9, I found myfelf in im-^ 
*^ mediate poiTeilion of no niore than five hun- 
^^ dred pounds ; with which I purchafed a 
^* Lieutenancy9 and am now doing penance in- 
" country quarters, ftrutting about in my red 
^^ coat and cockade ; but really a prey to me-^ 
^Mancholy, and tortured with refle£ling upon 
V thofe vices which have brought me fo early 
*^ in life to this wretched fituation*'* 

CHAP. XVII. 

jt temporary Conver/wu 

/^ AP T A I N Johnfon having finiflied his nar- 
ration, Mr, Wildgoofe bid him, ** not de- 
** fpond 5 that Providence often brought about 
<< our converfion by fevere trials ; and that it 
** was a maxim with them, < The blacker the 
** Sinner, the brighter the Saint/ But," fays 
he, ^^ I am going to meet a Society of true 
" Chriftians j where, I niake no doubt, you 
^* will find thofe who have been as wicked . as 
** yourfelf, now full of peace and joy. Andj^ 

"laffiua 



<* S affure you. Sir, I- have heard Mr. Whit- 
•* field often fay, * that he had rather preacl^ 
"^ to a congregation of Publicans itid Harlots,, 
"^or what the world may call Whores and* 
** Rogues, than to- a fett of mere nominJ^ 
•* Chriftians, or good fort of people as they 
^< are ca^lled^ who flatter themfelves that tfiey 
**^ need no repentance J' 

The Captain faid, ** that, ahhough be ftouW 
^ be called a^Methodift, and was really invited 
♦* to d^nce at a fort of Wel& aflirobly, he 
*•" would accompany Mr,. Wildgoofc^ by his* 
•* leave, to their Society^!* . 

Accordingly, having fiflen together. tilLnear 
feven o'clock, Mr. Wildgoofe took Captain- 
Jbhnfon with him, attended by his friend 
Tugwell,. to the Tradefman's houfej where 
he found a pretty, large congregation aflembledi. 
in an upper room over his wazthoufe in thi^ 
garden^ 

Wildgoofe harangued upon the ufiial' topics 
with great pathos ; and, as feveral peopit round 
had' fighed and groaned, and' even wept, the 
Captain found himfelf varioufly affefted, feme-. 
times inclined to laugh, at other times to cry: 
but what he found moft contagious were, the 
tears of a very pretty giri, a* Grocer's daugh^* 

tcr„ 
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ier, who fat -near him, ^Ith whom the Captaia 
vrould have been, gl^d to have ;compared 4iit 
/filings and estperiencisi for, though he wag 
probably finccre in the compundions w^ich lie 
difcovered in converfing with Mr, Wildgoofe, 
yet, when the paffion? have.got ilrength by Ipng 
indulgence, they are not immediately to be 
fubdued, but are apt again to take fire upon ap* 
prdaching a tempting objedl : nay, as twenty 
-or thirty of the moft zealous of them were de- 
firous (according to a common pradlice) of 
pending the night in the Society-room, the 
•Captain ftayed amongft them for fome time, 
and was thought to have been made a complete 
convert by this young female difciple. 

As Mr. Wildgoofe, however, had been up 
'early in the morning, and was fatigued with 
the toils of the day ; he himfelf, about eleven 
o'clock, lay down upon a bed that was oiFered 
him by the pious Tradefman : and TugWell's 
devotion was fo far from being enthufiafiic this . 
evening, that, before Wildgoofe bad done 
preaching, he was fallen afleep in a corner of 
the room. 

But, about two in the morning, Mr. Wild- 
goofe was waked by a confufed noife *^ as if 

« Mr. Wrfex> JouraM, I739f 

a number 
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» number t)f men were putting to the fword. 
He went up into the Society^room, where the 
people had worked themfelves up to fuch a 
pitch of religious phrenzy, that fome were fillen 
proftrate upon the floor, Tcreaming, and roarings 
and beating their breafts, in agonies of remorfe 
for their former wicked lives j others were finging 
hymns, leaping, and exulting in extafies of joy, i 
that their fins were forgiven them. Amongft h 
the reft, there was a little boy ♦, of three years l 
old, who had caught the infe^ion, and aSed ^ 
the Sinner with as much appearance of con- 
trition as the beft of them. The uproar iiw 
creafed when Wildgoofe came into the room, 
and began to pray with them: but Nature, 
having now been ftrained to its height for Tome 
hours, fiibfided into a c^lm. WDdgoofe, tbe^^ 
fore, difmilTed tliem with a Ihort exhortation, 
and lay down again till the morning, leaving 
TugvvcU to finifli his night's reft, where he had 
l>egun, upon fome hop*facks in the corner of 
the affembly-room. 

The Captain (he fotind upon inquiry) about 
eleven o'clock had condu^d home the Grocer's 
daughter, whofe father and mother had fent for 
her I for, although they indulged her tn going 

* Jouffif 173s. 
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^with fome other young people) to theMeet^ 
ing, they -did not approve of thofe late nodur- 
nal vigils, which were frequently fi^dinized by 
the warmer devotees. 

Amongft others in this devout afTemblyy there 
was a fubftantial Miller's wife, who lived about 
a mile out of town, and was more zealous « 
!tban any of them. She intreated Mr. Wild- 
goofe, ^ if poffible, to come h«me to her, and 
*< give her fome private cohfolation j as Mr. 
** Whitfield, Mr. Wcfley, and other gentle- 
^.< men," (he faid, ** had fomettmcs done.**— 
When Wildgoofe found (he lived partly in 
the road towards Glouccfter (whither he in- 
tended to dircdt his courfe «in the morning), he 
promifed the good woman to call and take a 
breakfaft with her about feven c^clock. 



CHAP. XVIII. 
A warm Btiakfyft^ followed by a 4oJd Collation. 

TERRY Tugwell, having been difturbed by 
^ the uproar in the nighty no fooner met hi« 
Mafter in the morning, than he began to -vent 
his indignation with fom^ warmth againft the 

good 
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|qpod people of Monaioath^ *< Gad-2ookersP 
fays be, «' thefe Welih people arc all mad, I 
^' think ', I never heard fuch rantipole doings 
^*. fince I was born^ a body cannot fieep o'nigbtt 
^* for them.** 

<^ Ah ! /jerry," replies Wildgoofc, « thi« 
*' is a glorious time ! thefe are the triumphs 
^* of Faith ! thefe 'arc the true fymptoms of 
** the New Birth ] People are never nearer to 
y theKingdom of Heaven, than when they are 
*< mad as you call it; and have never better 
^* reafon to hope for Salvation, than when they 
^< are ready to hang and drown themfelves, 

^* But come, Jerry," fays he, «« a poor 
^^ (ifter is labouring under the pangs of the 
** New Birth, and wants our aiSftance. We 
•* mull wiilk a mile or two before breakfaft,"— 
^* Walk a mile or two before breakfaft !" fays 
Tugwell} •* why, I had no fupper laft night i 
•* and my ftomachjis .To empty, that I can 
^< hardly walk at all without my breakfaft. If 
^^ the young woman is in labour^ {he has mere 
** need of a Midwife than our afliftance/* 

As Wildgoofc, thertfore, was taking leave 

of tbe Tradefinan, Tugwell got a piece of bread 

and dieefe, and a cup of ale ; and then they 

went to the inn, to call upon the Captaia: 

4 but| 
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bttt, hearing that, notWithftanding his fancied' 
converfion^ he had gone from the Religious 
Meeting to the profane Dancing AKetnbly^ 
and had not been cbme to bed above two 
hdurs, the two Pilgrims fet out upcfn their ex- 
pitdition* 

When they came to the mill, which was 
not aboTe a mile out of town, they found a 
good brcakfaft prepared for them by their kind 
boftefs, the Miller's wife ; for, the Miller having 
fet out early in the morning, the good woman, 
who thought (he cOuld not do too much for 
fiich pious people, had got fome cakes baked 
and buttered, and all other requifites for a 
comfortable dejeune. And in this manner, with 
the addition of fome godly converfation, the 
popr woman frequently regaled herfelf; and 
ahurays found herfelf more happy, than in the 
furly fociety of her morofe hulbandj which 
bappinefs fhe afcribed t6 the power of Reli« 
gion, rather than to its mofe probable c^ufe, 
the variety it introduced, and the conifortable 
footfaing do£)rine of being faved by Faith with-* 
out Works. 

And indeed the Miller, though fond of 
bis wifer (who was much younger than himfelf, 
and a tolerably bandfome wo^an), arid un- 

Vol. IL M willing 
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willing abfolutely to forbid her frequetiti/ig 
thefe pious . Meetings ; .yet^ as be was oft«n 
by this means deprived, of bis conjugal claims 
and the company of bis fpoufe, who (accord- 
ing to the , old Lityrgy) ought to have been 

. huxome both at bed and at boards he was generally 
out of humour .upon thefe occafions; and 
could not forbear exprejQIing Jiis . difapprobation 
of the many Itinerants which came to the 
houfe, amongft iiis workmen and fervanu. 
Thefe fellows, therefore, who were more in 
their Matter's intereft than in that of their 
Miftrefs, laid a. plot, which they knew would 
mit dlfpleafe their Mader ; but which, if he had 
occii at home, he probably, out of regard to 
his wife, would not have (ufiered them to exe- 
cute. ' . 

The neareft way , for the two Pilgrims to.re- 
turn into the great road, was through a .mgi- 
dow, into which they muft pafs over the Mill- 
;fiream, by a parrow plank which was laid 
acFofs i^« This plank the fellows contrived 
to faw aln>oft in two, on the uhder-fide. 
When, therefore, the travellers had taken, 
their leave of the Miller's wife-, Wijdgooft, 
leading the wayy marched foremoft nimbly 
jfver t^ bridge; whicbj .tJiQugh \i cracked^ 

did 
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<lid not entirely break down till he was landed,^ 
ind Tugwell came upon the middle of it, who, 
teing a heavy-a — d Chriftian^ and moreover 
encumbered with his loaded wallet, fell plump 
kito the ftream, bawling out for help, to the 
no fmall diverfion of the fpeftators. The men 
ran, however, to Jerry's affiftance with a feigned 
concern, and dragged him out of flie water; 
but took care that he (hduld firft be dipped into 
it confiderably above the waift. ' 

The fright and the furprize at firft took away 
Jerry's voice, that be could not vent his indig- 
nation. One of tbe fellows banding him up 
his wallet, " 'Sblood-! Honefty," fays tbe man, 
*' thou haft hut jufi faved thy bacon.'' — " What 
** the Devil do you mean by faving my bacon ?" 
fays Tugwell. *' It i^ nothing but my 
** Mafter's Bible and fome good books in my 
" walkt.'* Tbe fellow, indeed, by that pro- 
verbial expreffion, only alluded to the nar- 
row efcape Jerry bad had, but /poke the lite-^ 
ral truth by chance : for the Miller's wife, it 
feems, out of her great regard to the godly, had 
offered Tugwell a piece of bacon, of about fivej 
or fix pounds, which, for fear pf accidents, 
Jerry (unknown to his Matter) had accepted 
of, and ftowed in his wallet ; and the confciouf- 
M z nefs 
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nefs of his greedinefs now made a difcov^i 
which the Miller's men perhaps would not 
t)therwife have fufpe&ed^ . 

Ope of the fellows afked TugweU^ with a 
ihi^er, *^ if he would go back and dry htmfelf, 
'* and" have another dilh of tea." But Tugwcll, 
muttering fome threats.^ trudged after his Maftler 
as faft as he could, equally aihamed to be thus 
nout-witted, and vexed to be wetted to the ikia. 
And, upon Wildgopfe's exhorting him '"to 
** fuffer tribulation with patience ;'* Jerry re- 
plied, in great wrath, *^ that he did not care 
^^ who fufFered tribulation, fo that be was got 
^* iafe home again in his chimney corner." 



CHAP. XIX. 
Jfiafofuihk RMtf. 

^HEY had now proceeded about thr^ 
miles on their journey from Monmouth; 
when they came to a confiderable brook, which 
ran at the foot of a fteep hill, covered with ex- 
tenfiye woods. There was a foot-bridge to 
pafs over; but| the rivulet being fwelledby t 

viokAt 
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iiiolent ttiuridcr-ftorm which had fallfen iiv th#^ 
night, they could not poffibly approach the 
bridgc,^ Being obliged^ therefore, to halt, they 
fat down upon the bank^ and were deliberating, 
what courfe to purfuej when Tugwell began 
to complain of being very chill, and ef the 
head-achy and faid, <^ he w^s certainly going. 
^^ to have a fit of the ague, and (hould not be 
*• able to go any further-** He then heavily 
bemoaned himfelf, and faid, ^^ if he were at 
*' home^ Dorothy fliould carry his water to the 
** Cunning Man^^ who would cafl a fpell, or fend 
** him a bottle of fluff'y which would cure him 
«* after the third fit j or elfe Madam Wildgoofe^ 
•* would fend him fome * mg^y pig^yt whicfiv 
.** would ftop it at once." 

Whilft they were thus engaged, Tugwell 
complaining, and Wildgoofb endeavouring to^ 
encourage him by the examples of Martyrs, 
Saints, and Gonfeftbr^j they obferved ahorfc 
grazing at fome diftance by the wood-fide^ with 
a fort of paek-faddle upon his back, and the ' 
bridle'haoging loofely between his legs. Having, 
now waited near a quarter of an hour, and- 
nobody appearing to whom the horfe mights 
probably belong; Mr, tVildgoofe obferved to- 

* Hiera Picra, or Sacred Bittec» . 
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bis friend, ^* that Providence * had certainly 
*• delivered this hoffe into their bands^. to pro- 
•• mote the great work in which they wcrt^ 
** embarked." — Tugwell, however,^ for^ more 
reafons than one, objeftcd to taking an horfe 
which certainly did not belong to thenii— 
WiJdgoofe owned, " it was not lawful to fteal, 
** or even to covet our neighbour's ox^ or his 
** afs, or any thing that does not belong to us J' 
** But," fays he, "again, we are commanded to 
** ufe all diligence in our power ; which muft 
*• fignify, the ufing all the means to compai^ 
•* any end which falls in our way. Now, we 
•* feall certainly make more fpeed on horfc- 
•* back than on foot; and, therefore^ we may 
•* lawfully, I think, make ufe of this horfc, 
*• which is thus providentially ready bridled and 
«* faddled for our ufe.** 

To this Tugwell made two objeftions ; firft, 
•* that, perhaps, th^ water was too high for 
** them to ride through ; and, fecondly, that he 
*^ could not ride, having never been oh horfe- 
** back fince he was ten years old.** ' 

Wildgoofe replied, ^* that, as Jerry wat; 
<' afraid^ he himfelf would firft ride through, 
♦* and, if it were fafe, "would return and t«ke 
* Journal, /<^«« 

"Jerry 



** Jerry behind him, and convey him to th|? next 
** inn ; and, by putting him into ^ warm bed, 
" he did not doubt but he would fodn be as 
**^ well as ever. 

*• But,'* continues Wildgoofe, ^* to malce 
'* fure of the lawftilnefs of what we are'aboujt, 
'* we will have recdurfe to our Bible, a* Mr. - 
«^ Wcfley and Mr. Whitfield* hitvtf often done,"*' ' 
tJpon opening^ itthcrefdre, they dipped upon ' 
that pafl&ge where the difcipfes vi/tre ordered to 
bi-ing the afs's colt, for their MafterV triunii- 
phant entry int© Jerufatem*' This Wildgoofe 
confidered as a cafe in poinr,' aTid decifive in ' 
their favour* He went - therefore' to catch tKq^ ' 
horfe, when he fpied alfo an old blue great coat ^^ 
thrown into the ditch 5 which it puzzled him* 
yet more to account -for.^ . Bu^ as he intended J 
to leave the horfe at the firft inn they came to, 
be thought it beft to take tbs^ coat -alfo, and 
wraf^ up hts companion, who wais ftiU'thivering :. 
with cold. ' 

Upon fearching tBe pocket ©P the great coat, 
they found in it an old crape hat-bandj a pocket 
knife, and an iron tobatcco-foo?(. ^ 

Wildgoofe now leapt^upon Rolinante % antf, 

riding boldly into the brook, found it barely 

ford^le (as the flood was abating), whith'^lt 

M 4 jjrt- 
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prphably had Bat been in the mprniog, wbenit 
was ^t the (ligbeft. He therefore returned, 
and with fome difficulty dragged Jerry up be- 
hind him, wrapped in the great coat j^ and, thus 
crowing the brook, they marched ijiowly up the 
liilU through ^ dee^ and rough hollow way. 
They defceoded the hill again; and, after 
riding about a mile further, came to a litde 
village, where meeting with a public-houfe, 
they ftopped, hung the horfe at the door with 
the great cokt upon the pad, and put Jerry into 
a warm bed, who defired a little treaclefpofiet, 
which threw him into a perfpiration, by which 
he fooa j^ecpvered his ufual vivacity. 



CHAP. XX. 

Xb^ Ptlgrim taken «^, uj^on Sufplcion^ 

'VX^HILST Wildgoofti was waiting in a 
fort of little parlour for his fellow-tra* 
veller's recovery, my I«and)ord bad prevailed ' 
llflpil }^m^ as bis beard was near a week's 
growth, to fubmit to the operation of a Barber, 
: wb9 had juft ihavcd my Landk)rd# TJie ope- 
rator 



IftCOf had. juft fiififlipd one fide oF WdigpaSfy 
&QCy wten five or fix men t^fhed into the houfe, 
acmed with dut>s> pkcfa^for ks, and an <^ pm ; : 
yA^h was/ part of the hne-andi-cry raiifedi by a . 
Farmer^ who had heen> nobbed that mortiifig, m 
his way to the fair abovementioned,.!^ a man • 
Tipon tbe Veiy borfe which Wildgdofe and hia 
friend bad made u& of*. 

They inqiuired ' where Ae-^ perfonr v^Sy t& 
whom ^ horfe at the door and t£e. blue gr^ue^ 
m9A belei»ged. MyLandlord pointed to- Wild^ 
g^pfe^ashe waa &avifig^ in the niext Tooiik.Wfth 
hi0 back towards hrm« Thefelhrwafdpreying 
hinv; pretty narrowly^ one of diem cried out,. 
•* Aye^: that ishci; I can aiifiwrer ta>hia[l;;he: 
<^ waa a tall, thtnaifli mon^Jaft bisiiz^;" Thejr 
then began dii|mJtiiig;, who {bouM ga firil iifto- 
the room, and feise the viliaiifi.. The Fatmer 
that had been robbed faid^ , << it was th^ Gon«* 
^ ftable*s d^ty to apprehend the criminal."—^ 
The Gofiftabre foid, ^^ heivould take him before " 
Vthe Magiftrate, btit would not venture his 
*V^life^|ipon other |)eople's bufinefo^'^-^ABirtchcr,*, 
who was atnongft them, made fign» t«o the B^r- 
ber, to cut his throat withoiif any. mere cere- - 
meny. But the hi^nelt Barber eithe^^ not un-^ 
'ifrSLA&dmg their hints, or . having moi^ fenfei* 
Ms- thaft) 
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than: to comply with them, the Farmer'^ (ea 
who had been robbed, a young man about k-^ 
yenteen, fnatched the gun out of the hand^ ot 
one of them, and immediately feized Wildgode, 
in the King's name, for viUoneou/fy' robbing ztk 
honeft Farmer that morning upon the King'# 
highway. And, without fufFering Wildgoofo 
to make any defence, or the Barber to 6nifli th* 
other fide of his face^ they wer^ hurrying him 
immediately before a Juftice of Peace; when 
my Landlord informed them, <' that there wa» 
** another of them j who came with the horfe,. 

* and who wore the blue great coat which wa3* 
** left upon the packfaddle.'* 

• At that inftant, TugwelV finding- himfelf 
pretty well recovered, and hif xetorning appe- 
tite, putting him in mind that he had a6ied tbr 
fickm^aii Icfng enough, he was juft come down* 
iptp the kitchen. And the Landlord tipping) 
the wink,, the Cpnft^ble. fei^d him alfo by the^ 
collar, in th^ King's name. <^ What tbt 

^< pox is the matter; now I" fays Tugwell; 
** what do you collar, me fbr^^ami.be handed?; 
—r-**^ Only for fteaKng- an horfe^ and robbing- 
**. upon the high-way,'* fayr the Conftablc. 
The f^ wJno had bcsen rcbbjed feeing Jerry 
• • • . Jfittzed^ 
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feized, and hearing bis voice, cried out again ;~ 
" Aye; that is the very rogue that robbed 
•* me ; I can fwcar to his voice.** And he 
now faid, " it was a (hort thick-fet fellow 5'* 
though he had before given* juft. the contrary » 
defcriptidnof him; 

The gentlemen of the hue^and^cry^ were. 
going to tie the culprits'' hands behind thj^m^ 
and th^ir legs under the horfe's belly, in order 
to carry them before the- Juftice; bat mine 
Hoft obferving, *< that< there were enough to ^ 
**^ guard them without that precaution/* they • 
fet them both upon -the horfe^- as they had been 
before :- and ;thus* they marched with theni neap : 
four miles, to one MK Aldworth's, . on the 
borders, of ^ Htrefordfhire ; TugweH, accord -r 
ing to cuftom, bewailing his misfortune, 
and; Wildgoofe adminifii ing . his • ufual topi<!ii|^ 
^£tCQniblation«t^ 
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CHAP. XXI. 

AJuftic*^ and a Juftiu of ik$ P$a^ 

G^n|l4?i]»an» a<ui & very wortky Magw 
UrsM. His way of fi^jsg^ gave o» the u^^ueft 
idea of tli^t ho%iitality foe which the £ngiifl» 
nation waa formerly' diflioguHhed: I meaui not 
m tho days of Q^ea Efizabctihy wh«t evm 
|ke Ladies hreakfafled upon toaft and mOf< 
tbeglin 01^ cold beef (whicfe daya \ oon&ka 
in that re(j;>e£b as femewhat barbaroui and 
fpmi-gothic) ; but of that hpfpitaUty which 
fiibfifled amongft ovqr Gentry tiHtiie Revolution^ 
and continued in fome meafure ta the days, ok 
Queen Anne and George the Firft : when>. 
inftead of being tantalized with a dozen of 
French dKhes (which- no Frenchman however 
would ever tafte), and ftared at by as manf 
French fervants, dreffed better than yourfelP 
or their own Mafter ; inftead of being dragged- 
out,, the moment you have dined, td take a 
walk in the Ihfubbesy,. and' wondtr at bis 

tordftiip's 



LoFdfliiji's bad talb, and'^then frightened away 
with the appearance of cards and wax candles ; 
fnfteod of (bis refined luxury, t fay, you were 
Aire to find at Mr. Aldworth's a ham and 
fowb, a pkce of roaft beef, or a pigeon-pye^ 
and a bottle of port-^wlne^ e^ry day in the 
week s aad, if you chafe to fpend the night 
at |iis< boufe^ a, wafm bed aad an hearty 
w^^ome^ 

This bootable tenper and friendly reception- 
^eroUy filled Mr. Atdworth'a table: an^ 
w>»eof hia oM aofuaintance, m4k> came wichi^n 
teajsnilea of i^m^ ever tboiight of fying^ a« an 
inn, whea be- waa in the coufitry'; wbidh^ 
indeed^ uf^eft^aiiy extraordtnary bufuiefseaUed. 
biot to London, was u&aHy the whote y edr. 

The Sbeadbc will pardoft this tribufee to fuch^ 
IliJiBiti¥e merki' which, indeed^ fer^pes alf<> ta-^ 
sender more probable an ii^Gide^t in the 
fequeh 

Mr. Aldwortfe^ was at dinner,- with fbme 
company, when the culprks and their cavaU 
oade arrived at the door: they were,, therefore, 
ordered into a little fumme]vhotir<^, at the cor» 
ner of die garden.; where the Squire ufed both 
to- take a fi>bfr glafs with a particular friend,, 

and 



and to diftribute juftice amongft his neighbours 

with equal wifdom and impartiality ; 

>^ And fbmetima CQunfel take, and fomedmes wine«? ' 

Amongft other company now at Mf% Ald>* 
worth's, there was one Mr^ Newland, :a young 
man of fortune^ who^Jnftead of going to the 
Univerfity, to Paris, or even to the Temple^ 
tOffiudy the Laws of England,, had been eda« 
cated under an eminent Attorney in the coiin« 
tiy, and confequently was a . rigid - obferver 
of the letter of the Law ; and, having but 
lately.becn put into the Commiffion, he wa^^ 
impatient to a(9: the Magiftrate, and flourifli 
his name at the fide of. a Mittimus* 

Mr. Newland,^. therefore, having paid a pro-* 
pfr qompliment to the feoend courfe, by fwalf 
lowing a ':legi zai wing of a duckling, and a 
pl^te cf ^reen peafe; and having ^runk hob^-f 
9r*nob with a young LWly, in whofeeyesh^ 
wifbed to appear a man of confequence; h^ 
hurried, out iq|o. thei fuomer-houfe^ where 
he made the ^ Cledt^ iminediately fwear tha 
evidence^ and. take : the depofitions f ovec 
wkicb.as ibonaa* young Newland had caft his» 
eye, and hadrfurveyed Wildgoofe's face, half-^ 
feaved (which he took /or a difguife.) ; ** W^U,: 
^*-jou^rafcaV* iays he to Wildggofe, *' what 

«baye 



THE- SPIUlTUAt QJJ1XOT1S. 2SS 

•* have you to fay for yourfelf ? guilty, or not 
«« guilty ?"—« Ah !'* fays.Wildgoofe^ fhaking^ 
bis head, " I am but too ^«/&y, God forgive 
*< me! and am lad^n with iniquities.*'— - 
** There,**'fays ther young Magiftrate to the 
Clerk, «^ you hear he- confcfles it.** He then, 
bad the Clerfc "*fill up the Mittimus ; . and he 
*« would fign it, witho^ giving Mt* Aldwor^h, 
•'the trouble of leaving the Wmpiny.'*^ 



CH A P; XXir. 
A^Frhnd In N^ed ha Friend indeid, \ 

TTITfllLE this was tranfaSing^ however,^ 
the good old Gentleman, being aware. 
of his young Colleague's precipitate temper,, 
came out, with the liapkin tucked in his. but- 
ton-hole, and b^an to inquire a little htto the 
circumftances of the affair*. It appeared from 
the dcpofifion,' •''that the Farmer had been 
•■ robbed of feven gufaeas that morning, iabout 
•*'fivc o'clock^, by a man upon that fferyhorfe, 
•* aikl in that blue great coat, with a black 
•* crape over his face, and armed with that 
^ very long pocket-knifcTi**' all which- were 

found 
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feund. in TugweU's and bk Mafter's po^ 
ftffion.. 

Mr. Aldwortbi howevei,, notwithftaadiog- 
tliefi;^ particulars^ aod the fui|ucioiu circunw 
ftanc^ of Wildg€>0fe:*8 double-face (wbicb ini» 
diced, the bandjord foon cleared u|p), faw a» 
iqppearance of booefiy in. Wildgoofe, and ewi 
in his ftiend Tugw^lU which inclined him i^ 
think more favoui:aM}f of . them than Mc. 
Newland had done. He therefore a(ked 
Wildgoofe, •* what account they could give of 
** thcmfelves^ whence t^cy capje, and whither 
«• they were going ?'*—— Wildgoofe reph'ed,. 
*• that they had come from GJouccfter, and: 
** had been at Briftol upon a bufinefs of 
«* confcquence; bnt, for fome partictilar reai^ 
** fons, bad been obliged tp r^tma thiot^^ 
^ Waks and Monmoutbfliirek" 

This account appearing (omewbat iacohe- 
nnty Mf. AUwoxth a&ed, "haw they cainer 
«* by that horfe and the great coat i*^ Which' 
WildgQofe explaiaed to him ; and added^ 
** that probably the perfon who comtnttted th©»* 
** robbery, finding the brook, nofc fordable i» 
«< the morningf on account of the flood, had' 
" made his efcape into the w.oods on footi 
« But, however that might be, though he 

•' owned 



THE SPIRITXTAL QVlXQTt. 15^ 

•^ owned himfclf guilty of many other crimei 
•* in the fight of God, yet he was never g'uilty 
•* of robbery 5 and that he himfelf and his 
•* fellow-traveller were at breakfaft at a Mil- 
*' Icr's, near Monmouth, at feven o'clock that 
"morning; and that he could bring an hun- 
*< dred people to witnefs, that he had preached 
"at a Religious Society at Monmouth the 
** preceding night." 

" O, ho !" fays Juftice Newland, " are you 
** at that fport ? Your preaching at Mon* 
*^ mouth laft night does not prove that you 
*^ did not rob upon the highway this morning* 
*< Many of thefe Itinerant Preachers have done 
*« the fame." 

"Well, well," fays Mr. Aldworth, •« let 
** us fufpend our judgement till we have in- 
'•« quired more into this afFair. Where is your 
•' proper place of refidehce ?" fays he to Wild- 
goefe ; ^^ and what trade or profeffion are you 
cc of ?"— Upon Wildgoofc's anfwering, «« that 
•« he lived in the North part of Gloucefter- 
« Aire ;"— Mr. Aldworth faid, «« they fliould 
•Vthcn probably get fome light into his cha- 
>< ra£ler, and give him an opportunity of 
^< clearing himfelf, by a Gentleman who was 
*' then in the houfe* Here !" fays he to a fer- 

vant. 
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vzntj . " * defire . Mr. . Powell ta ftep. hit^hcr a. 
•*' moment*' 

WildgQofe, finding himfelf oddly, affeftcd 
at the name of Powell, though he did not im- 
mediately know why, . changed coloor ; which 
Juftice NevvJand obferving^ winked upon Mr.. 
Aid worth with a fagacious nod» ** But," fays 
he^ ^< this old rafcal is the principal ; and I 
*' fufpeft he is returned ' from tranfportation^ . 
^^ for I . remember his face at Monmouth af- 
*^ fizes feven years agQ, whea 1-iwas.firft Clerk: 
•^ to Mr. Travecfc.'' 

Tugwell was going to -clear himfeli^ of that^ 
afperfion, , wheii. Mr* Powell -appeared,^ , who 
was no other than the Parfon of the • parifli4 
where Mr, Wildgoofe liverftr and whom we 
mentioned, as* the accidental* caule of ^Wi)d*^ 
gpofe's difgyft with, thcworld^v Mr, PowelP' 
was returniag fron^ a vifit to iiis friends im< 
Wales ; and had niade, Mr.J^ldworth!<s^ lioufe 
a. convenient fiage.by.the way* . 

The mutual aftoniflunent of Mr» Powell' and 
the two Pilgrims, at meeting .each other in this- 
place, and on fuch an occafion,.was propor- 
tionable to the , improbability of < fuch a. ien«^ 
cp^ftt^r* . 
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Mr. Powell expreffed his concern at feeing 
bis old neighbours in fuch a fituation ; but 
could hardly forbear laughing? to fee one fide 
of Wildgoofe's face clofe-fliaven, andthfs other 
with a beard half an inch long. 

Mr. Wildgoofe was in fome confufion at thij^ 
unexpected meeting with, Mr. Powell ; as he did 
not like to be obliged to a man, againft whom 
he had conceived fo violent a prejudice > and 
alfo was afraid of being difappointed. in what 
he really wiflied for, the being perfecutcd for 
the Gofpel's fake, as he ef^eemed^it^. and (likfr 
honeft John Bunyan) the fingingof Pf^ms in.3 
Gaol., 

Upon Mr. Poweirs telling him, however, "that 
^' his moth^er had been greatly afFedlcd with his 
^^ abfence, a^d had had a dangerous fit of fickr 
•' nefs,** be fpund fome fymptoms of humanity 
revive, in his breaft j an involuntary tear 
rofe. loto the orbit of his eye. ; and he even ex^. 
preffed fome hapo* that (he was quite recovered.. • 

But as for Ti\gweH, his joy was exceffive^ 
and quite fineere, at meeting the Vicar of hi$ 
garifh, for whom he had always a. thorough 
reverence and efteem.— — ^.' God in Heaveja 
^' blefs you, Mafter Powell !" cries Jerry: 
•5^ hp.w does our Dorothy dp, and my pqojr 

<^ dog^. 
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•* dog Snap, and Madam Powell? Ah! Ma- 
•* fter, we have been all the world over, by fca 
•' and by land, over mountains, defarts, and 
** quickfands, fincc we went from home ; and, 
** after preaching the Gofpel all over England 
•* and Wales for pure love, here they have taken 
•• us up for hoYfe-ftiealing, only for riding 
" a horfe (that we found grazing by a wood- 
*' fide) about a mile or two, when I was ready 
** to peri(h with the ague.'* 

** Why, my good friend Jerry," fays Mr. 
Powell, •* I think you might as well have 
** been in your own ftall, repairing old fiioes, as 
*' rambling about the country to reform the 
*• world : but I will anfwer for it, Jerry, 
*^ neither you nor Mr. Wildgoofe hadj any 
«• hand in dealing this horfe.'*—" I find> 
« then,** fays Mr. Aldworth, " Mr. Powell 
** does really know thtfc men. Appearances 
*• are by no means in their favour ; but what 
** can you fay for them, Mr. Powell ?"— 
<» Why," replies Mr. Powell, « I will be an* 
•< fwerable for their honefty, and that neither 
^* of thena is concerned in the fa£l of which . 
^^ they are accufed." 

•* 1 do not difpute Mr. PowelFs knowledge of 
«< the^criminals,*' fays young Newland j " but 

« the 



HE SPIRITUAL qjj IXOTE. a6l 

I circumftances are fo ftrong againft them. 
It, I think, we have QOthing to do but to 
ike their Mittimus.'' . , 

Sir,** replies Mr. Aldworth, " many aa 
iiocent man has been condemned and ex«- 
uted upon circumftantial., evidence; we 
nnot^ therefore, be t«o cautious in this^ 
iir.** 

I am not going to condemn or to try 
em,** rejoins Newland with feme quick- 
; *• that is the Judge's bufmcfs. I fhall 
ily commit them to a Gaol, till the 'Aflizes; 
hen, I hope, thejr innocence will appear 
• the Gentlemen of the Jury/* — Mr. Powell 
rved, how&yer, ^^ that it would be a great 
irdfhip for innocent men to lie in Gaol 
or three months upon fo flight a fuppofition/* 
which Newland anfwered, *' that the Law 
id not con&lt the eafe of individuals, but 
le good of the ^hole«'* Mr. Aldworth 
going to reply ; when a gre^t buftle at the 
mer*houfe door interrupted him. 



tJHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 

The real Hi^uayman produced. TugweH ejcapa 
a Gaoly and gets a Dinner. 

'TpHE noifc at the fummcr-houfe door vrt& 

occafioned by another party of tte luie- 

and-cry, who had gone a different way that 

morning in purfuit of the robber^ and had 

a6lually taken the real culprit;, who, having 

left his liorfe by the river iide, wiierc Wild- 

goofe and his friend found hkn, had efcapcd 

through the wood into a different road, where 

thefe people had fcized him, from fcis guilty 

appearance; and had actually found upon hinii 

not only the txzik fum of money, widi two 

Portugal pieces, to which the Farmer imme* 

diately fwore, but alfo an old pocket-book, 

containing a regular account between the 

Farmer and his Landlord; which, with other 

circumftances, appeared fo evident, that the 

Juflices had nothing more to do but to com* 

mit him without further examination. 

Mr. Aldworth, having now turned over the 
reft of this ragamuffin affembly to the care of 
his Butler (who never' fuifered any cne that 

caoc 
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came about bufinefs to leave the boufe wich- 
«ot fooie rcfreihmeat), defired Mr. Powell to 
cendudl his two countrymen into a litde 
breakfaft*room, as he thought it in vain to a(k 
Wildgoofc, in his prefcnt trim, ^to gor into the 
parlour where his ^company hafd dined. But 
Mr. Aldworth hYmfelf, after making an apo- 
logy to his other friends, 'returned, attended 
by a ferrant with a napkin and tray, and fbme 
remains of a plentiful 'treat ; which was no 
wnfavoury profped to people in Wildgoofe's 
and Tugwell's-fituation. 

When the two Pilgrims had new refreihed 
tliemfelves, and Mr. Powell had recounted mod 
of the occurrcnjces in the neighbouvhood du« 
ring their abfence ; he began to .perfuade them, 
with all' th^ tlietoric in his power, to return to 
their refpedive homes*. Tugwell lifl^ned with 
great cpmplaceficy 'to this exhortation: but 
'Wildgoofe, with a religious obftinacy, per-» 
sfifting in his firft refolution, faid, ^< he was not 
*^ at 4115 own difpofal, but ihould fulfill the en- 
^^gagements he was under to his fKends;'* 
though he did not think fit to explain to 
Mr. Powell the particulars. 

Mr. Aldworth, when he found that Wild- 
goofe'a elopement w»s contrary to his jroother's 

approbation. 
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approbation, Ibeok his head #ith a melan- 
choly air, and faid, « he beareily fympathizcd 
« with , every parent in that fituation : and 
«* that he could not but join with Mr. 
** Powell, in advifing Mr* Wildgoofc to re- 
^< tarn to his mother* Aa I trave fuffered 
** myfelf by the imprudence ol mrt oiriy fan, 
*' I would endeavour' to refcue a^y parent from 
** the like diflrefs 5 and, I flatter myfelf, that, 
** on my late journey to town^ I was iaftru- 
'< mental in reftoring a young Lady to her 
*^ friends, who, from fom^ unaecoiftiiilable 
^^ whim^ had ek>ped| entirely alone, Lr tKe 
^' ftagd-coach to London, and by my earoeft 
*^ p^rfuafioBfi prevailed on her to return, the 
•* very next day, in the fame ftage, to her fadier : 
<< and I cannot but entreat you. Sir, though 
•* a ftranger, to refiore your diflfefTed mother 
<< to her traaquiUity, by accompanying Mr. 
•' Powell to your native place,.*' 

As the imprudence which Mr. Aldworlh la* 
.mented in his fon was the purfuing his own 
inclinations, and marrying a young woman 
with le(s fortune than Mr^ Aldworth had dt^ 
dined him for: fo the Reader will probably 
guds, that the young Lady, whom he bad re- 

fcufd 
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Cued from deilru£lion» was no other than Mifs 
Townfend ; in whofc ftory Mu Wildgoofc wat 
fi> much interefted, 

Wildgoofe's colour came immediately intd 
his cheeks ; and be could hardly forbear dif* 
covering the acquaintance he had with that 
young Lady, and alfo informing Mr. Aid worth 
of the accident that had fruftrated bis benevolent 
intentions; whicb, if Mtfs Townfend had beeti 
indiiFerent to bim» he would moft certaiinly 
have done : but, as the delicacy of bis paffion 
made him referved in fpeaking of her, fo his 
fiirprise paiTed .off "without being remarked by 
tibe company* 

As the afternoon was now far advanced, 
Mn AldwoFth invited Wildgoofe (with his 
&II0W traveller) to take a bed there; and 
iold Wildgoofe, << That his Butler Ihould finiih 
^ w4iat the Barber had been prevented 'from 
<< doing by the infolence of the hue-and-cry.— • 
Wil^oofe thanked the old Squire for bis ci* 
iFility ; but, not feeling himMf quite happy 
in Mr. Powell's company, and ^fuidipg a fironger 
attraAion towards GlonoeAer the nearer he 
approached to it^ he chofe to priced on bis 
Ipnmey. 

Vol. Ilf H Wildgoofc^ 
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Wildgoofe, however, fcnt his dutiful refpeSi 
to his mother ; and Tugwell took an opportu- ' 
nity of whifpering to Mr, Powell, ** That he 
^ did not half like this vagabond way of Irfe; 
^^ and wiflied the Spirit would give Mr. Wild* 
^' goofe leave to return home again. But, 
•* Mafter," fays he, ** tell our Dororhy, we (hall 
*^ be no lofers by it« And here, Mafter, pleaft 
U to give her this crooked fix-pence, for a 
*' token." Mr. Powell fmiled at Jerry's inftahce 
of generofityi but advifed him to carry it him* 
fclf. ^ • 

The young Magiftrate, Mr. Newland, on 
his return to his company, had acquainted them 
;Dirith all the particulars of Wildgoofc's ftoryj 
which raifed the curiofity of the Ladies : and, 
'when. they were informed of their marching off, 
jthey all r^n tq the window, which looked towards 
the lawn, where, the t\yo Pilgrims pafTed in re« 
.view before th^m. 

. : ; Tulgwciri fjfnrrts being quite cl^ated by his 
•good chear, he took the lead, in his (hort 
jerking his jelly-bag x:ap (which he had kept 
on fincefzthe mQcning), and his wallet on his ' 
Aoi^ets wWcfei by a, kind of ioftina, he I 
fecured amidft all adventures; and. which, I 

« Hi» / 
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''^ His o$ken fiafi, wkicb he could ne'er forfake, 
^ Hung half before, and half behind his back.'' 

Mr. Wildgoofe, however, . exhibiting only 
that fide of his face which had undergone the 
Barber's operation, made no defpicable ap* 
pearances but raifed a concern in the Ladiest 
that ib handibme' a young man ihould have 
taken fo odd a turn^ and travel about the coun? 
^ like a Scotch Pqdlar. 



CHAP. XXIV. 
Man pf Rofs* 

^incrHEN the two friends were got clear 
of Mr. Aid worth's premifes, and wcfe 
now alone in the road to Gloucefter; whilft 
"Mr. Wildgoofe was wrapped in meditation'^ 
Tugwell interrupted him, by commenting upon 
the adventures of the day^ and obferving what 
"a narrow efcape they had had from being fent 
togtoU He faid^ ^' he would take care how 
^^ he got on horfe-back again, efpecially upon 
^ other folk's horfes. What a fine ftory oi:^r 
*^ .Parfon will have to carry home! that I and 
N 2 i[ joy 
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** your Worfliip were taken up for hotfc* 

«? flcaling !'• ""^ Ah ! J^rry," replies Wild- 

psok; '^ how often muft Ireimnd diee of the 
«<{)leffing pr^nvfed ^.tbofe who are unjuftljr 
** perfecuted ? • Happy arc ye, wbea men (bail 
♦* fay all matiner of evil of you, fijfely, for 
** my naiMi*s felcc/ * i ^ ^ Yes, ycis, that is 
•* trae,*' fays Jerry j •« but a man does not 
^< like to be counted a (bief» for all that, wbeii 
** a body does not deferve it. One's good 
*' name is one's livelihood ; and I never was 
«< counted a <Mght*Walktrt or a (heep-ftealer, 
^« before I kept company with yoiir Worfliip 
*^ (as I may fay} : and I %ad rather have been. 
<^ ducked in a horfe-pond, or pelted with cow- 
- ^ tard, than bave had the difgrace of &ch 4 
^ fcandjaclout th^Ag• 

^' But tome, hang it! we did get a good 
>< dinner -at the Squire's^ bowjhrruver^ and I 
** -belieme he is a very honcft Gentleman.** 

Thus TitgWell went on^ grumbling •and con« 
foHng liitniblf alternately, without cQiuch con*^ 
verfation ffom his Mafter, till tbey ;came» to- 
i^ards the evening, to a tolerable pnblio houfe; 
wbere tfiey thought it beft to Tep6fe them- 
ifehres, ttfter the jfatignes and^diftrlefibs of the paA 
iJay* 

The 
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'I'he firft thing Wildgoofe did was, byTug-» 
weirs admonition, to finifh what the Barber 
had begun i after which, according to his ufuaJ 
cuftoih, he werkt to impart (oaie fpiritual ex** 
hortations to the family that received him». 
There wa« in the kitchen an old Gentleman^ 
farmer, with locks as white as wod, and a face 
as red as a red-fireak: he wa» fmoaking hia 
pipe, and drinking cyder, with my Landlord. 
Wildgoofe, perceiving by bis difcourfe that he 
came from the neighbourhood of Ro(s, in-He* 
refordfliice, took that opportunity of making 
ibine inquiries af^r the famous Man of Rofs, 
fo jufily celebrated- by Mr. Pope (qi his public 
fp&it and unbounded generofity. ^^ What ! 
** old Kyrle!" fays the Farmer 5 *' yes, I 
^< knew him well : he was an honeft old cock, 
** and loved his pipe and a tankard of cyder 

*' as well as the beft of us." « Well," fays 

Mr. Wildgoofe, «* if he ufed thefe with mo- 
** deration, there was no great harm in either 
** of them : and though a man may endow 
<^ hofpitals without charity, and build Churches 
*< without Religion j and though I am afraid 
^' the Man of Rofs relied too much upon his 
'* good works i yet he was certainly a very 
N 3 •* ufeful 
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•* your Worflup were taken up for hoifc* 

«5 flcaling !" ""^ Ah ! J^rry," replies Wifd- 

goofe; *< how often muft IremiAd diee of the 
^'bleffing pr^nvfed <o.thofe who are unjuftly 
*< perfecuted i ^ Happy are ye, wbea men (bail 
^ fay all manner of evil of you, fidfely, for 
** my name^s firicc, " ' *^ Yes, yea, that is 
•* trae/' fays Jerry j •« but a man does mot 
^< like to be counted a thief, for all that, wbeii 
^* a body does not deferve it. One's good 
*' name is one's livelihood ; and I never was 
<< counted a oight^Walktrt or a (heep-ftealer, 
f < before I kept company with your Worfliip 
*^ (as I may fay} : and I %ad rather have been. 
** ducked in a horfe-pond, or pelted with cow- 
^ tard, than liave had the difgrace of fiich a 
** fcaadaJout th^Ag• 

*' But teme, hang it I we did get a good 
^ dinner -at the Squire's^ howfimever% and I 
^ belieme he is a very honed Gentleman.*' 

Thus TtigWell went on, grun^bling-and con- 
foHng lifinftlf alternately, withaut 'much con*' 
verfation from his Mafter, till tl^^; came, to* 
'wards the evening, to a tolerable pnbUoboiife; 
where Ifti6y thought it beft to Tep6fe them- 
"fthres, ^fter the fatigues and ^diftrdlbs of the paft 
ijay* 

The 
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'I'hefirft thing Wildgoofe did was, byTug-» 
weirs admonition, to finifh what the Barber 
had begun i after which, according to his ufual 
cuftoiii, he werkt to impart fomte fpiritual ex** 
hortations to the family that received him». 
There wa« in the kitchen an old Gentlemai>« 
farmer, with locks as white as wool, and a face 
as red as a red-fireak : he wa» fmoaking his 
pipe, and drinking cyder, with my Landlord. 
Wildgoofe, perceiving by his difcourfe that he 
came from the neighbourhood of Rofs, in He* 
refordfliice, tiook that opportunity of making 
ibine inquiries after the faiiK>us Man of Rofs, 
lb jufily celebrated* by Mx. Pope (qi his public 
ff&it and unbouaded generofcty, ** What! 
*' old Kyrle!" fays the Farmer 5 ** yes, I 
^< knew him well : he was an honeft old cock, 
** and loved his pipe and a tankard of cyder 

*' as well as the beft of us." « Well," fays 

Mr. Wildgoofe, «• if he ufed thefe with mo- 
** deration, there was no great harm in either 
** of them : and though a man may endow 
^^ hofpitals without charity, and build Churches 
*< without Religion ; and though I am afraid 
*' the Man of Rofs relied too much upon his 
« good works ; yet he was certainly a very 
N 3 •* ufeful 
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** ufeful man, and a great benefa£lor to y«ur 
** country." 

•' Yes,** fays the eld Farmer; " he ceiw 
'^ tainly made good roads, and raifed caufeysi 
'• and brought conduits of water to the town : 
^* but it was not all at his own expence ; he 
** made the country pay for it, by pretty hand* 
*' fome levies, and a tax upon the public." 

Wildgoofe was not a little {hocked at tli# 
malignity of the vulgar part of mankind, in 
detraAing from the merit of the moft heroia 
tharafters, and bringing every one down, as 
near as poffible, to their own level; which 
Xeemed to be the principle on which this jolly 
eld fellow proceeded, in his charafter of thib 
benevolent and worthy Man 'of Rofst: 



CHAP, 
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[ C H A P. XXV. 

Fsr eft of Dean* Equality of Mankind. 

1 A S Wildgpofe was impatient to proceed 0!V 
his journey to Gloucefter,, he had gone 

.early to bed, and awoke foon in the morning. 
But Tugwell having been thoroughly harrafled 
and fatigued the preceeding day, it was not 
in Ws mafte'r's power to rouze him from his 
bed till near eight o'clock ; wh^n, as foon as 
Jerry had taken a fhort breakfaft (which he 

^rnade a confcience of not omitting), they fct 

, forwards on their journey.. 

Their road lay through the romantic Foreft 

. of Dean ; and the very name of a Foreft filled 
Tugwell's imagination with ideas of wild beaft^, 
robbers, and out-laws : and, though Jerry had 
no great matter to lofe, all the ftories which he 
had ever heard in the chimney-corner, or read 
in his penny-farthing hiftories, now occurred 
to his memory. But, upon Wildgoofe's af- 
iOiring him, " there was no danger to be apprc- 

' " hended how-a-days, either from wild beafti, 

" giants, or out-laws," they jogged on pretty 

N 4 peace- 
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peaceably all the fore part of the day ; and 
about dinner-time, coming to a fine tuft of 
oaks, upon a bank by the fide of a cryftal brook, 
the coolnefs of the fcene invited them to reft a 
little in the heat (^ the day, and to regale them- 
felves with the contents of Jerry's wallet, which 
Mr. Aldworth's Butler had liberally furniflied 
with prbvifions the preceding day. 

While they were thus employed, Jerry began 
to make comparifons between the different fxtua« 
rronof fome poor fellows whom they had juft 
paffed by (who, in the dog-dayar, were fwcatftig 
at the forge belonging to a great iron-^work m 
the Foreft), and the company which they bad 
ften the day before at Mr. Aldworth's. Jerry 
obferved, ** how hard it wa?, that fom€ peopl« 
•* (hould be forced to toil like flaves, whilft 
•^ others lived in eafe and plenty, and the fat 
^^of the land!"— *« Ah! Jerry," fays Wild- 
goofe ; ^* true happinefs does not confifl in meat 
•« and drink, but in * Peace and joy in the 
** Holy Ghoft :* and, I am convinced, there 
<• is not that difference in the real enjoyment of 
^* men, which you imagine. You only fee the 
•* outfide of the wealthier part of mankind 5 
^* and know nothing of the care and anxiety 

•*they 
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J^ ihtty fuffer, which is frequently more infup* 
*' portaUe thaji atiy bodily labour which poor 
** people undergo;" 

" Od^bobs !'* fays Tugwell ; « if I had bat 
'^ as good a dinner every day, as I had yefter* 
** day at the Juftice's, I would not value of a 
**ftraw all the care and hangaeiy in t|ic 
"World.*' 

*« Well,*' replies Wildgoofe j « but thefe 
^' diftinflions amongft mankind are abfolutely 
**neceflary5 and, whilft mtn have the liberty 
*^ of doing as they pleafe, it cannot be other- 
" wife. 

** I fuppofe,** continues Wildgoofe, ** yoa 
•* would have every body provided for alike ; 
** fo that no one fhould be either very rich or 
** very poor." — "Why,** fays Jerry, " me- 
" thinks it is very hard, that one man ihould 
'' have five or fix hundred pounds a-year, when 
** another mayhap has not fifty.'* 

««WeII, then,'* replies Wildgoofe, "we 
** will fuppofe that you and I, Jerry, and aH 
" thjC people of our pariifa, and in the next 
" parilh, and in the next market-town, and 
** fo on, had each an hundred pounds a-year, 
'* and no more.*' — " Aye, that I flwwW like 
N 5 '*iiov«p, 



^74 THE SPIRITUAL Q^UIXOTE. 

•* now, well enough.'*—** Well, then, bul» 
** where fhould I get my iboes made ?'^ fays Mr, 
Wildgoofe.-e— 5« Troth, Matter,, you muft even 
*' make them yourfelf ; for I fhould work for 
** nobody, but for myfelf and our Dorothy.**— 
•* Well,'* fays Wildgoofe, " and where wouli 
•* you buy your leather ?** — •* Why, of Mr* 
^* Jones, the Currier, at Evciham.— ** Where 
** woi^Id you get awls, hammers, and cutting- 
** knives ?"-^" Why, from Birmingham."— 
** Vefy well ; and where would you get yom 
" cloaths made ?" — ^* Oh ! Ifaac, our Taylor, 
^^ (hould work for me j he is a very honeft 
J* fellow." 

« Ah ! Jerry," fays Mr. Wildgoofe, " thou 
.** doft not confider, that all thefe people woulcj 
^* be fujly employed in working for themfelves; 
" fo that, for all thy hundred a- year, thou muft 
" not only make thy own cloaths, but raife thj 
** own corn, build thy own houfe, make thy 
." own chairs and tables, thy own liheq, ftock- 
V ingSi ihoes, and buckles;, and, in fliort, either 
« every man muft work, ten times harder tljan 
** the pooreft man now does, or, if be were idl? 
^* or extravagant,, thofe that wei:e more frugal 
.^* and induflrious Would again grow rich, and 

. « the 
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^* the others poor : which (hews the unavoid- 
^^ abljs neceffity of that inequality amongft man- 
" kind, with which your complaint began/* 

*« Odzookers ! Matter, why, I do not know 
^' but it may be true enough, as you fay; and 
^' perhaps I may be as happy as Squire Pelican 
'Vhimfelf, though we brew nothing but fmall« 
^^ beer : for though the Squire can afford to get 
^' drunk every day in the week, yet he is lai4 
^' up with the gout half the year ; and, thank. 
^' God ! I have feldom any thing the matter 
*< with me, except the cramp now and then^ and 
^ that I can cure by a cramp ling^ made of the 
'^ hinge of an old coffiji.** 



N$ CHAH. 
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CHAP. XVI. 
Perils among/I falfe Brethren. 

*T^HE two Pilgrrms having rcpofed them- 
felves for a confiderablc time in the heat 
of the day, it grew almoft dark before they 
approached the city of Gloucefter. TngwcII 
again began to renew the fubjed: of thieves and 
robbers ; but, as his Mafter had before railKed 
|)im for his cowardly aprprefaenfionis, J^^^T ^^' 
fe£led to talk of Highwaymen- in a jocttlar 
ftrain^ He faid, " The cleverefl: book he ever 
•* met with was. The Exploits of Captain 
"James Hind, who lived in Oliver's days;** 
and though, to Jerry's furprize, his Mafter 
had never heard of him, *' he was born," he 
faid, ** but at Chipping-Norton. Did you 
•* never hear liow he ferved the Parfon?" con- 
tinues Jerry*— " Not I, indeed," fays Wild- 
goofe. — ** It is a comical fancy enough," fays 
Tugwell. " Captain Hind had juft robbed a 
^'Gentleman of two hundred pounds; but, 
*' more company being juft behind, he thought 
^^ they would purfuc him : ai^d foj meeting 

" a poor 
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^* a poor Pkrfon, who was a littk pot-valiant, 
•« the Captain pretended he himfclf was pur- 
** fued by fome Highwaymen, and defired the 
<* Parfon to take one of his piftols, and fire it 
" in the face of the firft man he met; whilft 
•• Hind rode down to the next village, to get 
•^ more help. And fo, in fliort, the Parfoii 
<< did ; but was taken by the Gentleman, and 
' ^^ had like to have been hanged for it. 

" Another time the Captain was enchanted 
** for three years by an old Hag. But the cle- 
" ver^ft trick is what he fervcd ^he old Mi- 
«i fer."— «« Wdl^ well," fays Wildgoofe, *« I 
•* fhall lifien no longer to thy ftories : I do not 
^* wonder that fuch fooliih tales delighted thee 
*« in thy unregenerate ftate ; but, I am afraid^ 
** nonfenfical books fuch as thefe have brougbr 
•' many a poor wretch to the gallows ; as they 
«• always intereft one in favaur of their heroes^ 
«• and reprefent vice ia too agreeable a light.'* 

The road now lay through a, dark lane, 
Ihaded with elms : and, Wildgoofe being 
equally happy in the thought^ of feeing Mifs 
Townfend, and in beholding the flouriihing 
ftate of his little Church, which he had planted 
under the care of the Barber and Mrs.. Sarfe- 
netj they moved along with profound filence ; 
3 when 
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wheo out leaps a man from the edge, and, wit)^ 
a thundering oath, ihapped a piftol full in th^ 
face of Tugwell, who happened to be fore- 
moft, which, however, only flafhed in the pan«. 
Tugwell, though not deHcient in courage,, as 
we have obferved, yet was extremely terrified 
^t the fight of fire-arms, to which he had not 
been accuftomed. He, therefore, bawled out, 
^* Murder ! Murder f" and, running back^ 
knocked Wildgoofe down, and himfelf tum- 
bled, a — fe-over-head, foufe upon him. The 
IFootpad, holding the piftol to TugwelPs head', , 
tnd him and his M'after, <« deliver their money, 
*' or they were dead men-^'-^-Wildgoofej who 
had more prefence of mind, begged him, " to 
'** take away his piftol, and he would give him 
•*• money enough to relieve hb prefent necejjityi. 
^' as nothing,- he obferved, but the utmo/i ne- 
'" r^/y could poffibly drive a mart to fuch 
** tlefperate zdts of violence.** 

As Wildgoofe was proceeding in fais unfea- 
<fonabIe exhortation, the Rbbber, who knew 
his voice, cries out, *' God forgive me J Ma^ 
«*^fter Wildgoofe! is it poffible, that I fhould 
•* be fo unfortunate, as to make my very firft 
♦* attack upon you ! Do not you know me ?** 
procecas he, — ^** Who are you, then?" ftys 
^ '" 'Wildgoofe^ 



TH B S F I It 1 T t^ A i QJJ I X^ T 1^ 279 

Wadgoofe.— "Ah! Sir! I am Tom Keen 
**^ the Barber, wh^re youc Worihip lodged at 
*' Glouceftcr."— The two Pilgpms. now re* 
covered from their fright, but not from theiv 
iurprize) and ^ inquiring, " what could pof- 
^^ fibly tempt him to hazard bodi his life and 
*' his foul, by robbing upon the highway ?"— • 
V Oh, Sir P fays the Barber, " nothing but 
^^ the inoft urgent neceffity, as you rightly ob<» 
**-fervie. Yoayourfelf^ however, without in- 
^.^ tending it,, have been the principal caufe of 
<< bringing me to this diftrefi. My neighbour 
f* Fijlpot,^ at the public-houfe, out of fpite^ 
^* paid off a y^ar and a half's rent, which I 
f* owed my Landlord, feized upon my goods, 
^' tucned me out of my houfe; and now my 
^< wife, who has. juft lain-in, is deftitute of 
** the ncceflaries for a woman in her condi« 
*' tion ; and my children are at this inftant 
•* crying for bread. '•^ 

" Well," fays Tugwell, *' I pity any one 
^< that wants a meal of vidtuals. But, 'fbiood ! 
^* that is no reafon why you Ihould take away 
«* my life,, and fire a piftol in my face."-^ 
«' Ah !" cries the Barber, ** you were in no 
<* danger of your life from my piftol ; for you 
*< may fee (if it were light enough) that it is 
/[ )\ ** nothing 
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•* nothing but a piftol tinder-box, which I 
•♦ took out of Mr. Patty's^ (the fat Prebend's) 
^ bed^room, who has made no ufe of it ^k 
•' ten years." 

Wildgoofe then faid, ^* he was forry to find 
** that any degree of neceffity could fugj^il 
** to him this method of relieving his diArefs : 
*< but, as his iirft attempt had been frovi- 
•* dentially mad« npon hirofelf,^ Wild|p)ofc 
obfcrved, ^ it would be attended with no ill 
** confequences ; and, as he bad t^en tfaf 
•• caufe of his cahmiity, he hoped it would 
•* be in his power, fome time or ocher, to 
^ make him fome amends for his temporal 
" fufierings. -— But he hoped no Aitttcfs 
** would ever prevail upon the Barber to be 
" guilty of fudi another defperate attcBDpt 
*• to relieve it,'' 



CHAP. 
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CHAP, xxvir. 

Jt Qloucejiir. 

A S this worthy Triumvirate were novr 
travelling amicably together towards 
Gloiiceftcr, Wildgoofe inquired, **^ how Mrs. 
** Sarfenet went on ?" — The Barber replied, 
^^ he did not know that her buflnefs declined 
•* at all 5 an* Mrs, Sarfenet was a very good 
** woman. But/* fays he, ^ charrry begins 
^^ at hotne. She has got an old mfinn mc^* 
*^ thcr and a hme fifler to fiipport; and yet 
•* (he has' of late fo many fpiritual Bargemen 
** and pious Colliers, that come up from 
** Briftol, whom ftre entertains at breafcfeft 

•** with tea anti coflfec, and buttered rolls, that, 
** I am afraid, it is more than fhc can well 

'«« afford. ' 

** And then the young woman that lodged 
** with her is gone away ; and, 1 fuppofe, 
•* fbe paid handfomely for her board (for I 
•* find her father is a rich Squire) ;' and flic 
•• was a clever, notable young body, and of 
*' great ufe to ber in her bTifinefr." 

Thit 
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This piece of news was a great difappoint- 
ment to Mr* Wildgoofe; which, with the 
ftock he received from heariag the ill con- 
fequences of his preaching (to the temporal 
interefts oT his difciples), threw him into a fit 
of mufing, and put a ftop to their converfation 
till they arrived at Gloucefter- 

It was near ten o'clock when Wildgoofe 
and his fellow-travellers reached the town» 
Having, however, fupplied the poor Barber with 
half a guinea foe his immediate neceiStien, 
which was full as much as he could prudentljT 
ipare out of his prefent dock ; be and Tugwejl 
.went to Mrs. Sarfenet's } whom they foun4 
-atfupper, with her mother and fifter^ upoa^ 
bunch of radifhea and fome dry bread.. 

Mrs. Sarfenet w^s greatly repiced to fee 
Mr* Wildgoofe, to whom (he was a moft 
iincere convert. She offered ta get. the tra* 
vellers Cbmething for iupper; and alfo told 
Wildgoofe^ ^' that) as he was deprived of 
^ his old lodging, he fliould be welcome to 
"the bed in which Mifs Townfend had lain J* 

Though Mr^ Wildgoofe probably thought 

(what David faid of Goliah's fword), that 

" there was none like it ;" yet Mrs, Whitfield 

(after (be became acquainted with bis me^it 

, when 
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yifhen laft at Gloucefter) having prefTed him 
to leave his lodgings at the Barber's, and come 
to The Bell ; he now thought it would be very 
convenient, at leaft for that night, to accept 
of her kindnefS) and improve the favourable 
opinion which fhe feemed now to entertain o£ 
bioi. 

'Having made alf proper inquiHes, therefore^ 
^after Mifs Townfend, and being informed of 
^all the particulars — •* that Mr. Townfend bad 
*^ fent a carriage, and conveyed her to a re- 
" lation's in Warwickfhire ;'* and having read 
three or four times over a^ direAion, written 
with her own hand, *« To Mifs Julia Towir- 
•* fend, at Dr. Greville's, at , near War*- 

€6 wick ;** he fighed, and took his leave of Mrs. 
Sarfenet for that evenings and went to Mrs.. 
Whitfield's,, at The Bell, to the no fmall joy 
•f Tugwell ; who infinitely preferred the fmoke 
and favoury fmeH of a greafy kitchen to the 
^meagre neatnefs of Mrs. Sarfenet's parloiir, 
Dotwithftanding it was adbrned with a glafs* 
door, to peep into the {hop ; and the Ten 
Commandments, worked at the boarding- 
fchool, in a gilt frame; with King William* 
and Queen Mary, and feveral other Mietzo- 

tintos. 
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tintos painted on glafs^, which had been in the 
family ever fuice the Revolution* 

CHAP, xxvin. 

The Pilgrims kindly treated hy Mrs^ Ifhitfield. 

jjLjRS. Whitfield receivecj Mr. Wildgoofif 
with great cordiality ; notwithfianding he 
brought no letters of lecommendation from 
her brother--in-Iaw, as the reader may fuppbfe, 
on account of his pi;ecipitate departure froni 
BrxAoL Mrs. Whitfield's hufbaod, being fa^ 
, tigued with too clofe atiemion to xht proper bufi^ 
nefs of his calling, was retired to reft : fo that 
ibe was at fupper alone, upon a brace of par^ 
tridges, with a lai^ge China bafon of warm 
punch i which was no difagreeable contraft to 
the mortified repaff of peoi^ Mrs. Sarfenet. 
And, as the relation fhe flood in to Mr. Whit- 
field fanAified whatever flie did in the eyes of 
Mr. Wildgoofe, he made no fcruple in par- 
taking with her of the good things which were 
fet before him. Mrs. Whitfield laid Wildgoofe 
in one of her bettermoft rooms, the ordy good 
ked be had met with fince he came from 

kome ^ 
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liome ; and Tugwell alfo ihared the fame kind* 
nefs : which made ample amends for the con- 
tumelious receprien (hey bad met with on their 
firft arrival at Glouceftcr. 

Though the little Church, which Wildgooft 
had planted, was partly difiolved 1>y the poor 
Barber's calamity ; yet, the next morning, he 
coHeded as many of the Brethren together at 
could be fnddenly afiemblod, and ^ve the 
word of exhortation to i^em in a iield belong- 
ing to Mr. Whitfield at The Bdl. 

Before lie departed, be •recommended to them 
the Barber's diftrefled condition $ >aiid, by oenk 
fulting alio with Mrs, Sarfenet^andMrB. Whk« 
field, they put him in a.methiid^f recov^eriojj; 
part of bit old c«Aomer&; and Mrs, Whtt* 
field promifed to get htm the occafional cnftom 
at The B6ll, as the Barber whi^ufed «o attend 
was going to fetde at Bath« ' 
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